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young boys, he was extraordinary. I will 

always be grateful to him for helping my 

son become the person that he is now. 

Bob Warren

Eugene

GREENHOUSE GASLIGHTING?

Last week’s letter by Northwest Natu-

ral Gas (EW, 7/26) misses several points 

and leads readers astray. Everyone agrees: 

affordable heating is crucial, and cooling 

is becoming more important as climate 

change produces hotter, longer summers.

Jon Kloor ignores these facts: EWEB 

provides heating to many more customers 

than does NWN gas, and has financial as-

sistance programs for residents in need.

A huge factor omitted in NWN’s calcu-

lus is the “externalized” costs of its green-

house gas emissions — negative social and 

financial consequences of climate change, 
like health problems, agricultural losses, 

and more floods and fires.
Renewable natural gas (biogas) systems 

from agricultural, wastewater or landfill 

sources might be brought online in the fu-

ture. But NWN has proposed no replace-

ment scenarios projecting carbon savings 

over time. Even if all waste resources were 

optimized, biogas would replace only a 

fraction of current supply. The “30 percent 

carbon savings by 2035” goal is a tiny con-

tribution to what’s necessary to adequately 
address current GHG emissions.

Most important for Eugene’s Climate 

Action Plan is the data concerning NWN 

emissions right here at home. In 2015, 

natural gas used by NWN’s 30,000 cus-

tomers produced 243,000 metric tons of 

CO2, as compared to 30,000 metric tons 

produced by EWEB’s 86,000 customers — 

that’s eight times more, produced by fewer 

than half as many customers (2016 Eugene 

Community GHG Inventory).

We share NWN’s goal of a renewable-

energy future, and we respect their right to 

engage in a profit-making business — but 
not at the expense of Eugene’s residents.

Linda Heyl

350 Eugene

@EUGENEWEEKLY

Food • Fun • Entertainment

FREE TO THE PUBLIC

Enjoy festivities and help celebrate 

non-profi t organizations that 

provide humanitarian services 

throughout our community. 

For information: (541) 285-3309

email: info@nobelpeacelaureates.org

Nobel Peace Park
Family Peace Day Festival 

(in Alton Baker Park)

Saturday, August 18, 10am to 2pm

Sponsored by NOBEL PEACE LAUREATE PROJECT

FREE kids’ activities, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Aug 14: Superhero Day!       
We accept EBT/Credit/Debit 

LaneCountyFarmersMarket.org for more info

Tuesday Market, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 8th & Oak St.

Farmers Market Family Days

GLUTEN FREE
breakfast | sandwiches | paninis

37 W. 13th Ave 
Tue - Fri 7:30am to 2pm, Sat 9am to 12pm

(541) 653-6370

Order online at www.dietzeatz.com

775 Monroe St.  

Eugene, OR 97402 

(541) 762 - 2009

www.injoywellnessmassage.com 

TIRED? 

STRESSED?

Call or book online!

Visit InJoy Wellness, 

Eugene’s premiere healing 

and massage center!


