BY MOLLY TEMPLETON

MOVIES

THE STORIES WE TELL

Madeline’s Madeline takes an immersive, affecting plunge
into the life of a confident teenager

t first, Madeline is a cat.

Cats sniff things; they curl up in strange places; they pounce; they rub their
faces on their people and want scritches. Madeline (Helena Howard) does all
these things. Her mother, Regina (Miranda July), is disconcerted, but goes along
with it well enough. Madeline’s being a cat is not really all that unusual.

Madeline is 16, biracial and an actress; Regina drives her to rehearsals where she is the
youngest member of a diverse theater troupe led by Evangeline (Molly Parker, a master at
atypical maternal roles). Madeline becomes a sea turtle on the lip of the stage; she watches
the other performers intently.

Often, in Josephine Decker’s third feature film, focus is unsteady, unpredictable; the
camera stares just at a person’s eyes or through the eyeholes of a mask, leaving important
things blurry or shifting more often than you expect.

From the first frames, Decker shows us her visual language, which isn’t like any other,
and she leaves us to translate it as we will. It’s exhilarating — and a little scary, given how
hand-holdy mainstream films are — to feel that trusted as a viewer.

Madeline’s Madeline creates a strangely immersive film experience, which is fitting:
Evangeline is trying to create an immersive theater project. She cozies up to charismatic
yet quiet Madeline, asking her about her relationship with her mother, her history, her
feelings, beginning to build the show’s narrative around the young woman. Things seep in
from reality: a cat, an iron, Madeline’s mother’s floral sweater, Madeline’s stint in a psych
ward.

But Madeline’s life is her own — she makes unwise choices, she stares blankly at
adults, she shifts from excited to surly faster than her bewildered mother can follow. One
of the wonders of Decker’s film is that Madeline’s mercurialness feels so normal; watching
her is remembering the way feelings can drown out everything else when you’re young.
Her self-consciousness is vibrant; her confidence is breathtaking. The way she expresses
the range of existence between those things adds up to one of the most nuanced depictions
of teenagerhood I’ve ever seen.

So many insistent feelings fit in the swirling frames of this film. July plays up Regina’s
seeming fragility. The scene in which she temporarily joins the troupe for a round of im-
prov is painful to watch, all that insecurity artfully mirrored.

Parker is distressingly good at the careful tightrope walk of the teacher in a close teach-
er-student relationship, her face saying everything she probably shouldn’t say to a child
not her own: I’m disappointed in you, you’re scaring me, why do you act like that and how
can I use your story?

But this film belongs to Howard, and in more ways than it would be fair to explain
here. She lets us see the exploration that performance can be, the way she stretches herself,
chooses new ways to interact with her reality and reclaims stories she’s been told about her-
self. When she takes back her narrative, the movie flips, or eats its own tail, or inverts itself.

I wish I could read about every viewer’s experience of the film’s end, in which Decker
faces the questions her own film raises about who a story belongs to, who gets to tell it
and how it gets told. These questions aren’t answered, but reconceived, presented anew:
Madeline’s Madeline is not a statement but a fiercely curious exploration of the dense rela-
tionships between artist and viewer, art and life, story and teller, and the different ways we
perform ourselves every day. (Broadway Metro) m
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MADELINE'S MADELINE
FRI-WED 11:00 110 7:40 9:40
THU9/6 1100 110 10:00
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SORRY TO BOTHER YOU
I 100130 400 920
SAT 130 400 920

SUN 11:00 130 4:00 9:20
MON-THU 11:00 1:30 4:00 6:45 9:20
THREE IDENTICAL STRANGERS
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THE MISEDUCATION OF

CAMERON POST
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BLACKKKLANSMAN

FRI-SUN  11:00 2:00 5:00 6:30 810
MON-THU 11:00 2:00 5:00 810
EIGHTH GRADE

paly 320 5:30

METROARTS

PREMIUM EVENT ADMISSION
BROADWAY/WEST END:

