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GUARDIANSHIPS,
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ALICE M. PLYMELL
132 EAST BROADWAY | SUITE 718
541-343-9341
SPANISH INTERPRETER AVAILABLE
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541-255-2734

245 VAN BUREN | EUGENE

YAHSOLAIT ROSE

Licensed Electrologist

Electrolysis - The only FDA approved
permanent hair removal method

www.roseelectrolysis.com
541-525<1611
Located.in

South Eugene,
OPEN WEEKENDS'

Men, Women,
& TG Welcome
ASK ABOUT OUR

FREE CONSULTATIONS
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KRATOM

BARGAIN TIL ALL KRATOM STOCK
GONE GONE GONER

57 W. BROADWAY 541-687-0139

Mavrisa Fox
Broker

541-344-1406

Marisa@AlternativeRealtor.com

Your New Friend
In Real Estate

www.AlternativeRealtor.com

Fugene’s
Alternative
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OREGON

71 CENTENNIAL LOOP
COBURG X MLK

EASY ACCESS FROM CAL YOUNG, HARLOW, GOODPASTURE NEIGHBORHOODS
Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug. For use only by adults 21 years of age and older. Keep out of reach of children.
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TEXT 'ADULT’ T0 313131 FOR EXCLUSIVE DISCOUNTS

Adult Shop

290 River Rd | 86784 Franklin Blvd | 720 Garfield

B € e-adultshop.com - 541.636.3203

GE0

S.A.RA’s

Shelter Animal Resource Alliance

Rescued Cat of the Week

Meet S.A.R.As newest cat
Popeye! This affectionate
goofball came to us with many
hurdles to overcome: severe
obesity, extreme oral pain due
to stomatitis, & immediately
required dental extractions
(including canines). With your
support, he is headed towards
being a healthy, adoptable

cat with a much deserved
pain-free life ahead! We are
fundraising for our very special
new boy’s medical fund, so

far exceeding $600. With your
support we can save his life and many more. Secure donations can be
made online at sarastreasures.org, in person at S.A.R.A’s Treasures 871
River Rd, or mailed to our mailing address PO Box 41462 Eugene, OR
97404. Thanks for your support!

S.A.R.A.s Treasures

Gift and Thrift Shop
volunteer * donate  shop * adopt
871 River Road * 607-8892 < Open Everyday 10-6
www.sarastreasures.org

CouchHosting.org
Features:

« Guest and Host sign ups for couch
surfing through the FreeWorlder.com
app. Focused on helping homeless
people find free places to crash.

« Leads on companies that will cosign your
next apartment lease with you for a fee.

« Tips on stretching your budget and how
to skip paying bills without penalties if
you are unemployed-underemployed.
(Homelessness Prevention Section). Call
or text 541-636-6269 for more info.

« Fundraising for housing projects and tips
on finding low cost rentals.

ACE ® THE HOLE
BY DAN SAVAGE

SAVAGE
LOVE

'm a 26-year-old cis queer woman. My best friend has identified publicly as asexual for
the past two years. She constantly talks about how since she doesn’t “need” sex, this means
she is asexual. She does have sex, however, and she enjoys it, which | know isn’t disqualifying.
But she also actively seeks out sex partners and sex. But, again, she insists that because she
doesn’t “need” sex the way she presumes the rest of us do, she is asexual. | have an issue with
this. I've never had partnered sex and never really felt the need or desire for it. ’'m plenty happy
with emotional intimacy from others and masturbation for my sexual needs, and | do not par-
ticularly desire a romantic or sexual partner. My friend gets offended if anyone questions her
label, which occurs often in our friend group as people try to understand her situation. | usually
defend her to others since she’s my friend, but as a person who is starting to identify more and
more as asexual, I've grown annoyed at her use of “asexual” as her identifier, to the point that
this may be starting to affect our friendship. I've kept silent because | don’t want to make her
feel attacked—but in the privacy of my own head, I'm calling bulishit on her asexuality. | don’t
particularly want to come out as asexual to her, given the circumstances. Am | just being a
shitty gatekeeping asexual? Do | need to just accept that labels are only as useful as we make
them and let this go?

Actually Coitus Evading

Asexuality—it's a real thing.

“Several population-level studies have now found that about 1 percent of individuals report not
feeling sexual attraction to another person—ever,” Dr. Lori Brotto writes in the Globe and Mail. Dr.
Brotto has extensively studied asexuality, and the data supports the conclusion that asexuality is a
sexual orientation on par with heterosexuality, homosexuality, and bisexuality. “[Asexuality] is not
celibacy, which is the conscious choice to not have sex even though sexual desires may endure,”
Dr. Brotto writes. “Rather, for these individuals, there is no inherent wish for or desire for sex, and
there never has been. They are asexuals, though many prefer to go by the endearing term ‘aces.”

