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The Art of the Album

AN EXHIBIT AT THE UO LOOKS AT

LATE 20TH-CENTURY LATINX ALBUM COVERS

By Ester Barkai

hen I was in high school, people
cruised Van Nuys Boulevard
for fun. I would now consider
driving in bumper-to-bumper
traffic — going nowhere — a total
bummer. Teenagers thought
it was fun, although I'm not
sure how much those driving lowrider cars at the time
thought any of this would end up in an art museum.

Think again. The Visual Clave exhibit at the Jordan
Schnitzer Museum of Art through April 21 would like
you to consider the album cover of ] Wanna Be A Low
Rider / Low Rider Fever (1980) in terms of cultural
expression.

Organizers of the exhibit — Philip Scher, University
of Oregon professor of anthropology and folklore and
public culture, and Pablo E. Yglesias, Cuban-American
musician and artist — would like you to critically
consider all the album covers on display in terms of
cultural identity.

Visual Clave: The Expression of the Latino/a
Experience through Album Cover Art: 1940-90 was
inspired by Yglesias’ 2005 book Cocinando: 50 Years
of Latin Album Cover Art. Most if not all of the albums
come from his private collection. Though this is an
academic exhibition, asking you to think critically
about items you’d otherwise be handling in a used
record shop, knowing it came out of his collection
makes it personal as well.

Discussion of music and art, history and culture are
presented through album covers. The theme of dance
isn’t confined to a particular era. Baila Que Baila: Join
the Dance introduces a handful of album covers whose
release dates span decades, perhaps because dance,
as the show tells us, is central to music with African
roots. These origins can be “life-affirming, communal,
ritualistic, ecstatic and trance-inducing.”

Agua! Agua! is an album that features Antobal’s
Cuban All-Stars and claims to be “the ultimate in
Cuban rhythm!” The picture on the cover is of a man in
a suit, an audience member, being enticed by a scantily
clad female dancer. He stands at his table with arms

enthusiastically reaching towards her. There is another
man on the floor, wearing clothes of a performer,
amazed at the spectacle. This illustration does indeed
seem to present ecstatic and trance-inducing behavior.

Standing beside me at the museum were a man and
woman who laughed out loud at the cover. Maybe it was
because the woman portrayed on the cover was nearly
nude while the men were fully clothed. Maybe it was
the shock of being confronted with aesthetics from a
different time (1959). No doubt the couple appreciated
the cover, but I believe they were appreciating it
ironically.

“Let’s see, under what circumstances do [ kneel?”
the man said to the woman, as if he couldn’t ever
imagine being brought to his knees by anything.

The large majority of album covers address politics
of the day as seen from the Latinx and Chicanx point
of view. Albums such as Free by La Protesta (1970) and
Justicia by Eddie Palmieri (1969) reflect the struggle
made at the time to attain civil rights. And Azteca,
for example, with its wonderfully illustrated Aztec-
inspired calendar including piano keys, show that the
musicians were embracing their native identity.

“Clave,” 1 learned, refers to the African-inspired
beat found in such styles as the mambo, cha-cha and
rumba. Music playing in the background, exhibiting
the auditory clave, might make you want to dance along
as you think critically about the visual. But make no
mistake; this show focuses on the visual.

Some album covers from the past seem particularly
relevant to the moment we’re in now. The cover to West
Side Story: The Original Soundtrack Recording (1961)
reminded me that a remake of West Side Story is in the
works with original cast member Rita Morena, who was
apparently the only Latina lead in the original movie.

The album cover that struck me as most timely
is Rolas de Aztldn by Los Alacranes Mojados (1979).
It features a black and white photograph centered
against an orange background. In the photograph are
four men carrying guitars. Two men stand on one side
ofabarbed wire fence while the other two climb over. All
of the men look straight at the camera, so they’re not
really crossing the border. They’re posing for a picture.
And the picture says: We’re here to play music.m
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Lost & Found

(541)731-8146: LOST: MY BROWN EAGLE

BULLETIN BOARD

Announcements

EUGENE DANCE TROUPE, 1980S. Seeking
people who knew my mother,
CAROLINE WEGELIN, dancer, during the
1960s-1990s. Also seeking Charmayne,
of ETD; and Doris, mother of Brian, my
friend in preschool. CONTACT: Jacob
“Jake” Wegelin ; 541-556-4907; jacob-
wegelin@fastmail.fm; 18 S THOMPSON
#14; RICHMOND VA 23221.

