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As a Lane County native, and a 25-year resident of 
East Lane County, Kevin wants a better future for 
our rural communities.  Born in Eugene, the son of 
a social worker and a physicist, Kevin brings both 
a human and a technical 
perspective to community 
problem-solving and building 
win-win solutions.

Kevin worked his way through 
college at a variety of jobs 
from blacksmith and carpenter 
to cannery worker. One season 
he drove a bean harvester 
for Delmonte, out of Salem.  
Kevin graduated from the 
University of California, Santa 
Cruz with a Bachelor’s degree 
in environmental planning, and 
then earned a Master of Architecture degree from 
UC Berkeley.

After college, Kevin returned to Lane County, built a 
successful publishing business, and worked as Editor 
in Chief of ArchitectureWeek.   

Kevin and his wife Patty live at Swan Farm, on the 
Middle Fork Willamette in Dexter, where they are 
working to preserve an endangered breed of horses.

Kevin takes an active role as a community leader, 
something he grew into gradually, volunteering as a 
community advocate up and down the watersheds of 
Lane County.  

For 20-odd years now, Kevin has helped grassroots 
folks in Lane County get heard, when the system 
wouldn’t listen to them.

Ed King applied for zoning changes to blast the top off TV 
Butte in Oakridge, shown here, for years on end.
After four out of five Lane County commissioners rubber-
stamped King’s mine application, Kevin Matthews came to 
the aid of Save TV Butte, local residents fighting the gravel 
strip mine, and helped them win a state land use appeal 
victory in January, stopping King’s mine application.
Then in February, Ed King gave a $5000 personal 
campaign contribution to the appointed incumbent, to 
help ensure another rubber stamp if his application comes 
back to the county board.
Vote for Kevin to level the playing field, not another butte.

In the two decades I’ve worked with Kevin 
Matthews, a candidate for county commissioner in 
the East Lane district, I’ve really appreciated his 
understanding of the social, economic, and environmental 
opportunities for moving the county forward.

Opportunities squandered by the majority of the 
county commissioners, with their last-century timber-
first mentality. Matthews’ intelligent and studied grasp 
of economic issues; his eagerness to explore Lane’s 
“other” timber problems — timber tax subsidies and log 
exports; and his willingness and courage to speak up for 
the majority, are attributes desperately needed to begin 
rebalancing political and economic power in Lane County.

We hear constantly from the commissioners that 
more federal logging will bring rural prosperity, a 20th 
century myth that is even less real today. Matthews has 
realistic plans for rural prosperity, including low-interest 
small-business loans and low-cost, high-speed Internet.

Kevin Matthews exemplifies the qualities we need 
to move us forward.

www.FriendsofKevinMatthews.org

Kevin’s Volunteer and Work Experience includes

Lane Community College Budget Committee

Dexter Rural Fire Protection District Budget Committee

BLM Eugene District Secure Rural Schools Resource Advisory Committee

Conversations on the Forest Co-Leader

West Eugene Collaborative, Mapping Chair

Eugene Neighborhood Leaders Council, 12 years

Southeast Neighbors President, 12 years 

Friends of Eugene, Board President

Eugene Parks Now, Publicity Chair

LRAPA Budget Committee Chair

Jobs and Land Use Roundtable  

Citizens Nature Project, Coordinator

Willamette Resources and Education Network Board

Architecture Faculty, University of Oregon

Santa Cruz Neighborhood Food Coop Board

Organizer, Santa Cruz Central Labor Council, AFL-CIO

Kevin and Patty live on their farm in 
Dexter, with their dogs and horses.

Kevin with his stallion Ehyr Atlaz, born & raised at their farm.
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