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BY R ICK LE V INMOVIES

SILENCE OF THE LAMBS
A family struggles to survive in absolute quiet in the apocalyptic horror thriller A Quiet Place

T
he first third of director John Krasinki’s horror film A Quiet Place is smart and 
plenty creepy, but it had me wondering: Why all the hype?

As the story of a lone family struggling in absolute silence to survive Earth’s 
takeover by a gaggle of blind extraterrestrial monsters who hunt exclusively by 
sound, the movie’s opening scenes are taut and well-paced, revealing Krasinski’s 

directorial talent for manufacturing suspense (he also stars as Lee). They are also pretty 
standard genre boilerplate, familiar to anyone who’s endured the survivalist tensions of a 
zombie flick.

Of course, it’s a nice twist on a familiar theme that Lee’s wife, Evelyn (Emily Blunt), 
is pregnant and, you know, babies make lots of noise. Infants are so inconvenient when 
you’re trying to kick the apocalypse. The clock’s ticking.

And then, about a third of the way into A Quiet Place comes a sequence of events — an 
epic piling up of horrible circumstances — so nerve-wracking that I spontaneously lost all 
suspension of disbelief. It was agonizing and terrifying and excruciating and so much fun. 
And it reminded me of why I love horror films.

And I’m not going to tell you a damn thing more about it, except this: Blunt, who is 
easily one of the best actors working in movies today, carries the scene with a raw, visceral 
force I haven’t seen since Mia Farrow went to term in Rosemary’s Baby. Talk about a labor 
of love.

And still, this middle sequence, and Blunt’s exquisite performance in general, don’t 
entirely explain the near-universal raves being received by the film. Because, unpopular 
as it might be to point out, the movie is riddled with flaws: inconsistencies (how silent 
do you have to be, a little or a lot?), improbable behavior (how long you going to tug on 

that laundry bag, sister?) and, in general, plot holes and leaps of logic that baffled even a 
credulous knucklehead like myself.

But none of that matters, and I think I’ve figured out why. First of all, it’s hard to 
imagine a couple that emanates more good will than the married couple of Krasinski and 
Blunt. They seem to be the antidote to Harvey Weinstein’s Hollywood: genuinely decent 
people who also happen to be phenomenally talented artists possessed by impeccable taste.

Secondly, and more importantly, Krasinski’s movie bucks the party line of horror films, 
in a very important way. Whereas so many scary movies are rooted in a backhanded, ironic 
breed of cynicism — what’s more monstrous in monster movies than the people trying to 
survive the monsters? — A Quiet Place appeals to the better angels of our nature.

The movie inverts the all-too-human atmosphere of distrust and betrayal that drives 
everything from King Kong to Aliens to Jaws to The Walking Dead, substituting it with an 
essentially humane vision in the face of an annihilating threat. The family at the center of 
A Quiet Place sets aside differences and bonds together for the common good, and their 
actions speak to sacrifice instead of rivalry, unity instead of division, all in the face of the 
worst loss imaginable.

Did I just call A Quiet Place a feel-good horror film? Yes. It is, despite significant faults, 
a wonderfully effective thriller, but it also works at the level of salutary mythology, re-
establishing the deepest bonds of family (and humanism, and humanity itself) in the face of 
an overwhelming evil intent on picking people off one by one (all because of the “sound” 
they make).

It’s no wonder, these dark and dastardly days, that such a story is packing theaters. 
(Broadway Metro)

Serving the Eugene Community for Over 35 Years!

TICKET PRICES: MATINEE before 5pm $6
ADULT $8 | STUDENT $7 | SENIOR 62+ $6  CHILD age 12 & under $6

bijou-cinemas.com

4/13 - 4/19

 492 E. 13th Ave 
541-357-0375

 MOVIES
THAT

MATTER

FINDING YOUR FEET (PG-13)
Friday - Sunday 11:30 am, 2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30
Monday - Thursday 1:00, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30

THE DEATH OF STALIN (R)
Friday & Saturday 12:00, 2:30, 5:00, 7:30, 9:45
Sunday 11:30 am, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30
Monday 1:15, 3:45, 6:15, 8:45
Tuesday 1:00, 3:30
Wednesday 1:15, 3:45, 6:15, 8:45
Thursday 1:00, 3:30

BEST OF THE EUGENE 
CHILDREN’S FILM FESTIVAL

Sunday 2:00 pm 
Tickets $5.00 General Admission. Free for Students (K-12).

DISORIENT ASIAN AMERICAN FILM 
FESTIVAL OF OREGON presents:

THE CHINESE EXCLUSION ACT
Tuesday 6:00 pm 
(with Q&A after the show) Tickets $8.00 General Admission

THE JADE PENDANT
Thursday 6:00 pm 
(with Q&A after the show)
Purchase tickets at www.hosteugene.com/disorient

MARROWBONE 
ONE WEEK ONLY 
DAILY 9:00
A QUIET PLACE 
NO PASSES OR DISCOUNTS 
FRI  2:45 5:00 7:20 9:30 
SAT-SUN 12:30 2:45 5:00 7:20 9:30 
MON-THU  2:45 5:00 7:20 9:30
THE LEISURE SEEKER 
FINAL WEEK 
FRI  2:30 4:50 7:10 9:20 
SAT-SUN 12:00 2:30 4:50 7:10 9:20 
MON-THU  2:30 4:50 7:10 9:20
OH LUCY! 
FINAL WEEK 
DAILY 2:45
READY PLAYER ONE 
FRI-SAT  2:55 5:50 8:45 
SUN 12:00 2:55 5:50 8:45 
MON-THU  2:55 5:50 8:45
BOMBSHELL: THE  
HEDY LAMARR STORY 
FRI-SAT  5:00 7:00 
SAT-SUN 12:35 5:00 7:00 
MON-THU  5:00 7:00
METROarts: ROH: CARMEN 
PREMIUM EVENT ADMISSION 
SAT 11:00

APRIL 13-19

BUY TICKETS ONLINE AT 
BROADWAYMETRO.COM

43 W. BROADWAY 
(541) 686-2458

REGULAR  
ADMISSION 
$9 ADULTS 

$8 STUDENTS 
$6 SENIORS 

$6 BEFORE 5 PM

OPEN EVERY DAY

Asian Food

Market

Asian Food

Market

www.sunriseasianfood.com
M-Th 9am-7pm•F 9am-8pm•Sa 9am-7pm•Su 10am-6pm

70 W. 29th Ave. Eugene • 541-343-3295

Now Featuring

Middle Eastern Food 
& Vegetarian Items

Including Vegetarian Seafood,  
Meat Substitutes & Snacks

Asian Groceries
Seaweed, rice, noodles, frozen products, 

deli, snacks, drinks, sauces, spices, 
produce, housewares, and more.

Sushi & Asian deli take-out

29TH AVENUE
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Sunrise

Woodfi eld Station
SHOPPING CENTER


