
e u g e n e w e e k l y . c o m  •  O c t o b e r  1 8 ,  2 0 1 8 2 3

SOUTHERN STEEL
Like a lot of ’90s kids, The Steel Wheels vocalist Trent Wagler grew 

up listening to Nirvana. “What attracted me to punk was authenticity,” 

Wagler tells me from his home in Virginia. “Kurt Cobain was so real.”

But after attending college in Virginia, Wagler got to see Doc 

Watson. “It stopped me in my tracks,” he continues. “I found this 

treasure of roots and traditional music.” 

The Steel Wheels are out on the road supporting last year’s full-

length Wild as We Came Here. They’ll also be selling a tour-only 7-inch 

single of some traditional tunes as well as road-testing new material 

the band hopes to record after Thanksgiving.

“Seeing a guy like Doc,” Wagler recalls, “who was an old man, 

his voice and his playing were aged to a certain kind of perfection. 

There was something about that that was much more immediate and 

authentic.” 

I ask Wagler what he thinks his band adds to traditional string 

music, folk and bluegrass music. He mentions Jerry Garcia. “He was 

not only a guy that brought new music to people’s ears, he was also a 

conduit for people to go back and listen to older stuff,” he says. 

“I think we are in that same tradition,” Wagler continues. “We are 

offering a certain path to really look back: Where does this music 

come from? It has a history and a context.”

But he is clear that, as songwriters, The Steel Wheels are very 

much rooted in 2018. “We’re relatively progressive guys in modern 

America who are displeased with what we are seeing in the political 

landscape,” Wagler explains. “That’s our reality.”

The Steel Wheels play 8 pm Saturday, Oct. 20, at Hi-Fi Music Hall 

Lounge; $15 advance, $18 door, 21-plus. — Will Kennedy

JAZZ STATION Jammin' With The 
Pros—7:30pm; $5

JERSEY'S Karaoke w/Sassy 
Patty—8pm; n/c

LUCKEY'S CLUB Wednesday 
Night Sessions with The 
Groove Crew—10pm; $5

MAC'S NIGHTCLUB & 

RESTAURANT JOHN CLIFTON 
BLUES—6PM; N/C  

MOHAWK TAVERN Karaoke w/
Caught in the Act—9pm; n/c

MULLIGAN'S PUB Open Mic—
8:30pm; variety, n/c

SAM BOND'S GARAGE SPOOKY 
MANSION,NOVACANE & 
LAUNDRY—9PM; $5

 THE DRAKE Connah Jay—
10pm; n/c

THE POKER LOUNGE DJ'd Party 
Nights—8pm; n/c

WEST END TAVERN Karaoke—
9pm; n/c

CORVALLIS 
AND THE REGION
BOMBS AWAY CAFE - Corvallis

TH Jazz Jam—9pm; n/c

CLOUD & KELLY'S PUBLIC 

HOUSE - Corvallis

TH Free Range Open Mic—
8pm; n/c

SU Celtic Jam Session—
3:30pm; n/c

MO Bryson Skaar—7pm; n/c

TU Celtic Jam—7pm; n/c

10PM FRIDAY, OCTOBER 19
WAVE ACTION (PDX), THE PURRS (SEA), THOM 

SIMON ($5) (PSYCH/SURF/ROCK)

10PM SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20
THE CRITICAL SHAKES, KING GHIDORAH (PDX), 

EGOTONES ($5) (SURF FROM SPACE)

100 YEARSCLUB

luckeysclub.com • In the heart of the Barmuda Triangle
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