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documented and undocumented) less like-

ly to report crimes to the police.

This erosion of trust between law en-

forcement and the public makes immi-

grants targets of criminal behavior, which 

affects all residents’ safety.

If residents are afraid to report crimes, 

then criminals can commit the same crime 

repeatedly without consequence. Not only 

are the sheriff’s actions unlawful, they are 

harmful to the entire community. The sher-

iff is accountable to us. The sheriff is not 

accountable to ICE.

Please join me in supporting our county 

commissioners in intervening against the 

sheriff’s illegal procedure.

Erica Barry

Eugene

WHITE PRIVILEGE

To those who wrote in regarding the 

Jan.17 Slant section’s question of possible 

bias in the police response to Charlie Lan-

deros, I think we are missing the point in 

this completely avoidable tragedy. 

There’s a double standard for officer en-

gagement in this country. Two sets of rules: 

one for white people and one for people of 

color. White privilege prevents us from 

seeing that.

In a way, white privilege is like wearing 

a pair of permanent sunglasses, shielding 

us from a world that is blindingly bright 

with bias and bigotry. As a previously un-

housed resident in Eugene, I occasionally 

peeked around these sunglasses of privi-

lege, getting glimpses of the systemic, 

unearned advantages white people enjoy 

every day based on the color of our skin.  

Why are we not asking questions like 

“why would charges of trespass and dis-

orderly conduct justify an arrest?” My 

personal experience with both charges as 

a white male has been that we are issued 

a citation or ordered to comply by an of-

ficer. We are rarely chased or thrown to the 
ground when we interact with police, re-

gardless of how we comply or whether we 

stand up for ourselves. 

White people’s silence and denial sur-

rounding our privilege furthers the system-

ic oppression in our town, making it unsafe 

for people of color and other vulnerable 

people to live here. We need to challenge 

the myth that equal rights and the right to 

equal treatment under the law are available 

to all. They are not. 

Nate Mitchell

Eugene

VEGGIE PLANET

Many thanks to Camilla Mortensen for 

the excellent article in the Jan. 24 Chow titled 

“Revolution on a Food Truck.” I have dined at 

the Peaceful Palate several times now, and ev-

erything my friends and I have tried has been 

delicious and comes highly recommended.

You owe it to yourself to go and enjoy 

your choice of the yummy organic vegan 

options, and when you do you’ll also feel 

good about improving your own wellbeing 

as well as that of the animals and the planet, 

while at the same time supporting the work 

of a friendly dedicated local entrepreneur!

On Saturday, Feb. 16, at lunchtime, the 

local Eugene Veggies Meetup Group will 

be gathering at the Peaceful Planet to enjoy 

food together. 

Alice Stroud 

Eugene

A GROVE MATTER

I live in Cottage Grove. I visit eastern 

Oregon a lot. I am from the west part of 

the Cascades. I no longer feel that I am a 

welcome person here.

Every time I drive back from eastern 

Oregon, and get through central Oregon, 

as soon as I come over one of the passes, I 

find myself in a foreign country.
Real estate has priced me out. I find it 

both an unwelcome and socially exclusion-

ist environment. Couples are welcome. 

Single people no. Homeowners OK, rent-

ers no. I do vote.

My passport is still valid. It will need to 

be renewed next year. No problem: I plan 

to leave for good anyway.

Charles Ames

Cottage Grove
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2.16 Centro Latino Americano presents Tish Hinojosa

2.22-3 Siri Vik: The Seven Deadly Sins Kurt Weill & Bertolt Brecht

2.22-3 New Zone Gallery: The Seven Deadly Sins [& Heavenly Virtues] 

2.25 Natalie MacMaster & Donnell Leahy               2.27    Lúnasa

Coming up next at The Shedd Institute

Tonight You 
Belong To Me

A Tribute to  
Lee Morse & 
Mildred Bailey

Thu & Sun, Feb 7 & 10, Jaqua Concert Hall, The Shedd
Tickets: 541.434.7000 - theshedd.org/TonightYouBelongToMe                                          

The Jazz Kings

Wednesday

Feb 13

Ehud
Asherie
– plays –

Ernesto
Nazareth

Mary
Sheffer

Saturday, Feb 16
10 am & 1 pm, & a special MusicBox at 11:15 am!

The Wild West! 

Mr. Tom’s Magical Moombah!

Ha-Ha-Ha!

A musica
l 

vaude
ville 

for k
ids!

Nellie McKay
explains the meaning of life

February 16

Carl Woideck Jazz Heritage

The Music of 
Benny Golson

February 17


