
GARDENING BY RACHEL FOSTER

TRUE OR FALSE? 
True Solomon’s seal isn’t native

A
t a plant sale last year I found some nice specimens 

of Solomon’s seal wrongly placed on a table 

reserved for Oregon native plants. And a few 

weeks ago, while volunteering in a city park, I 

overheard someone who should know better refer to one of 

our most cherished natives as “Solomon’s seal.” I’m 

guessing that person does know better, but finds the 

correct common name, “false Solomon’s seal,” a bit of a 

mouthful. 

Confused yet? It’s bad enough that botanical names 

keep changing, as DNA analysis reveals new and surprising 

plant lineages. When common names are confusing as 

well, what’s a gardener to do? 

True Solomon’s seal species belong in the genus 

polygonatum. Several species are used in gardens, notably 

the Eastern U.S. native Polygonatum biflorum and the 

Asian P. odoratum. The latter has some attractive 

variegated cultivars. Solomon’s seal spreads moderately 

slowly by creeping rhizomes that are edible and have some 

medicinal properties. The leaves alternate from side to side 

along each arching stem. One, two or three tubular cream 

flowers are suspended below each leaf node.

One explanation for the name Solomon’s seal is that the 

rhizomes bear scars where previous years’ stems arose, 

scars that are supposed to resemble seals (the wax 

impressions you find on old documents, not the marine 

mammals.) 

No true Solomon’s seal is native here. But two species 

of false Solomon’s seal are native to the Willamette Valley. 

When I first encountered them they were called smilacina 

and were assigned to the lily family. Botanists have since 

moved them to the genus maianthemum, in the asparagus 

family. 

Their common name is, unsurprisingly, derived from 

their resemblance to true Solomon’s seal, though the 

resemblance is really only strong when the fleshy shoots 

first erupt through the soil in spring. The flowers of both 

false Solomon’s seals are quite different from the 

elongated-bell-shaped flowers of Solomon’s seal that hang 

below the leaves. 

Another common name for Maianthemum racemosum, 

the larger of the two false Solomon’s seal species native to 

Oregon, is Solomon’s plume. That name deserves to be 

used more often, because it describes very well the showy 

cluster of small cream blossoms at the end of each upright 

or arching stem.

The stems of Solomon’s plume zigzag gently between 

leaves that alternate from side to side. Solomon’s plume 

increases slowly to form impressive clumps that can reach 

2 or 3 feet in height. In the shade garden they contrast 

nicely with ferns and hellebores. 

Our smaller native species (M. stellatum) is similar in 

form, but it spreads more rapidly and makes looser 

colonies. A few very small white flowers occur at the end 

of each stem. This species goes by starry false Solomon’s 

seal, starry false lily-of-the-valley, or star flower. Oregon 

forests seem full of very small white flowers that could 

plausibly be called star flower, but use the name if you are 

in a rush.  

The best way to use starry false Solomon’s seal in a 

garden is to let it ramble at will among primroses and other 

small shade lovers. 

I should add that there is another maianthemum native 

to Oregon that is known as false lily-of-the-valley. You 

could call it the true false lily-of-the-valley. The leaves of 

Maianthemum dilatatum are broadly heart-shaped, held 

roughly horizontal on short stems that form quite dense 

and extensive colonies. It makes a handsome (though 

deciduous) groundcover for rhododendrons and other 

shrubs, but has sometimes been described as “aggressive.” 

Take warning from C.L. Hitchcock, a distinguished 

authority on plants of the Pacific Northwest, who wrote: 

“An attractive addition to the wild garden that seems 

happiest when invading areas where it is not wanted.” ▪
Rachel Foster lives and gardens in Eugene. She can be reached at rfoster@efn.org.

TRUE SOLOMON’S SEAL

B U L L E T I N  B O A R D

Announcements
EUGENE SEX ADDICTS ANONYMOUS Helpline 
Recording (541-342-5582). For meetings & 
information: www.eugene-saa.com

Wanted
I BUY GOLD & SILVER! Cash on the spot! Call/
text: 541-221-0704. Example: 14K $18/
gram

Pets
GREENHILL HUMANE SOCIETY Everybody 
Deserves a Good Home. Open Fr-Tu 11a-6p, 
closed We/Th. 88530 Green Hill Rd 541-689-
1503 and 1st Avenue Shelter open Tu-Fr 
10a-6p & Sa 10a-5:30p, closed Su/Mo. 
3970 W. 1st Ave 541-844-1777. green-hill.
org See our Pet of the Week!

SHELTER ANIMAL RESOURCE ALLIANCE
S.A.R.A.’s Treasures Gift & Thrift Shop.

Volunteer, Donate, Shop, ADOPT!
871 River Road, Open Daily 10am-6pm.

