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STUCK IN MIDDLE SCHOOL
Bo Burnham’s Eighth Grade shows teen angst is forever

F
or all the things that have changed about being a teen — apps and laptops, likes and 

subscribes, the endless awareness that everyone else really is having more fun than 

you are, or at least filtering it to make it look that way — the basics are the same.
In his debut feature, Eighth Grade, writer-director Bo Burnham cleverly uses the 

way things have changed to illustrate the way they’re no different: Loneliness sucks. 
Crushes are impossible. Adults are weird and try too hard. Connecting with people is a series 
of failures: putting yourself out there, online or off, and facing rejection, again and again.

Kayla (the magical Elsie Fisher) is enduring all of this. Her YouTube advice videos, 
full of standard-issue “Be yourself!” encouragement, get only a few views. The world may 
go into dramatic slo-mo when she spots the boy she’s crushing on, but he notices her only 

when she fibs about what kind of pictures she has on her phone. When a classmate’s well-
intentioned mom invites her to a pool party, she goes, though you can see in her face she 

knows it’s unlikely to be a good time. 
This is the stuff that matters when you’re a young teen, and the best thing about Eighth 

Grade is that Burnham understands this. His eye for the weight of the little things is pre-

cise, whether he’s observing the rhythmless middle-school band or the way Kayla slinks 

into the pool party, hand around her middle. 
Eighth Grade rests entirely on Fisher’s slumped shoulders. And she’s got this. As ear-

nest, playing-at-being-surly, enthusiastic at the wrong times Kayla, she embodies the way 

middle school is nowhere land, a terrible purgatory before the seeming freedom of high 

school. Her posture, her imperfect skin, her delivery — it’s so natural it hardly feels like 
acting. If Kayla has a weakness, it’s that Burnham’s screenplay never lets us in on what she 
cares about, beyond the approval of her peers: Does she like music or care about being in 

band? What does she read? What does she sing when she takes the mic at karaoke? 
Fisher shines to the end, but the movie around her starts to wade into more familiar teen-

movie territory. Briefly, Kayla connects with an older girl, Olivia (Emily Robinson), who 
shows her around high school — but after a horrible encounter with one of Olivia’s male 
classmates, we never see her again. As is so often the case, the complex questions of how 
young women navigate fragile friendships are disappointingly outside the scope of the film. 
Kayla wants a bestie as well as a boyfriend, but only one of these things is part of the story.

In the film’s most evocative scene, Kayla, alone in her room, drifts into the online world 
to the nigh-rapturous strains of Enya’s “Orinoco Flow.” It’s anachronistic and perfect be-

cause of that: What she’s doing is the same kind of escape angsty adolescents have craved 
for ages. Get me out of here! Get me over there. Eighth Grade sometimes ducks the hardest 

parts of its own story, but Burnham’s grasp on the agonizing uncertainty of not knowing 

who you are or where you belong is undeniable — and so is the hope he leaves us with: 

Kayla will figure it out.  (Broadway Metro, Cinemark)

BLACKkKLANSMAN  
NO PASSES OR DISCOUNTS 
FRI-SAT  1:15 4:15 7:10 8:45 
SUN 11:00 1:15 4:15 7:10 8:45 
MON-WED  1:15 4:15 7:10 8:45 
THU 8/16  1:15 4:15 7:10 9:30
GENERATION WEALTH  
ONE WEEK ONLY 
FRI  3:50 9:35 
SAT-SUN 11:00 3:50 9:35 
MON-THU  3:50 9:35
EIGHTH GRADE 
FRI  1:10 3:20 5:30 
 7:40 8:50 9:45 
SAT-SUN 11:00 1:10 3:20 5:30 
 7:40 8:50 9:45 
MON-THU  1:10 3:20 5:30 
 7:40 8:50 9:45
DON'T WORRY, HE WON'T  
GET FAR ON FOOT 
DAILY 1:25 6:15
WON'T YOU BE MY NEIGHBOR? 
FRI  2:00 4:20 6:30 
SAT-SUN 11:00 2:00 4:20 6:30 
MON-WED  2:00 4:20 6:30 
THU 8/16  2:00 4:20
METROarts: RSC: ROMEO & JULIET 
PREMIUM EVENT ADMISSION 
SAT 11:00 
THU 8/16 6:30