Asexuality—it’s a point on a spectrum and it’s a spectrum unto itself.

“There is a spectrum of sexuality, with sexual and asexual as the endpoints and a gray area
in between,” says whoever wrote the General FAQ at the Asexual Visibility and Education Network
website (asexuality.org). “Many people identify in this gray area under the identity of ‘gray-asexual’
or ‘gray-a.’ Examples of gray-asexuality include an individual who does not normally experience
sexual attraction but does experience it sometimes; experiences sexual attraction but has a low
sex drive; experiences sexual attraction and drive but not strongly enough to want to act on them;
and/or can enjoy and desire sex butonly under very limited and specific circumstances. Even more,
many gray-asexuals still identify as asexual because they may find it easier to explain, especially
if the few instances in which they felt sexual attraction were brief and fleeting. Furthermore, [some]
asexual people in relationships might choose or even want to have sex with their partner as a way
of showing affection, and they might even enjoy it. Others may want to have sex in order to have
children, or to satisfy a curiosity, or for other reasons.”

As for your friend, ACE, well, according to the Protocols of the Elders of Tumblr, we're no longer
allowed to express doubt about someone’s professed sexual orientation or gender identity. So if
Republican US senator Larry Craig of Idaho gets caught trawling for dick in an airport bathroom—
which he did in 2007 —and insists it was all a misunderstanding because, you know, he’s 200 per-
cent straight, well, then he’s straight. (And if Jeffrey Dahmer says he’s a vegetarian...] So even if
your friend pulls the cock from her mouth and/or the pussy off her face only long enough to shout,
“I'M ACE,” before slapping her mouth back down into someone’s lap, then she’s ace, ACE. Maybe in
the same way Larry Craig is straight, your friend is asexual—or, hey, maybe she’s asexual in the
“gray-a” sense, i.e., under certain circumstances (awake, aware, conscious, alert, sentient), she
experiences sexual attraction. Or maybe she’s not a gray-a who identifies as ace butan actual asex-
ual who is having sex for “other reasons.” A person doesn’t have to be celibate to be asexual or to
identify as asexual, ACE, and until there’s an asexual accreditation agency—which there never will
be and never should be—we’ll just have to take your friend’s word for it.

But just as asexuality is a thing, ACE, so too is bullshit. Denial is a thing, and sex shame is an
incredibly destructive thing. Like the guy who has a lot of gay sex but refuses to identify as gay or
bi, it's possible your friend is justa messy closet case—a closeted sexual, someone who wants sex
but doesn't want to be seen as the kind of person who wants sex since only bad people want sex.
Some people twist themselves into the oddest knots so they can have what they want without hav-
ing to admit they wantit. But even if it sounds to you (and me] like your friend’s label is suspect, you
should nevertheless hold your tongue and allow her to identify however she likes. Ask questions,
sure, but challenging her label will only damage your relationship (or further damage it) and make
you feel like a closeted, gatekeeping ace.

And if you find yourself getting annoyed when your ace-identified friend starts in on how she
doesn't really “need” all the sex she’s having, ACE, do what | used to do when | had to listen to guys
I knew for a fact were having tons of gay sex (because they were having it with me) go on and on
about how they didn't really “need” cock: smile, nod, roll 'em over, and fuck 'em in the ass again.
(Feel free to swap “change the subject” for “roll 'em over” and “leave the room” for “fuck ’em in the
ass.”

Settle a dispute between friends? I’'m a straight man who gets hit on fairly often by women,
mostly at the gym. | usually respond with a variation on “I would be interested but I'm married.”
Some of my friends argue that by saying, “I'm interested but I’'m married,” I'm telegraphing an
interest in some sort of affair. That isn’t my intent. | mean it as a compliment. What I’'m trying
to communicate is “You're an attractive person who put yourself out there and | don’t want to
crush your spirit with a curt ‘No.”” What is your take, Dan?

Mutual Attraction Rarely Results In Erotic Dalliances

Which is it, MARRIED: “l would be interested but I'm married” or “l am interested but I'm married”?
Because there’s a difference between ‘I would” and “l am” in this context. When you say, “l would
be interested but I'm married,” you're shutting it down: We could fuck if | wasn’t married, but | am
so we can't. But when you say, “l am interested but I'm married,” that can be read very differently:
I'm down to fuck but—full disclosure—I'm married. If that’s okay with you, let’s find a stairwell and
do this thing.

Would be politely shuts the door, MARRIED, am opens the door a crack and invites the sweaty
woman atthe gym to push againstit to see if it'll open all the way.

On the Lovecast, Alana Massey on the misguided Stop Enabling Sex Traffickers Act: savagelove-
cast.com.

MAIL@SAVAGELOVE.NET - @FAKEDANSAVAGE - THE SAVAGE LOVECAST AT SAVAGELOVECAST.COM
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