541-607-8892 sarastreasures.org
LOOK FOR THIS WEEK’S RESCUED CAT.

F O R  S A L E

Lawn & Garden
HUGE PLANT SALE. Large variety of unusual 
plants from my garden. 3000 Calla 
St.,Eugene, 541-689-4686. OPEN DAILY.

Business
FOR SALE: Established hair salon and clien-
tele of 16 years. Includes: 3 station chairs, 2 
shampoo stations, and more. $9,900 541-
968-5368

E M P L O Y M E N T

Help Wanted
CMA’S AT SERENITY LANE. For complete job 
description and application process, visit 
www.serenitylane.org and click on 
Employment Opportunities. Drug Free 
Workplace. EOE.

COOKS AT SERENITY LANE. For complete job 
description and application process, visit 
www.serenitylane.org and click on 
Employment Opportunities. Drug Free 
Workplace. EOE.

DISHWASHERS AT SERENITY LANE. For com-
plete job description and application pro-
cess, visit www.serenitylane.org and click 
on Employment Opportunities. Drug Free 
Workplace. EOE.

HOUSEKEEPERS AT SERENITY LANE. For com-
plete job description and application pro-
cess, visit www.serenitylane.org and click 
on Employment Opportunities. Drug Free 
Workplace. EOE.

RN’S AT SERENITY LANE. For complete job 
description and application process, visit 
www.serenitylane.org and click on 
Employment Opportunities. Drug Free 
Workplace. EOE.

Volunteer Opportunities
HEARTS FOR HOSPICE OREGON seeks volun-
teers! Looking to make a difference? Get 
involved by: working in the resale shop, 
sorting donations, join pick-up crew or 
serve on Board. Online application: www.
heartsforhospiceoregon.org OR pick up 
application at our resale shop: 444 Main St., 
Springfield, OR, open Wed.-Sat. 10-5.

W E L L N E S S

Wellness
NEED BIRTH CONTROL? AN ANNUAL EXAM? STI 
TESTING AND TREATMENT? Planned 
Parenthood of Southwestern Oregon 
accepts patients with Blue Cross Blue 
Shield (Including Regence BCBS, Federal 
BD, Premera BCBS, Anthem BCBS), 
PacificSource, Cigna, MODA, Lifewise, First 
Choice Health, Trillium, OHP and other insur-
ances. Make an appointment online today 
at ppsworegon.org or call 800-230-PLAN

H O M E  S E R V I C E S

Cleaning
CONNIE’S CLEANING 1 time, monthly, week-
ly/bi-weekly. 26 yrs. experience. Excellent 
references, reasonable rates. 541-222-
0060

Hauling
THE RECYCLERS SINCE 1989 Jim Calhoun 
541.953.6675 Gus Ramirez 541.514.4283 
SPRING CLEAN UPS. Save on dump runs, 
yardwork, bark delivery, chainsaw work, 
hottubs, scrap removal

Landscape
GREEN TREE YARD MAINTENANCE: Spring 
clean-ups, maintenance, mowing, pruning, 
fertilize, dethatching for residential & com-
mercial. Bonded/insured. 541-650-5692

YARD CLEAN-UP, landscape maintenance 
and fruit tree pruning. Ready for spring 
gardening? Let us help! SPENCER BUTTE 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES (541) 623-0603

Recycling
FREE RECYCLING, FREE REMOVAL Appliances, 
AC units, computers, batteries, metal, mow-
ers, bottles/cans. Tom 541-653-4475.

Yard & Garden
EARTHSCAPES PLUS 

Spring cleanups. Regular maintenance or 
one time. Prune, weeding, bed prep. 
Makeovers are our specialty! Senior dis-
counts. 24 years experience 541-510-4333

P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

Attorney/Legal
DIVORCE $155. Complete preparation. 
Includes children, custody, support, proper-
ty and bills division. No court appearances. 
Divorced in 1-5 weeks possible. 503-772-
5295. www.paralegalalternatives.com  
legalalt@msn.com

Film/Video/Photography
COMMUNITY TELEVISION (Comcast channel 
29) offers hands-on classes in Studio and 
Field Production & Digital Editing. For info 
call 541-790-6616 or info@ctv29.org

A U T O S

Cars
CASH FOR JUNK VEHICLES. Farm & metal, 
etc. No title-Not running. Pay $$$ Cash. 
541-517-6528

