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I
f the powers behind the Jordan Cove Energy Project 

have their way, a large fracked-gas shipping hub will 

be sitting on the shores of Coos Bay on the Oregon 

Coast. But for nearly as long as the project has been 

in existence, environmentalists and concerned citizens 

have been resisting it. 

The project is currently in a comment period for a 

state removal-fill permit as well as under Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) review. Its opponents 
are pointing to concerns from the Federal Aviation 
Administration about the height of some of its structures.

Jordan Cove as a project isn’t just a liquefied natural gas 
(LNG) export terminal. It’s also a slip and access channel 
in the ocean as well as a more than 200-mile natural gas 

pipeline that would wind across southern Oregon. All three 
aspects of the project are addressed in the Department of 

State Lands (DSL) removal-fill permit. Jordan Cove would 
get the fracked gas via the Pacific Connector Pipeline, 
use cryogenic refrigeration to cool it and then export it on 

ocean-going ships.

Many thought the controversial proposal was tanked 

back in 2016 when FERC voted unanimously to deny 
approval. 

But in 2017 the Trump administration called for the 

project’s return, and Veresen, the previous backer for the 

project, was purchased by Pembina, which is now pushing 

for the fracked-gas facility in Oregon. 

The proposed terminal itself is in close proximity 

to Southwest Oregon Regional Airport in North Bend, 
something that has raised red flags for the FAA and opponents 
alike. Jody McCaffree, a founding member of Citizens for 

Renewables, says she’s had concerns about Jordan Cove 

since it was first raised as a possibility back in 2004.
“I can’t believe someone would be so crazy to propose 

a facility where they are proposing it,” McCaffree says, 

adding, “for one thing the airport is right there.”

Digging around in Jordan Cove’s filing documents, 
McCaffree found the FAA had sent Jordan Cove 13 notices 
“of presumed hazard” in May, addressing concerns with 

vessels and LNG gas processing towers in the airport’s 

airspace. The FAA states that Jordan Cove could either 
lower the heights or terminate its proposal.

Eugene Weekly has reached out to the FAA for comment.
The documents say the FAA’s study indicates “that the 

structure as described exceeds obstruction standards and/

or would have an adverse physical or electromagnetic 

interference effect upon navigable airspace or air 

navigation facilities.” It continues that, pending resolution 
of the issues, “the structure is presumed to be a hazard to 

air navigation.”

Jordan Cove and Pembina didn’t respond to a request 

for comment.

McCaffree says she is also concerned with thermal 

plumes from the facility affecting airline flights, tsunami-
caused dangers and, finally, dangers to community 
members from the possibility of an explosion. 

She points to a hazard map for the tankers that shows 

a boundary in which “no one is expected to survive in this 

zone. Structures will self ignite just from the heat.”

The other boundaries indicate where people would get 

second-degree burns in 30 seconds and finally, in the third 
zone, “People are still at risk of burns if they don’t seek 

shelter but exposure time is longer than in Zone 2.”

The map shows residences in Zone 2 and multiple 

schools in Zone 3. This particular map addresses just the 
tankers — not the facility itself or the gas pipeline. 

Sam Krop of Cascadia Wildlands says, “This pipeline 

is a climate issue and so affects the whole state.” Cascadia 

Wildlands has worked with landowners who object to the 

gas pipeline crossing their land. Krop says the LNG project 

will be “the biggest climate polluter in our state.”

Rep. Peter DeFazio references the 2005 Energy Policy 
Act, enacted shortly after the process for Jordan Cove 
began, which gives FERC the authority to grant eminent 
domain to pipeline companies. Jordan Cove was originally 

proposed as an import facility for natural gas before it was 

flipped to export.
DeFazio says: “I do not think a private, for-profit 

company should be able to condemn private property in 

order to build a pipeline through someone’s backyard. 

The U.S. Constitution limits the use of eminent domain to 

actions necessary for ‘public use.’” 

Originally the hearings for public comment on the 

project were only in impacted counties, but Krop says DSL 

agreed to do an additional hearing in Salem.

