MOVIES

BY MOLLY TEMPLETON

YOU CAN CHECK OUT
BUTYOU CAN NEVER LEAVE

Mysterious strangers collide in Drew Goddard’s
new Bad Times at the El Royale

ad Times at the El Royale is the multi-talented Drew Goddard’s first film as a direc-
tor since 2012’s horror delight The Cabin in the Woods — another tale about a group
of people in an isolated location having an unexpected and often deadly experience.
Goddard is involved in J.J. Abram’s unpredictable Cloverfield franchise — he
wrote the original film — and given the loose weirdness of that “series,” I rather
want Goddard to do the same thing with his own films.

Let’s see a group of folks having a weird weekend in a castle, or in a strange city, or on a
frigid island. (It can’t be a warm island. Goddard already worked on Lost.) He excels at taking a
handful of character types and making something new — and generally bloody — out of them.

The other commonality between Cabin and EI Royale is Chris Hemsworth, whom you
may or may not know better as Thor. Six years ago, he was a mere mortal, a 20-something
who made a poor choice about how to escape the cabin’s clutches.

Now Hemsworth has one of my favorite a-star-goes-dark roles: the dangerous beefcake
(see also: Brad Pitt in Kalifornia). He waltzes into Goddard’s languidly paced film like a
big cat, a shirtless cult leader who says, “Let’s have an allegory!” as he sets two women
against each other to prove a point. (It’s a rather timely point.)

El Royale is extremely well cast, and Hemsworth is only one of its charms. There’s
Dakota Johnson, freed of the Fifty Shades movies, as a steely hippie trying to help her
troubled sister; Jon Hamm, who serves as the audience’s introduction to the weirdness of
the El Royale itself; Jeff Bridges in grizzled drifter mode with a priest’s collar; Lewis Pull-
man as the hotel’s lone employee, the nervous clerk Miles; and, most important, Cynthia
Erivo as Darlene Sweet, a singer who’s just trying to get to a gig in Reno.

Erivo won a Tony for her performance in the recent Broadway revival of The Color
Purple, but this and next month’s Widows are her first film roles. And she walks away with
this one. It’s not just her voice — Darlene spends quite a bit of time singing — but her pres-
ence that captivates. She more than holds her own with Bridges, and has a speech in which
she has absolutely had it with fragile little men. It’s a mesmerizing moment, and one of sev-
eral in which Goddard pauses the action to focus on the characters’ as-yet-unseen layers.

El Royale may try your patience, though I loved the slow-burn, multi-faceted lead-up to
its violent finale. It occasionally slips into worn-out clichés (the female characters are built
too overtly on abuse and sexism). But Goddard is an old hand at juggling tropes and char-
acter, action and feeling, and the movie reflects the breadth of his resume as a creator and
writer: the scrappy vibe of Buffy, the puzzle-box of Lost, the religious struggle of Daredevil.

For all its violence and strife, EI Royale is a sympathetic movie, and one about how
people, given the chance, will continue to surprise you. ®
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REGULAR
ADMISSION
$9ADULTS
$S8STUDENTS
$6SENIORS
$6BEFORESPM

OPEN EVERY DAY

OCTOBER19-25

FREE SOLO
ADVANCE TICKETS RECOMMENDED
NO PASSES OR DISCOUNTS

FRI 12:05 12:40 220 250 430
500 6:45 710 9:20

SAT 1240 220 2:50 430
500 645 710 9:20

SUN 12205 12:40 220 250 430
500 645 710 9:20

12:40 220 2:50 430
500 6:45 710 9:20

12:40 220 250 430
500 710 9:20

COLETTE
pay 1100 130 4:00 6:30 9:00

HALLOWEEN (1978)
HELD OVER

FRI-SUN 9:00
MON-TUE  12:00 9:00
WED 1200

THU10/25 1200 9:30

ASTARISBORN
pay 1100 2200 500 750

METROarts
PREMIUM EVENT ADMISSION

TCHAIKOVSKY'S
THE SLEEPING BEAUTY

SAT 11:30

FUNNY GIRL: THE MUSICAL
WED 715

NTL: FRANKENSTEIN

WITH BENEDICT CUMBERBATCH
ASTHE CREATURE

THU10/25  7:00

MON-TUE

WED-THU

k. 10/19-10/25

J 492 . 13th Ave
%, ART CINEMAS &2 541-357-0375
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Serving the Eugene Community for Over 35 Years!

THE OLD MAN & THE GUN (PG-13)
Based on the true story of Forrest Tucker (Robert Redford in
possibly his last role), from his audacious escape from San
Quentin o the age of 70 o an unprecedented string of heiss that
confounded authorities and enchanted the public.

Friday - Sunday
12:30, 2:45, 5:00, 7:15, 9:30
Monday - Thursday
1:30*, 3:40, 5:45, 8:00
*1:30 pm show on Wed will be played with open captions

bijou-cinemas.com

THE SISTERS BROTHERS (R)

In 1850s Oregon, two brothers — Eli and Charlie Sisters — are
hired to kill a prospector who has stolen from their boss. Based
on Patrick Dewitt’s acclaimed novel. Directed by Jacques Audiard
(A Prophet) and starring John C. Reilly, Joaquin Phoenix, Jake
Gyllenhaal, Riz Ahmed.
1:00*, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30

*1:00 pm show on Wed will be played with open captions

Local beer, wine and cider... & now kombucha on tap!

TICKET PRICES: MATINEE before 5pm $6
ADULT $8 | STUDENT$7 | SENIOR 62-+ $6 CHILD age 12 & under $6

FRIDAY -

10 YEAR
ANNIVERSARY
LIMITED SEATING

OCT 19TH - OCT 25TH
*SAT/SUN MATINEE ONLY (85 TIY)
**SHOW CANCELLED 10/19

*MISSION
IMPOSSIBLE
FALLOUT
230

WON'T YOU BE
*EIGHTH GRADE MYNE"iHBUR’ SEARCHING

SLUMDOG
MILLIONAIRE **SEAHCHING THESHINING BLAKKKLANSMAN
)]

lverF ire.

Open House &

Product Demonstrations
Saturday, October 20

12pm to 4pm

: Off-Grid Cooking & Preparedness Products
Wood & Solar Cooking Demonstrations

LR .
2472 Willamette St. in South Eugene

www.silverfire.us
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