ELAINE STRITCH AT LIBERTY (2001)
SAT 11:00

THU9/6 730

COMING SOON
3100: RUN AND BECOME
JULIET, NAKED MANDY

BUY TICKETS ONLINE AT
BROADWAYMETRO.COM
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REGULAR
ADMISSION
$9 ADULTS
$8STUDENTS
$6SENIORS
$6BEFORE5 PM
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I Largest Selection
I of Asian Groceries
I Seaweed, rice, noodles, frozen products,

deli, snacks, drinks, sauces, spices,
1 produce, housewares, and more.
I We carry groceries from Holland,
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Sale

1
1
1
|  OPEN LABOR DAY 9AM-7PM
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0 OFF EVERYTHING
IN THE STORE!

* Excluding case prices
0 and rice 10Ibs & up. I

Offer expires 9/5/18

www.sunriseasianfood.com

M-Th 9am-7pmeF 9am-8pmeSa 9am-7pmeSu 10am-6pm
70 W. 29th Ave. Eugene ¢ 541-343-3295

'} EVERGREEN
' NUTRITION

15% OFF*
CBD &
HEMP OILS

IN SEPTEMBER
Help Your Body Maintain
Homeostaisis (balance)

By Nourishing Your Innate
Endocannabinoid System!

e Capsules * Softgels
e Oral Sprays  ® Drops
* Topicals ¢ Concentrates

*15% OFF CV SCIENCES, HEMPCEUTIX, GEM & MB (250MG)
SEVERAL NEW PRODUCTS
ARE NOW AVAILABLE
1653 Willamette Street
M-F9-6 ¢ Sat10-5 ¢ Sun 11-5
FREE OFF-STREET PARKING
541-485-5100
www.evergreennutrition.com ¢
00 0000000O0OCOCOCOGONOGOOOSNOS
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Serving the Eugene Community for Over 35 Years!
BLINDSPOTTING (R)

Lifelong friends Daveed Diggs and Rafael Casal co-wrote and sfar in this
timely and wildly entertaining story about the intersection of race and class,

set against the backdrop of a rapidly gentrifying Oakland.
1:30, 3:45, 6:00, 8:15

PUZZLE (R)
Agnes (Kelly Macdonald), taken for granted as a suburban mother, discovers
a passion for solving jigsaw puzzles, which unexpectedly draws her info a
new world — where her life unfolds in ways she could never have imagined.

Co-starring Irfan Khan.

Friday - Tuesday 1:00, 3:15, 5:30, 7:45
Wednesday 1:00, 3:15, 8:00

Thursday 1:00, 3:15, 5:30, 7:45

bijou-cinemas.com

EOS presents

VINCENT VAN GOGH: A NEW WAY OF SEEING
(Encore Screening)
Arevealing look at the world’s most beloved arfist, with exclusive access to
the Van Gogh Museum.
$8.00 General Admission. No discounts or passes.

Wednesday 6:00 pm

TICKET PRICES: MATINEE hefore 5pm $6
ADULT $8 | STUDENT$7 | SENIOR 62-+ $6 CHILD age 12 & under $6

TIX| $5 SUNDAYS | STUDENT

I $7 | $3TUESDAYS | bscount

avib

MNOR ) 762-1700 1180 E. 5TH AVE

DAVIDMINORTHEATER. COM
$3 TUESDAYS

AUG 31ST - SEPT 6TH
*SAT & SUN MATINEE ONLY **NO SHOWINGS ON FRIDAY, 8/31

MAMMA MIA!

HERE WE GO
AGAIN RBG
310t 320

HEARTS BEAT
LOUD

DEADPOOL 2
505 515

‘ﬁ?j_?“j D LEANSS

WON'T YOU BE

MYNEIGHBOR? ANIMAL HOUSE OCEAN'S EicT  UPGRADE
7:00™ 7157 845

Al

BOB JAMES

AUTO REPAIR

o41-485-1575
SERVING LANE CO. FOR 35 YEARS

CERTIFIED TECHNICIAN
160 N. JEFFERSON
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