Ali Hansen of DSL says that while the department 
doesn’t have a stance on Jordan Cove, it is “responsible 

for ensuring Oregon’s removal-fill law is followed to the 
letter” and that public comment is “crucial.” Hansen adds, 
“Issues related to air navigation hazards are outside DSL’s 
role.”

McCaffree says to those who argue that the project will 

bring needed jobs to Coos Bay, “I’m not against jobs or 
industries that are complementary” — she points to the 

area’s fishing and oyster industries.
“You don’t have to destroy those jobs to create jobs,” 

she says. “If you are going to do something, it needs to be 
where everything works together.” ■

To comment on the Jordan Cove proposal by email, letter, web or fax go to 

oregon.gov/dsl/WW/Pages/jordancove.aspx. The public hearing in Salem 

is 5:30 pm Tuesday, Jan. 15 at the Department of State Lands, Land Board 

Room, 775 Summer Street NE. 

BURNING QUESTIONS ON LNG
Proposed liquefied natural gas facility faces FAA concerns 

• What are your holiday 

plans? Looking at the Christmas 

lights? Volunteering at a 

shelter? Getting away from it 

all? Some of us love the holidays 

and for some they are painful, 

but at the very least they are a 

reminder to be kind to our fellow 

humans and creatures at the 

time of the year when the days 

are the darkest, but growing 

light.

• Ginger McCall, Oregon’s 

first-ever public records 

advocate, recently published 

her findings on the state of 

public records in Oregon. 

McCall’s report concluded that 

there are barriers in obtaining 

public records, thus working 

against transparency. One 

of these barriers is the high 

cost of fees and long delays 

in disclosing public records. 

Furthermore, the reasoning for 

high fees is often not disclosed 

to the public, the report added. 

EW has found this to be true 

when dealing with the city of 

Eugene. Mayor Lucy Vinis has 

said in the past that she wants 

to see more transparency. 

However, the city does not 

provide EW with a fee waiver 

or discount for public records 

requests because newspapers 

are a “commercial venture.” That 

contrasts with the University 

of Oregon, which often provides 

records to media outlets for free 

or with a media discount. Looks 

like the powers that be at the 

city should add McCall’s report 

to their winter reading lists. 

• Police Chief Chris Skinner 

dropped by EW’s offices this 

week. Seriously, we didn’t do 

anything, it was an unannounced 

social call. As we chatted we 

learned an interesting tidbit 

about Eugene Police Department 

vehicles. Ever notice — and get 

aggravated by — the way the 

EPD cars will often have their 

engines running even when no 

one is in them? Skinner tells 

us it’s a failsafe that keeps the 

in-car computer and systems 

booted up. The cars will fire up 

the engine on their own to keep 

the electronics from running the 

battery down.

• Eleven community 

members offered their “gifts 

to the city” on Dec. 14 at the 

City Club of Eugene. Alice Gentry 

most impressed us: A woman 

who has been homeless, she 

said she spoke for the residents 

of Opportunity Village and 

Square One Villages in asking 

for a gift of at least 5,000 low-

cost housing units in Eugene. 

Pastor Dan Bryant was the 

master of ceremonies and when 

the inspiring holiday program 

ended, we decided that he is 

indeed a gift to our city.
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The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) sent Lane County Central Receiving 
Station an “expedited enforcement offer” (EEO) on Dec. 10 for violating its Clean Water Act in-
dustrial stormwater permit. The EEO outlines multiple instances in which stormwater monitor-
ing failed to meet permit requirements related to monitoring protocols, timing, or frequency, 
and allows Lane County to pay a $1,600 penalty in lieu of more formal enforcement. Lane 
County has 30 days to accept or reject DEQ’s offer. The monitoring that was conducted for the 
2017-2018 monitoring period indicates seven instances in which copper, lead or zinc levels in 
discharges exceeded permit levels. — Indigo Sherck/Oregon Clean Water Action Project
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