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PROCEEDS BENEFIT WIGGLY TAILS

VETERINARY EXPENSES

GET YOURSELF TESTED

And for men, it's as easy as 1, 2, Pee.

STD Tests are generally quick, easy and
painless. A lot of the time, all you have

to do is peein a cup.

Protect yourself.
Protect your partner.

Planned
Parenthood’

Care. No matter what.

10 min from campu$§

Make your appointment today!
ppsworegon.org | 541-344-9411
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25% OFF
VAC-U-LOCK

ESSES

ACCESSORIES

10% OFF
WOMANIZER
+ Sree Gift! HA&

BOGO
1/2 OFF

JOH20 FLAVORS

Adult Shop

290 River Rd | 86784 Franklin Blvd | 720 Garfield

B3 £ e-adultshop.com - 541.636.3203
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S.A.RA’s

Shelter Animal Resource Alliance

Rescued Cat of the Week

Teakisa

.. handsome guy
with brown

and black

tabby markings
surrounded with
white and only
half a tail!! This 4
year old is goofy
and just adores to play and climb his cat trees. He has an
affectionate side too and enjoys human companionship
and gives amazing head bumps! Please stop by S.A.R.A's
Treasures any day between 10am and 6pm to meet Teak
and all of his rescued, adoptable friends.
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S.A.R.A.s Treasures
Gift and Thrift Shop

volunteer * donate  shop * adopt
871 River Road * 607-8892 < Open Everyday 10-6
www.sarastreasures.org

CouchHosting.org

Features:
* Leads and tips on finding low cost
places to crash, when available.
*Leads on companies that will co-
sign your next apartment lease with
you for a fee.
*Tips on stretching your budget and
how to skip paying bills without
penalties if you are unemployed-
underemployed. (Homelessness
Prevention Section)
*Call or text 541-636-6269 for more
info. Nat. Turnover League is dead.
* Wanted: Models w/cute pets +
unique couches for photo shoots for
next $5 ea. art cards to be sold on the
street. Pay is $50 per shoot.

RETROACTIVE
BLESSINGS
BY DAN SAVAGE

SAVAGE
LOVE

Without snooping, | came across texts between my wife “Mary” and a guy “Jeremy” of a very
sexual nature. While | would be okay if she were doing this and | knew about it, this has been go-
ing on since before we met. (We've been together 10 years.) She says she has never met him in
person (despite communicating with him for more than a decade!) and this was the only thing
she was doing that she thought would have been out of bounds. Again, if I had known, it would
have been fine. I’'m not okay with her being with other guys, but | know harmless flirting can be
arelease. Still, | have issues with anxiety and depression, and this is definitely triggering me. |
do not want to snoop and | want to trust her, but | am having a hard time with both. Prior to this,
it never occurred to me that Mary would do anything that had a whiff of dishonesty about it. But
her having kept this from me for as long as | have known her has made me question that. | don’t
want to keep bringing this up to her, but | am struggling with it. What do you think | should do?

Upset In The Midwest

I think you should get over it, UITM.

Easier said than done, | realize, particularly with the twin burdens of anxiety and depression.
But if you would have been fine with this had you known—if there was no reason for Mary to hide
this LTR-of-sorts from you—the best way to prove that to her is by giving it your retroactive blessing.

You're right, UITM: Mary shouldn’t have hidden this from you. But she assumed—incorrectly, as it
turned out—you would have a problem with those texts. It was a reasonable assumption on her part,
since swapping flirty texts with a stranger is regarded as “out of bounds” by most. While this makes
Mary’s failure to disclose look a little worse, we live in a culture that defines absolutely everything as
cheating—don’t get me started on the idiocy that is “micro-infidelities” and the idiots pushing that
toxic concept—and as a consequence, people not only lack perspective (oh, to live in a world where
everyone regarded harmless flirtation as no big deal!) but also the language to honesty discuss our
need for a little harmless erotic affirmation from someone who isn't obligated to find us attractive,
i.e.,, not a spouse or partner.

