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AY DAY!
Rallies and marches celebrate immigrants and workers

ugene might be more apt to recognize the first of May as Beltaine, an ancient pagan
holiday marking the beginning of summer, but local unions and workers’ rights
organizations would like you to know that May Day is also International Workers'
Day, featuring events locally and in Salem calling attention to worker and immi-
grant rights.

Lonnie Douglas of Eugene-Springfield Solidarity Network points to Chicago’s Haymar-
ket Massacre as the launching point for the modern May Day. While May Day protests and
celebrations might have more traction theses days in Europe and elsewhere, the origins are
with American unions, he says.

Douglas says the first May Day in 1886 led to more than “300,000 workers in 13,000
businesses across the U.S. walking off their jobs in protest against the abuses and greed of
the rich bosses.” In Chicago, 40,000 workers went out on strike demanding an eight-hour
workday.

Two days later, Chicago police fired on protesters and striking steel workers, killing at
least two workers. Then, on May 4, 1886, Douglas says, nearly 3,000 workers gathered in
Haymarket Square. A bomb was thrown into police ranks, killing seven. The police fired
on the workers.

In the wake of the Haymarket affair, International Workers' Day was born.

Douglas says that, in conjunction with local unions, ESSN is using May Day “as an op-
portunity to engage with working class folks and be reminded that all the struggles we have
today were fought 100 years ago in our country.”

He adds, “As workers, we have gotten lax and let corrupt politicians and corporations
take away the prosperity people fought and bled and died for.”

There will be no politicians speaking at the May 1 “We are the Working Class” event,
Douglas says, though they will be there in the crowd. Instead, he says, Lane County Indus-
trial Workers of the World will be hosting a “Soap Box speak out” in which working class
people can share their stories.

There will also be facilitated discussions of “What is a Worker,” “How to Build the
Power of Workers in our Community” and musical performances by the Raging Grannies,
among others. The Neighborhood Anarchist Collective “will be hosting a fair share table
and taking donations for our unhoused community.”

Farther afield, Joel Iboa of CAUSA, Oregon’s immigrants rights organization, says the
group will be holding a rally at the state capitol in Salem, also on May 1.

“The immigrant rights movement has been using May Day as a rallying call for immi-
grants because there are so many immigrant workers, he says.

According to Tboa, CAUSA has been marching to Oregon’s Capitol steps for the past
10 years.

“This is an opportunity for folks to stand with immigrants and workers across our state
and send a clear message that we won’t be silenced by Trump’s anti-worker and anti-immi-
grant policies,” he says.

Iboa says the focus of the May Day March and Rally is driver licenses for all, defending
Oregon’s sanctuary law, standing together for education and solidarity with unions

State Sen. James Manning will speak, and Iboa says that Oregon Gov. Kate Brown will
be signing legislation into law that maintains driving privileges for Oregon’s Dreamers and
temporary protective status holders by permitting them to use expired documentation to
renew or replace a driver license.

The ESSN May Day “We are the Working Class” event is 2 to 7 pm Tuesday, May 1, at Eugene’s downtown Park
Blocks at 8th and Oak; more info from essn@solidaritynetwork.org. CAUSA’s May Day March and Rally is 11:30
am to 2 pm at the Oregon State Capitol, 900 Court Street NE, Salem; to find out more or coordinate a ride from
Eugene, contact Joel Iboa at joel@causaoregon.org or find the event on Facebook.
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Sponsored by:

Whole Earth Nature School
A local non-profit provider of
school-year nature programs
and summer nature camps.

Everyone is fascinated with knives. But how
can you become a competent adult knife user
without first spending time with knives as a child?
Learn why childhood is actually the best time to
explore safe knife use. Follow the Five Knife Safety
Steps and get your kids outside using knives!

Take Risks, Safely: Kids want to do dangerous things. Some more than others,
but the draw toward it is real. Get your kids using knives with your supervision
to allow them a mentored avenue for their proclivity toward danger.Teach them
to feed their need for risk-taking in a responsible way!

Trade a Cut Now for a Lost Finger Later: Kids will get cut using knives, it’s
going to happen.Would you rather they get a small cut when you are around to
bandage their finger (and hurt pride), or banish them from using knives altogether
and worry they’ll only wait until you'’re not around to support and mentor them?
You don’t really want them playing with knives, you want them using a tool.

Knives are Powerful Tools: They can cut and shape wood, and can cut and
misshape flesh.Their power is a double-edged one, and learning how to walk that
line with awareness will help your child realize their own power within them-
selves. Their new confidence will influence other areas of their life, as well.

Connect With a Skill That’s Over 2 Million Years Old: Yes, humans have
been using knives for a loooong time! Help them safely reconnect and they’ll think
you're the most awesome mom or dad, ever! Just teach them the following 5 rules:

I. Sharp Knife = Safe Knife | Dull Knife = Dangerous Knife. Most parents
seem to think that this can't possibly apply to kids and that their kid will be safer
with a dull knife. Please don’t do this. A sharp knife will be more efficient to use,
it will require less force, and if it slips it won't fly out of control.

2. Stay Seated While Carving. This creates a solid and steady foundation, and
avoids the easy temptation to move around with an open knife. Focus all your
attention on what you are doing.

3. Create, and Maintain, Your “Blood Bubble.” A blood bubble is defined as
anywhere you can reach with the combined length of your arm and your knife
blade. Your blood bubble is anywhere that you could accidentally draw blood on
someone else. While carving, make sure that there is no one else within your
blood bubble! Teach others to respect yours, as well.

4. Cut Away From All Body Parts (and stop cutting if you look away). Note
that we didn't say “always cut away from yourself.” It is easy to be cutting away
from your torso but still be cutting toward a finger or even your leg while sitting
down. Also, stop cutting if you need to look away, like when talking with someone.

5. Close or Sheathe Knives Not In Use. Knives that are left with the blade
exposed pose an obvious hazard. Whenever you are finished using your knife, even
if it is only for a few moments, it needs to be folded closed or put into its sheath.
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