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letters

LEAVE THE ARTS ALONE

“Oregon’s arts and culture sector
contributed $687 million and 22,299 jobs
to Oregon’s economy in fiscal year 2015,
according to the latest Arts & Economic
Prosperity study from Americans for the
Arts.” — Oregon Arts Commission.

The University of Oregon’s intention
ignores its own mission to help students
develop skills and talent for lives in de-
manding professions that are valuable
to this state and its communities; as
well as disregarding it’s necessary par-
ticipation in the appreciation and devel-
opment of the culture that we all share.
The arts are no less valuable to the uni-
versity and the communities it serves
than any other curriculum, and are just
as valuable to more people than some of
the expensive programs they cheer for.

Pick on somebody else for a
change! It’s pathetic disregard that the
arts seem such an easy target for admin-
istrators looking to save some money!

Jim Lykins
AEA, SAG-AFTRA, IATSE
Scappoose

HEALTHIER MASCULINITY
[ am writing in response to Arthur
Waterbridge’s letter (3/21) about toxic
masculinity and the left wing.
According to the English Oxford Dic-
tionary, the definition of a liberal is a
person who is “willing to respect or ac-
cept behavior or opinions different from
one’s own; open to new ideas.”
Waterbridge wrote: “If the liberals
have their way, Latin and black culture
would be wiped off the face of the earth
because they think it’s antithetical to our
ideas of respect and equality.” This com-
pletely contradicts what a liberal person
stands for. Liberals are willing to accept
and respect others values and beliefs.
Toxic masculinity is defined as “a
cultural concept of manliness that glori-
fies stoicism, strength, virility and domi-
nance, and that is socially maladaptive
or harmful to mental health.” There is no
specified race or culture that toxic mas-
culinity is aimed at. It’s a universal term.
In The Washington Times there’s an
analysis written by Suzanne Fields that
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talks about male students at Duke and
the University of North Carolina. The
males attending are being encouraged to
plunge themselves into studies of “vio-
lent masculinity” and to discuss “health-
ier masculinity.” There’s a difference be-
tween toxic and healthy masculinity.

I’'m very thankful you wrote this let-
ter. It has set up a discussion on a very
important topic about which many peo-
ple do not have knowledge of and/or put
an inadequate point of view.

Sophia Castro
Eugene

IT’S YOUR MONEY

Recently, the State Land Board en-
acted a curfew starting in May to restrict
fires and camping on the Willamette
River in Eugene to protect the natural
resources. The city and Lane County
have enacted dusk-to-dawn curfews on
the free speech park, parking lots and
other locations in and around town. All
governmental agencies continually re-
strict land use for the unhoused.

Last week, the city of Eugene Emer-
gency Management Program manager
gave a presentation to the Sustainabil-
ity Commission detailing the conse-
quences of an earthquake event on the
Cascadia Subduction Zone Fault. The
good news is that some are prepared,
yet the sobering news is that the citi-
zens of Eugene will have to be self-suffi-
cient for months, and a sizeable amount
will become unhoused, joining the more
than 2,000 unhoused in Lane County.

Should the proposed county court-
house bond measure pass in May, the
state’s $90-million contribution should
stipulate the facility be a dusk-to-dawn
shelter and community resource cen-
ter. This seismically safe facility could
provide cooling from excessive heat in
summer, warming from below freezing
in winter, filtered air relief from wildfire
smoke and emergency services after an
earthquake.

Buildings are more efficient when
they operate continually, and the past
practice of single-use wastes space, ma-
terials and energy. When taxpayers foot
the bill for a $150-million public facility, it

should provide services to the communi-

ty 24 hours a day and seven days a week.

The public should demand it. It is
your money.

Jim Neu

Eugene

TORREY LOYALISTS

I moved here 11 years ago and im-
mediately fit into 4.J school district be-
cause of the amazing teachers. Great
teachers are the main reason I chose
North Eugene High School, where I'm
now a junior. I helped the bond cam-
paign last fall, which opened my eyes to
local issues.

[ have endless respect for the tough
job the school board does, and I am con-
cerned about this election.

As a student, I want my voice heard
when I say how important Jim Torrey is
on the school board.

As a student at the high school with
the most financially diverse and rou-
tinely overlooked population, I want the
community to be aware of our needs. We
need somebody who is fighting for us —
somebody who truly believes in equity
and equal opportunity, no matter where
you come from.

[ fondly remember two months ago
when Torrey joined us students to lobby
in Salem for more funding. He focuses
on students, especially ones who aren’t
usually focused on.

Torrey’s commitment is to serve the
schools,and thatis all. I trust heis the can-
didate that helps all kinds of 4.J students.

Come May, I hope Eugene puts the stu-
dents’needs first and re-elects Jim Torrey.

Emma Burstein
Eugene

LAND MISMANAGEMENT

[ don’t get it. The Bureau of Land
Management partners with local en-
tities and spends millions of dollars
creating public recreation sites. They
then proceed to use outdated, industry-
friendly management practices that
compromise them.

In the past couple of years, miles of
the Row River bike trail have been clear-
cut, and a third of the Thurston Hills
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