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A
lthough Eugene’s controversial downtown “dog 

ban” lapsed late last year, another recent restriction 

aims to limit dogs downtown by banning those 

without rabies vaccinations. Unfortunately for lo-

cal dog lovers, the new ban includes all puppies.

Back on May 29, the Eugene City Council passed an 

ordinance restricting “unlicensed dogs” from the down-

town sector, stating that pets in that area must have a valid 

license on their collar or harness certifying that they have 

been vaccinated for rabies. Since puppies are not vacci-

nated for rabies before they are a couple months old, this 

effectively means that the City Council has banned puppies 

from the downtown core. 

Scott Haynes lives in downtown Eugene with his Ger-

man shorthair pointer puppy Duncan.

Duncan is 10 weeks old, not quite old enough to receive 

the rabies vaccination. 

“Fourteen weeks is when the vets will do it,” Haynes 

says of the rabies vaccination, “because it’s one of the last 

one [dogs] get.”

Though the age can vary within a few weeks, Michelle 

Pedigo, practice manager at Q Street Animal Hospital in 

Springfield, says 16 weeks is usually the go-to age. 
“Usually 16 weeks is the best time,” Pedigo says. “Usu-

ally around the time when they’re already going to get 

spayed or neutered.” 

The city isn’t budging on this ordinance, though. Laura 

Hammond, community relations director for the city, says 

the rule applies to all dogs. 

“Since puppies cannot be vaccinated until a certain age, 

owners should try to avoid taking their puppies into the des-

ignated area,” Hammond says. “If they are contacted by an 

officer about their dog, they will be given information about 
the licensing requirement before further action is taken.”

Haynes, an incoming graduate student working on get-

ting his masters degree in social work, says he first heard 
about the new dog ordinance from a friend but has not been 

confronted by any police officers about his puppy; in fact, 
he’s had quite the opposite experience.

“It was kind of funny,” Haynes says. “There were two 

police officers in the middle of arresting somebody and 
they stopped and one of them was like, ‘Look at this pup-

py,’ and got the other one’s attention.”

Haynes says the officers stopped what they were doing 
to casually ask him how old Duncan was while the person 

they were arresting was in handcuffs sitting on the curb. 

“And then there were two police who came to my build-

ing to do a wellness check on somebody,” Haynes says, 

“and they saw him and didn’t say anything.”

Haynes says he’s talked to travelers and other people 

experiencing homelessness downtown who haven’t had 

such pleasant interactions with the authorities.

“I’ve talked to some other people downtown, some 

travelers, who saw my puppy and told me that one of their 

friends got a citation or a ticket or something for having a 

puppy,” Haynes says. 

He says he supports dogs having to get rabies vaccines, 

but the fact that the ordinance is only in the downtown area 

— and not the whole city — shows some bias towards tar-

geting the homeless population.  

The city, and Lane County, each require dogs over 6 
months or with permanent canine teeth to have rabies vac-

cinations and be licensed.

“It’s kind of a subtle way of saying, ‘We don’t want 

homeless people here,’ essentially,” Haynes says. “Be-

cause that strip of downtown is where the majority of peo-

ple experiencing homelessness live in Eugene, and so, it’s 

kind of easy to put two and two together.”

Haynes says it seems like as long as you don’t look like 

you’re homeless, you won’t get asked about your dog. 

“I feel like the city, if they want to address homeless-

ness as an issue they’re concerned about, going about it in 

this sort of back way just seems unfair,” Haynes says.

He adds: “I can sympathize with the businesses because I 

feel like downtown businesses can suffer because of tourists 

or people who live further out in Eugene who might be intimi-

dated by seeing a bunch of travelers and their dogs,” Haynes 

says. “But, I don’t think having a dog ban is the way to go.” ■

• Weyerhaeuser Company, 541-744-

4600, plans to aerial and/or ground spray 

1,307 acres near North Fork Smith River, 

Whittaker Creek, Ferguson Road, Nelson 

Mountain Road, Triangle Lake, Bear Ridge 

Road, Hwy. 36 near Alderwood, Lawrence 

Rodd and Congdon Creek with aminopy-

ralid, glyphosate, imazapyr, indaziflam, 

metsulfuron methyl, oxyfluorfen, penox-

sulam, sulfometuron methyl, triclopyr. 

Conquer, Foam Buster, Grounded and/or 

MSO Concentrate. See ODF notifications 

2018-781-09195, 09212, 09215, 09226, 

09231, 09242, 09239 and 09245, call 

Robin Biesecker at 541-935-2283 with 

questions.

Weyehaeuser also plans to spray 750.3 

acres near Congdon Creek, Michaels Creek, 

Nelson Creek, Post Creek, North Fork Fish 

Creek and Spring Creek with imazapyr. See 

ODF notification 2018-781-08926, call 

Robin Biesecker at 541-935-2283 with 

questions.

Weyehaeuser also plans to spray 634.4 

acres near Dahl Creek, Edwards Creek, 

McCauley Creek and Middle Fork Calapooya 

Creek with imazapyr, triclopyr, glyphosate, 

aminopyralid and metsulfuron methyl, 

clopyralid, Forest Crop Oil, W.E.B. Oil, Brush 

& Basal Oil, Crop Oil Concentrate, Forest 

Crop Oil and/or MSO Concentrate. See ODF 

notifications 2018-771-09037 and 2018-

771-09194, call Tim Meehan at 541-726-

3588 with questions.
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FROM DOG BAN TO PUPPY BAN
A new Eugene ordinance allowing only vaccinated dogs downtown overlooks puppies

NO DOGS ALLOWED! NOT EVEN CUTE PUPPIES IN DOWNTOWN EUGENE


