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LETS PASS
THE BUCH

Heather Buch homes in
on East Lane County
Commission seat as
November nears

eather Buch has been canvassing for a seat on the

Lane County Board of Commissioners since the

primary election. She’s been so dedicated to meet-

ing voters that, during summer, she got sunburns.

She also says what she’s heard from voters has
been priceless.

Buch is challenging former Cottage Grove Mayor Gary
Williams for the East Lane County commissioner position.
As Buch has been campaigning, she’s been pushing for af-
fordable housing and economic development. And she’s
been hearing that rural areas need more access to health care.

Williams was appointed to the board after Faye Stewart
stepped down in 2017. Buch was on the shortlist for the po-
sition.

When the Board of Commissioners appointed Williams
in 2017, now-outgoing Commissioner Sid Leiken said that
Buch had one of the “brightest futures” in public service.

That could be seen as quite the endorsement from a long-
time Lane County politician — although he now endorses
Williams.

Sure, if Buch wins the seat it could result in an ideologi-
cal change on the board, with three commissioners endorsed
by the Democratic Party of Lane County (the position is
actually nonpartisan). Despite her affiliation, she says she
won’t be a rubber stamp for the party’s platform.

Rather than swinging the board far from where it is now,
Buch wants to preserve the Board of Commissioners as a
whole rather than being an ideologue who would push it to a
more liberal side, she says.

“This is the balancing seat,” she says. “This is where you
come together and you can bring some glue to the board as a
whole so you can move together on some issues everybody
can agree on. It’s such a key seat, and that’s why we need
someone who can reach all different political persuasions.”

Buch adds that she can relate to voters of both parties
better than Williams because she can talk to liberal and con-
servative voters, bridging a divide that plagues the country
right now.

“The more you shut down and stop talking to people, the
more fear generates, and that’s just the opposite of what I
want to happen,” she says.

Her financial backing is different from Williams’. Buch’s
campaign contributions, according to the Oregon Secretary
of State, total $179,525. Her average contribution is $396,
and Oregon Realtors Political Committee has contributed
the most to her campaign — a total of $18,000.

Other contributors to Buch’s campaign include statewide
unions, individual donors and Mountain Rose Herbs.

On the other hand, Williams’ average contribution is
$1,432, and he’s received a total of $217,806. He’s gotten
money from timber firms like Seneca Jones Timber Com-
pany, Lone Rock Timber Management and Starfire Lumber
Company.

The highest-paying contributor to Williams’ campaign,
however, is an organization called Community Action Net-
work (CAN), which donated — including in-kind and cash
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— nearly $60,000. CAN recently financed an attack ad on
state representative candidate Marty Wilde, a Democrat.

Buch’s campaign hasn’t been focused on metrics and
polls. She says she doesn’t want to use campaign contribu-
tions for polling. Instead, she’s out canvassing three to four
times a week. She uses that face time with voters to gauge
what the turnout will be. Buch says she’s feeling positive
about how voters see her, and it’s also been a barometer to
see what voters think are the pressing issues in rural areas.

That’s how she heard about the need for more solutions
in bringing health care access for rural people.

Buch met a woman whose daughter beat cancer. But that
doesn’t mean the health checkups end. The woman has to
take her daughter to doctor appointments in Portland and
Eugene, which means missing work and school.

The county needs to look for ways to bring more medical
facilities to the rural regions, Buch says. Community Health
Centers of Lane County are located in Eugene and Spring-
field.

If Buch wins, she wants to look into how the county
can create affordable housing and economic development.
This includes looking at “low-hanging fruit” to get started
on immediately as well as spearheading longer discussions
through affordable housing.

If Measure 102 passes, it’ll help in developing affordable
housing, she says.

It would give communities an avenue for local govern-
ments to explore bond measures and collaborate with private
firms.

Not only will it inspire local governments to take advan-
tage of the law to re-examine zoning laws, but it could also
result in increased affordable housing in cities where resi-
dents are dealing with less than one-percent vacancy rates
— like Eugene and Springfield.

To spark economic development, Buch says she would
find out what the county commissioners can do to help the
small businesses and small towns of Lane County. She wants
to know if there’s too much red tape or if they just don’t have
access to the county’s services.

One economic development issue Buch is addressing is
ensuring that rural towns have access to high-speed internet.

“Right now, it’s not a luxury. It’s a necessity,” she says.

Although Buch is a fresh face to public office, being a
newcomer could benefit her. Going door-to-door, she’s
heard that people want someone who’s been outside of poli-
tics to get involved.

It started with Donald Trump being seen as an outsider
compared to Hillary Clinton. While canvassing, Buch says,
she’s heard people express distrust with longtime politicians
because they no longer understand people’s concerns.

To keep constituents engaged and to maintain their trust,
Buch says it’s important to be present and not wait for them
to show up at a public forum or a board meeting. She says
that if she’s elected, she plans to be present for rural voters
because she wants “everybody’s voice to be heard on the
Board of Commissioners.” ®

ENDORSEMENTS

HOUSE 2ND DISTRICT
Jamie McLeod-Skinner

HOUSE 4TH DISTRICT
Peter DeFazio

GOVERNOR
Kate Brown

STATE LEGISLATURE
HOUSE

7th District Christy Inskip

8th District Paul R. Holvey

9th District Caddy McKeown
11th District Marty Wilde

12th District John Lively

13th District Nancy Nathanson
14th District Julie Fahey

SENATE

4th District Floyd Prozanski

6th District Lee L. Beyer

7th District James |. Manning Jr.

MEASURE 102 Amends Constitution:
Allows local bonds for financing affordable
housing with nongovernmental entities. Requires
voter approval, annual audits. Yes.

MEASURE 103 Amends Constitution:
Prohibits taxes/fees based on transactions for
“groceries” (defined) enacted or amended after
September 2017. No.

MEASURE 104 Amends Constitution:
Expands (beyond taxes) application of
requirement that three-fifths legislative majority
approve bills raising revenue. No.

MEASURE 105 Repeals law limiting use of
state/local law enforcement resources to enforce
federal immigration laws. No.

MEASURE 106 Amends Constitution:
Prohibits spending “public funds” (defined)
directly/indirectly for “abortion” (defined);
exceptions; reduces abortion access. No.
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20-290 Lane County: Amends Charter, adopts
Score Then Automatic Runoff voting for elections.
Yes.

20-292 River Road Park ® Recreation District:
Five-year renewal of local option tax to maintain
general operations. Yes.

20-296 City of Springfield: Authorizes general
obligation bond to fix Springfield streets. Yes.

20-297 Eugene School District 4J: Bonds
to construct, improve school facilities, address
safety, overcrowding. Yes.