Put yourself in Mary’s shoes for a moment. When should she have told you about Jeremy? What
would you have done if on the third or fourth date, she looked up from her menu and said, “I've been
swapping flirty texts with this guy for, oh, the last several years. | have no interestin him in real life,
we've actually never even metin person, but | enjoy his texts and would like to keep swapping texts
with him. | hope that’s not a problem.” You would have dumped her on the spot, right? She didn’t want
to stop, she didn’t know how to talk about it, she hesitated, and... a decade went by.

If there’s nothing else—if no other shoes drop—give this your retroactive blessing.

I have an unusual situation. | met a girl | am crazy about. She didn’t really have any inter-
est in me except for the occasional drink; she just wanted to be friends. A few months later, |
saw her at a bar. We drank a bit more than we could handle and slept together, and | thought we
would start dating. A few weeks went by, and she always had an excuse as to why we couldn’t
hang out. Then one night, she texted to say she wanted to see me, but I could tell she was tipsy.
We went out for a few more drinks and then slept together again. A week later, the same thing
happened. When | contact her during the day, she never seems interested. But | run over like
a starved dog when she calls at night. (Sadly, due to stress and overwork, | usually can’t get
hard when I go over. That’s become a big issue.) She’s very attractive, and I’'m surprised she has
any interest in me at all, but it’s only when she’s drunk. Besides her looks, I'm attracted by her
personality and intelligence. | don’t know what attracts her to me except maybe I’'m her booty
call, but recently | have been terrible at it. The last time we hooked up, she told me she’s quitting
drinking. Maybe she won’t contact me anymore. My question: Is it worth pursuing this if | get
my ED situation fixed? Or should | just move on and if she does contact me one night, | just say,
“Sorry, not interested”? It’s obvious she’s using me. But we actually have good conversations
despite us both being drunk and it kinda seems like a date of some sort. What do you think?

Summoned With A Text

She’s interested in you for only one thing (sex] and at only one time (when she’s drunk, horny,
and out of other options] ... and she can summon you with a single drunken late-night text. It’s actu-
ally not an unusual situation, SWAT—millions of people have received similar summonses. So long
as the summoned person doesn’t want anything more than sex from the person issuing the sum-
mons, Yahtzee: Everybody gets laid, nobody gets hurt. But if the person being summoned wants
more—ifthe summonee has unrequited feelings for the summoner—the summoned person is going
to get hurt. Because what the summoner is essentially saying is this: “l want sex; | don’t want you.”
Evenif the sex is good, the rejection that comes bundled in that summons stings and the hurt grows
over time.

So, yeah, stop answering thatdrunk girl's summonses. Let her know you want more than sex, and
if she’s not interested in something more, you're not interested in her. As for those erectile issues,
SWAT, try having sex sober, earlier in the evening, and with someone who doesn’t regard your dick as
aconsolation prize. | bet they clear right up.

I am a transgender man, and my girlfriend is a transgender woman, and we have hit a pla-
teau. Intimate time is rare, communication is minimal, and although | care for her deeply, | do
not like her as a person and no longer want to get married. | have considered asking if we could
open up the relationship, but | doubt that is the solution. How does one end a long-term rela-
tionship?

Help Relationship Transition

Whatever you do, HRT, please—please—don’t ask to open up your relationship when what you
really want is out. A lot of people who want out do this, and it's why so many people believe all re-
quests to open a relationship are a sign the relationship is doomed. People who want out but ask for
open inevitably get out in the end. People who want open and ask for open and get it tend to stay.
But since most couples in open relationships aren’t public about it (most are more comfortable being
perceived as monogamous), people hear about the insincere requests that preceded a breakup and
conclude all requests are insincere.

Anyway, HRT, how does one end a long-term relationship? One uses one’s words. If “| love you”
are the three magic words, then “I'm leaving you” are the three tragic words. Seeing as intimacy is
rare and communication is minimal, it shouldn’t come as a shock to your soon-to-be-ex fiancée.

On the Lovecast, come hang out with the lesbians of the Lez Hang Out podcast: savagelove-
cast.com.

MAIL@SAVAGELOVE.NET - @FAKEDANSAVAGE - THE SAVAGE LOVECAST AT SAVAGELOVECAST.COM
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