L E G A L  N O T I C E S

ABANDON MOBILE HOME: 4175 Fergus Ave # 
13 Eugene, OR 97404. THERE WILL BE NO 
SALE. 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE STATE OF 
OREGON FOR LANE COUNTY [Probate 
Department] Case No. 18PB02352 NOTICE 
TO INTERESTED PERSONS In the Matter of the 
Estate of JACK DODD, deceased. NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that on March 28, 2018, 
Ricky J. Dodd was appointed and deemed 
qualified to act as the personal representa-

tive of the above estate. All persons having 
claims against the estate are hereby 
required to present these claims, with prop-
er vouchers, within four months after the 
date of first publication of this notice, as 
stated below, to the personal representa-
tive, in care of Brian D. Cox, Attorney at Law, 
142 W 8th Ave, Eugene, OR 97401, or they 
may be barred. All persons whose rights 
may be affected by the proceedings in this 
estate may obtain additional information 
from the records of the court, or the attor-
ney for the personal representative. DATED 
AND FIRST PUBLISHED: 04/12/2018. Brian D. 
Cox, OSB #902405 Attorney for Personal 
Representative

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE STATE OF 
OREGON FOR LANE COUNTY Case No. 
18PB01813. NOTICE TO INTERESTED 
PERSONS in the matter of the Estate of 
Shirley Ann Bodine, Deceased. NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that Ronald L. Sperry III has 
qualified and been appointed as the 
Personal Representative of the estate. All 
persons having claims against the estate 
are hereby required to present them, with 
proper vouchers, within four months after 
the date of first publication of this notice, as 
stated below, to the Personal 
Representative, Ronald L. Sperry III, c/o DC 
Law, McKinney & Sperry, PC, P.O. Box 1265, 
Roseburg, OR 97470, or the claims may be 
barred. Dated and first published this 19th 
day of April 2018.Personal Representative: 
Ronald L. Sperry III,  OSB #091525 DC Law 
McKinney & Sperry PC PO Box 1265 
Roseburg, OR   97470 
Telephone:541-673-4451 Fax:541-673-1202

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE STATE OF 
OREGON FOR LANE COUNTY. Case No. 
17PB08094. NOTICE TO INTERESTED 
PERSONS in the matter of the Estate of 
George Andrew Powers III, Deceased. NOTICE 
IS HEREBY GIVEN that Ronald L. Sperry III 
has qualified and been appointed as the 
Personal Representative of the estate. All 
persons having claims against the estate 
are hereby required to present them, with 
proper vouchers, within four months after 
the date of first publication of this notice, as 
stated below, to the Personal 

Representative, Ronald L. Sperry III, c/o DC 
Law, McKinney & Sperry, PC, P.O. Box 1265, 
Roseburg, OR 97470, or the claims may be 
barred. Dated and first published this 5th 
day of April 2018.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE STATE OF 
OREGON FOR LANE COUNTY. Probate 
Department. In the Matter of the Estate of: 
WAYNE ANDREW SEMANCIK, Deceased. Case 
No.18PB02912. NOTICE TO INTERESTED 
PERSONS: NOTICE IS GIVEN that Diane 
Knudtson has been appointed personal rep-
resentative of this estate. All persons hav-
ing claims against the estate are required 
to present them, with vouchers attached, to 
the personal representative c/o Robert Cole 
Tozer, Attorney at Law, 975 Oak St., Suite 
615, Eugene, OR 97401, (541) 345-0795, 
within four months of the date of first publi-
cation of this notice, or the claims may be 
barred. All persons whose rights may be 
affected by the proceedings may obtain 
additional information from the records of 
the court, the personal representative, or 
the personal representative’s attorney, 
Robert Cole Tozer. DATED and first published 
April 19th, 2018. Personal Representative 
/s/ Diane Knudtson

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE STATE OF 
OREGON FOR LINN COUNTY. Case No. 
18PB01815. NOTICE TO INTERESTED 
PERSONS in the matter of the Estate of 
Ronald Leroy Kolling, Deceased. NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that Ronald L. Sperry III has 
qualified and been appointed as the 
Personal Representative of the estate.  All 
persons having claims against the estate 
are hereby required to present them, with 
proper vouchers, within four months after 
the date of first publication of this notice, as 
stated below, to the Personal 
Representative, Ronald L. Sperry III, c/o DC 
Law, McKinney & Sperry, PC, P.O. Box 1265, 
Roseburg, OR 97470, or the claims may be 
barred. Dated and first published this 19th 
day of April 2018. Personal Representative: 
Ronald L. Sperry III,  OSB #091525 DC Law 
McKinney & Sperry PC PO Box 1265 
Roseburg, OR   97470 Telephone:  541-673-
4451 Fax: 541-673-1202

CLASSIFIEDS
L I N E  A D S :  $11/3 L INES

A D D I T I O N A L  L I N E S :  $4

To place a classified ad: CALL 541.484.0519  EMAIL classy@eugeneweekly.com  

WEB classifieds.eugeneweekly.com WRITE 1251 Lincoln St. Eugene, OR 97401  

VISIT our office Monday-Friday 9am-5pm
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