e Two worlds: More than 200 members of this
community crowded into Temple BethIsraelin south
Eugene Oct. 24 forawonderfullyupbeat meeting on
“Local and Global Climate Solutions.” Organized by
TBI and the Environmental Law Alliance Worldwide,

sponsored by Mountain Rose Herbs, and fed by Café
Yumm, the meeting broughttogether speakers from ELAW, the Poland-based Frank Bold founda-
tion, Our Children’s Trust, 350 Eugene, Beyond Toxics, the Civil Liberties Defense Center, as well
as TBI Rabbi Ruhi Sophia Motzkin Rubenstein, local climate activist and author Mary DeMocker
and natural resource economist Ernie Niemi.

Then, on Oct. 27, a gunman fueled by anti-Semitic hate killed 11 and wounded more at the
Tree of Life Congregation in Pittsburgh. Donald Trump’s drumbeat of hate and fear is a contribut-
ing factor. As the Jewish Federation of Lane County wrote on that day, “In the face of growing
anti-Semitism and acts of hate against our community and so many other marginalized groups, £ ¥ . 7 S\\”EH’ “H':
itis crucial that we all remain diligent as advocates for community building and as champions i o 3 .

of social justice.” HSS RIE

* Kudos to the Eugene City Council for voting 7-1 (Mike Clark opposed) to use the old City L., & A \
Hall block to shelter almost 40 homeless people in the coming cold and wet months. Opposition : - v 4 |

from some elements of the business community was sure to come, and it did. The city hopes to
make this a model site, probably managed by St. Vinnie’s, to help persuade other neighborhoods
to shelter the homeless. The City Hall block is planned to eventually hold a new Lane County
Courthouse, but winter won’t wait, and it is great to put the space to immediate use.

* Vote, Vote, Vote, Vote, Vote, Vote, Vote, Vote, Vote, Vote. Election Day is Tuesday, Nov. 6.

* What we are watching: The Amazon series The Man in the High Castle, based on the book

by Philip K. Dick, feels terrifyingly real right now, especially now that Trump has announced his
latest distraction — his plan to change the 14th Amendment so babies born to non-citizens are
not citizens. Seriously? How about a history lesson: The 14th Amendment assured citizenship T H h NK YO “ E “ 6 EN E FO R v 0-\— l N 6 \
tofreed slaves. Does Trump want people to undergo tests to ensure they are pure Aryans before ¥
he lets them in the country? Even though this latest Trumpian announcement is meant as an 5 2{_

election ploy torile up his base, it’s particularly disturbing he would bring up this plan again the

veryweek a synagogue is shot up and a white man with a history of violence shot and killed two R R R R H R\
African-Americans ata Kentucky Kroger store. And let’s not forget the mail bomber who targeted WE A E TH ”_‘_ED TO (,El_EB ATE 0“ ZST YEA H
Democrats and posted hate-filled messages about Dems and minorities online and on his van.
If fiction were going to feel real, we’'d prefer something like My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic. TM y,au/ M mﬂ&(}lg/ &ﬁ da M@ly; éweeé

* Big Boi, whose son committed to play football at the University of Oregon next year, per-
formed on Jimmy Kimmel Live on Oct. 25, sporting UO hoodie. The Ducks would go on to lose to

Arizona on Oct. 27, 44-15, ruining any dreams of winning the conference and losing their NCAA
ranking. But talk about embarrassing, we mistakenly said Big Boi’s son Cross Patton was get-

ting a scholarship to play at U in last week’s Slant. He’s actually a preferred walk-on.

Py,

Gardeners need to pay attention to
winterizing the watering system. Now that
the rainy season seems to have begun in
earnest, it’s time to drain and roll up the
hoses. Empty and store the hose timers
inside. If they freeze with water in them,
their valves will be damaged and they will
leak next year.

It doesn’t take much rain to bring on
germination of the winter annual weeds.
The extensive turf of hairy bitter cress
seedlings is a demonstration of their ability
tospreadseeds byexplodingseed capsules,

\é\' especially in parts of the garden that were
not weeded diligently last summer.

An old fashioned way to enjoy fall leaves is to press and dry leaves for art
projects. A stack of newspapers under a weighted board is all the equipment
needed. Gather leaves that catch your fancy and put them between folded
newspaper sections, press under a board with heavy weight. Swap out the moist ’
newspapers with dry ones every day until the leaves are dry; usually a week or
less.

Until now this fall has been dry and warm, so that bigleaf maple leaves are
notdeveloping their usual display of golden yellow. Many leaves are just turning
brown before dropping off. The continuing drought extending so late is a sign we
should think about the upcoming elections. In many places the choices will have
an effect on the policies of dealing with global warming and climate change.

LESSER
GOLDFINCH

Young voters in particular need look to the future.

David Wagner is a botanist who works in Eugene. He teaches moss classes, leads
nature walks and makes nature calendars. He can be contacted through his website,
fernzenmosses.com.
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