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Summer Guide
Movies in the Park: Ratatouille, 9-11pm, Trainsong 
Park. FREE.

SATURDAY, 8/18
Shakespeare in the Park: A Midsummer Night's 

Dream, 6pm, Amazon Community Ctr. FREE.

Dr. Dolittle screening, 6pm, Meadow Park, 851 
Mill St., Spfd. FREE.

Movies in the Park: Black Panther, 9-11pm, 
University Park. FREE.

Silvan Ridge Winery Twilight 5K, annual 5K race 
followed by outdoor concert & wine, benefits 
the Jane Higdon Foundation, picnics OK no 
outside alcohol, beers & non-alcoholic beverages 
available, large groups call ahead, 4-10pm, 345-
1945x0, silvanridge.com. $25.

White Lotus Gallery annual gallery today through 
9/15, White Lotus Gallery, 767 Willamette St.  
FREE.

SUNDAY, 8/19
Sunday Jams, 3-6:30pm, Sladden Park. FREE.

Washburne Park Concerts: Springfield 
Community Band, 6:30-7:30pm, Washburne Park. 
FREE.

Obsidians: Mt Washington Climb 10.5 miles, reg. 
at obsidians.org.

MONDAY, 8/20
The Community Ctr for Performing Arts & City 
of Eugene Present Bass Camp, 9am-5pm today, 
8/22 & 8/24 & 9am-noon, tomorrow & 8/23, 
WOW Hall, 291 W. 8th Ave. $200.

TUESDAY, 8/21
Propagating & dividing plants, 8am, OSU 
Extension Office, 996 Jefferson St. FREE.

Kudana Marimba, 5:30-7:30pm, Arrowhead Park. 
FREE.

WEDNESDAY, 8/22
Eugene's Got Talent: Youth Variety Show, 5-7pm, 
downtown library. FREE.

Market at Concerts in the Park, 4-8pm, Bohemia 
Park Amphitheater, 101 S. 10th St., Cottage Grove.

Concerts in the Park: Men From S.U.R.F., 6:30-
8:30pm, Bohemia Park Amphitheater 101 S. 10th 
St., Cottage Grove. FREE.

THURSDAY, 8/23
Northwest Art & Air Festival in Albany, today 
through 8/26, balloons & kites this year for the 
first time, balloon launches at 6:45am weather 
permitting Fri., Sat. & Sun. Visitors will pay $5 to 
park at Timber-Linn Memorial Park or the Linn 
County Expo Center. Parking fees will be charged 
on all three days. Early morning launches from 
the south end of Timber-Linn Park, 900 Price 
Rd. SE, Albany. Live music throughout the event. 
nwartandair.org. FREE.

Roving Park Players, Dr. Dolittle, 6-8pm, Petersen 
Barn Community Ctr. FREE.

Mitsuki Dazai, traditional musical instruments, 
5:30-7:15pm, Hult Ctr Plaza. FREE.

Emeralds vs. Tri-City, 7:05pm today, tomorrow, 
Saturday & 8/27 & 5:05pm Sunday, PK Park, UO. 
$12-$15. 

FRIDAY, 8/24
Faerieworlds, ft. Beats Antique & bands & 
musicians from around the world, performances 
& entertainers, Mythic Marketplace w/vendors, 
today through 8/26, Horning’s Hideout, North 
Plains. faerieworlds.com.

Fridays at the Park Blocks: Hip Hop Showcase w/ 
DJ Connah Jay, 5-8:30pm, Park Blocks. FREE.

Tap & Taste, sample small plates & craft 
beverages from some of your favorite local 
restaurateurs & brewers & live music throughout 

T
he  SLUG queen competition is a Eugene 

summer staple, happening every year since 

1983. As the season draws near, the next 

batch of potential SLUG (Society for the 

Legitimization of the Ubiquitous Gastropod) 

queens should start to prepare for the August 

pageant and decide what they’ll do if they get 

to reign — excuse me, the preferred spelling is actually 

“RAIN” — over Eugene as our unofficial leader. 
Debbie Williamson, who rained over Eugene in 2011-

2012 as Queen Holly GoSlugly (each queen picks a slug-

themed nickname) says the role of the SLUG queen is 

flexible. “You get to attend all of Eugene’s events with a 
crown on your head,” she says. “You can do as little or as 
much as you want.” 

But there is a charitable component, too. While there 

aren’t a lot of “official” rules associated with the SLUG 
queen’s rain, it is recommended that the queens, who can 

be of any gender, choose a nonprofit to raise awareness 
and money for. This makes the queen more than what 

seems on the surface to be a silly tradition.

Being a SLUG queen is a lifetime job. When you’ve 

given up the throne to a new queen, your title becomes 

“old queen.” 

“Once a queen, always a queen,” Constance Van 

Flandern, also known as Queen Marie Slugtoinette from 

2008-2009, says. “You’re never a former or a past queen.” 
The old queens have a large part in the competition, 

judging the potential new queens. Hopeful queens are 

advised to creatively buy off the old queens for votes, 

though it’s not exactly as nefarious as it sounds.

“We encourage the contestants to bribe early, bribe of-

ten,” Williamson says. “People get confused about that, and 

it sounds really greedy. I can’t speak for the other 34 queens, 

but the best bribe I can get is to see people out and about.” 

She means that if you want to be a SLUG queen, you 

should show up at community-based events and try to get 

the old queens’ attention.

The slimy slug is ubiquitous around in the Willamette 

Valley, and the SLUG queen competition aims to connect 

Eugene to the essence of the often-dissed gastropod. “It’s 

a cultural celebration that really celebrates our identity as 

being unique and being aware of our quirkiness, it has a 

sense of humor,” Van Flandern says. 

This year, incumbent Queen Santa Frida Babosita will 

throw an event, “Meet Me at the Zocalo!” shortly before 

the end of her rain in August as a send-off and a celebration 

of Latinx culture. It will be at the Park Blocks, on 8th 

Avenue and Oak Street. The competition for the 2018-

2019 SLUG Queen will be on the Friday of that week.

The main goal of the SLUG Queen is to connect 

Eugeneans. 

“Everyone can identify with this fun character, and we 

can bring people together in a way that an actual political 

figure may not be able to do,” Van Flandern says. 
The 2018 SLUG Queen competition is Friday, Aug. 10 at the Park Blocks. 

More information can be found at slugqueen.com. 
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TRANSFORM FROM SLUG BUG TO SLUG QUEEN  by Taylor Griggs