EUGENE SEX ADDICTS ANONYMOUS
Helpline Recording (541-342-5582).
For meetings & information: www.
eugene-saa.com

HAS SMOKING POT STOPPED BEING FUN?
Out Of the Fog Marijuana Anonymous
group meets every Wednesday at 7:30
in St. Mary's Episcopal Church, 18th &
Pearl. Hope for marijuana addicts.
Helpline # (541) 653-7707.
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EYES SUNGLASSES. | cried. | was walk-
ing near pioneer parkway - east or
west pioneer parkway near b and ¢
street. | had the glasses in my bike
helmet. REWARD- $15-20. | HAVE CATA-
RACTS AND REALLY NEED THESE
RETURNED, PLEASE.

Pets

GREENHILL HUMANE SOCIETY Everybody
Deserves a Good Home. Open Fr-Tu
11a-6p, closed We/Th. 88530 Green Hill
Rd 541-689-1503 and 1st Avenue
Shelter open Tu-Fr 10a-6p & Sa
10a-5:30p, closed Su/Mo. 3970 W. 1st
Ave 541-844-1777. green-hill.org See
our Pet of the Week!

Lawn & Garden

Wellness

SPRING PLANT SALE.Unusual perennials
from my garden. 541-689-4686. OPEN
DAILY. 3000 Calla St.,Eugene

Help Wanted

PUBLISHING MANAGER(S), MARKET &
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT: responsible
for oversight of marketing team. May
be assigned to various unanticipated
sites throughout the U.S. Mail CV/Cov
Itr to: Attn: HR, Harvest House
Publishers Inc. 2975 Chad Drive,
Eugene, OR 97408. EOE.

NEED BIRTH CONTROL? AN ANNUAL
WELLNESS EXAM? STI TESTING AND
TREATMENT? Planned Parenthood of
Southwestern  Oregon  accepts
Insurance, Medicaid (OHP) and
self-paying patients. ALL ARE WELCOME
HERE! Make an appointment online
today at ppsworegon.org or call 800~
230-PLAN

HOME SERVICES

Appliance Service

FREE RECYCLING, FREE REMOVAL
Appliances, AC units, computers, bat-
teries, metal, mowers, bottles/cans.
Tom 541-653-4475.

To place a classified ad: CALL 541.484.0519 EMAIL classy@eugeneweekly.com WEB classifieds.eugeneweekly.com
WRITE 1251 Lincoln St. Eugene, OR 97401 VISIT our office Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

(Cleaning

KWIKI KOALA : Serving lane county
since 1982. Excellent references. Lorri
541-520-3233

Hauling

THE RECYCLERS SINCE 1989 Jim Calhoun
541.953.6675 Gus Ramirez 541.514.4283
STORM CLEANUPS! Dump Runs, Hot
Tubs, Chainsaw Work, General Labor,
etc. Metal/Vehicle Recycling. CHECK
OUT OUR REVIEWS ONLINE! Bonded &
Insured. Yard Debris Recycled at: Lane
Forest Products

Landscape

MOWING $25 & UP & YARD CLEAN-UP
Weed, Plant, Trim, Bark & ect. No Job
To 0dd! Gary 541-461-0598

RETIRED HANDYMAN: With Young
Muscle & Good Helpers. Moss
Removal/ Yard Cleanup/ Moving/
Hauling- $15-$25/hr .GUTTER CLEANING
SPECIAL: 1 Story $90/ 2 Story $135 .
Senior discounts. Bill: 541-232-3753,
NO TEXTS. Lic. 5564. We come to all
areas! SATISFACTION GUARANTEED, OR
NO CHARGE.

ORGANIC YARD CARE SPENCER BUTTE
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES: Yard Clean-
up, tree pruning, Bi-weekly mainte-
nance. Ready for Spring? (541) 623-
0603

JUST BE YARD CARE: 541-357-1190
Mowing & Edging, Yard Restoration &
Maintenance, Free quotes.

Windows

WINDOW CLEANING . Smudges Window
Cleaning Co est 2001 residential &
commercial 541-914-0766 text/voice
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