AUGUST 10-16

43 W. BROADWAY 
(541) 686-2458

REGULAR  
ADMISSION 
$9 ADULTS 

$8 STUDENTS 
$6 SENIORS 

$6 BEFORE 5 PM

OPEN EVERY DAY

AUG 10TH - AUG 16TH

TIX 
$7

STUDENT
& SENIOR
DISCOUNT

$5 SUNDAYS 

$3 TUESDAYS

SICARIO 2
8:45

DEADPOOL 2
4:50

RBG
6:50

HEARTS BEAT 
LOUD
7:00

THE RIDER
5:00

ISLE OF DOGS 
8:35

762-1700 | 180 E. 5TH AVE
DAVIDMINORTHEATER.COM

$3 TUESDAYS

1653 Willamette Street 
M-F 9-6  •  Sat 10-5  •  Sun 11-5 

FREE OFF-STREET PARKING 

541-485-5100 
www.evergreennutrition.com 

EVERGREEN 
NUTRITION

25% OFF
TRACE MINERALS 

RESEARCH 
HYDRATION PRODUCTS

I N  AU G U S T

Energize, Hydrate & 
Balance Electrolytes

ELECTROLYTE-STAMINA 

POWER-PAKS

ENDURE PERFORMANCE 

ELECTROLYTES

Serving the Eugene Community for Over 35 Years!

TICKET PRICES: MATINEE before 5pm $6
ADULT $8 | STUDENT $7 | SENIOR 62+ $6  CHILD age 12 & under $6

bijou-cinemas.com

8/10 - 8/16

 492 E. 13th Ave 
541-357-0375

 MOVIES
THAT

MATTER

LEAVE NO TRACE (PG)
A father ((Ben Foster) and his thirteen year-old daughter (Thomasin McKen-
zie) are living an ideal existence in a vast urban park in Portland, Oregon, 
when a small mistake derails their lives forever. Directed by Debra Granik 
(Winter’s Bone). The best reviewed movie of the summer and 100% RT.
1:00, 6:00, 8:30

THREE IDENTICAL STRANGERS (PG-13)
New York, 1980: three complete strangers accidentally discover that they 
are identical triplets, separated at birth. The 19-year-olds’ joyous reunion 
catapults them to international fame, but it also unlocks an extraordinary 
and disturbing secret that goes beyond their own lives - and could transform 
our understanding of human nature forever.
Friday - Tuesday 1:30, 4:00, 6:30
Wednesday 1:30, 3:45
Thursday 1:30, 4:00, 6:30

SORRY TO BOTHER YOU (R)
In an alternate present-day version of Oakland, telemarketer Cassius Green 
discovers a magical key to professional success, propelling him into a 
universe of greed.
Friday - Tuesday 3:30, 8:45
Wednesday 3:30, 8:00
Thursday 3:30, 8:45

EOS presents 

DAVID HOCKNEY AT THE ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS 
A Bigger Picture 2012 & 82 Portraits and One Still Life 2016. 
$8.00 General Admission. 
No discounts or passes.
Wednesday 6:00 pm

Asian Food

Market

Asian Food

Market

www.sunriseasianfood.com
M-Th 9am-7pm•F 9am-8pm•Sa 9am-7pm•Su 10am-6pm

70 W. 29th Ave. Eugene • 541-343-3295

Now Featuring

Middle Eastern Food 
& Vegetarian Items

Including Vegetarian Seafood,  
Meat Substitutes & Snacks

Asian Groceries
Seaweed, rice, noodles, frozen products, 

deli, snacks, drinks, sauces, spices, 
produce, housewares, and more.

Sushi & Asian deli take-out

29TH AVENUE
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Sunrise

Woodfield Station
SHOPPING CENTER

BOB JAMES
AUTO REPAIR

541-485-1575

SERVING L ANE CO. FOR 35 YE ARS

CERT IFIED TECHNICIAN

160 N. JEFFERSON


