A KINDER MURDER

Two girls, feeling and unfeeling, plan a murder
in director Cory Finley’s dark thriller Thoroughbreds

hat, exactly, is a sociopath?

Surprisingly, despite its widespread use these days as a term to describe
everything from U.S. presidents to office colleagues, sociopath not an actual
diagnostic designation. It’s a pop-culture label, like “fascist,” meant to
indiscriminately indicate everything from “rotten son-of-a-bitch” to “soul-

sucking monster.”

For people who lack empathy and all but a twitter of conscience, psychologists prefer
to go with the term “antisocial personality disorder,” though sometimes “narcissistic
personality disorder” seems to fit the bill.

It’s all so confusing. There’s so much evil in the world. How to explain it?

There is nothing particularly antisocial about Amanda (Olivia Cooke), the rich girl who
befriends fellow rich girl Lily (Anya Taylor-Joy) in Thoroughbreds, the chilling debut film
from writer/director Cory Finley. It’s just that Amanda has no feelings whatsoever — no
joy, no anger, no nothing. She is pure intellect and imitation, as capable of coldly mirroring
other people’s emotions as she is of robotically executing an injured horse with her bare
hands.

Lily, on the other hand, is driven by unruly and unresolved emotions, the foremost
of which is a slow-churning rage at her parents, and in particular her stepfather (Paul
Sparks), a condemning iiber-asshole who — when he isn’t mechanically terrorizing Lily as
an inconvenience to his steely upper-class lifestyle — spends hours upstairs on his rowing
machine. If ever there were a poster boy for justifiable homicide ...

Of course, Amanda — as casually as an afterthought — suggests as much to Lily,
wondering aloud if she’s ever thought of killing her stepdad. Despite some resistance (on
both their parts, mind you), the girls eventually hatch a plan, enlisting the tough-talking
townie Tim (the late Anton Yelchin, in his final role) to break into the house with his gun
and do the dirty while the girls are away securing their alibis.

Outwardly, Thoroughbreds follows the zig-zaggy course of a hundred film noirs before
it, and as such it is satisfying if not entirely surprising — it functions as once as a devious,
sin-infected crime thriller as well as a very dark satire, lampooning the empty consolations
of wealth and privilege. It would fit as snugly into a double feature with American Beauty
or Heathers as it would with Heavenly Creatures or Hitchcock’s Rope.

Two things take it over the top. The first is the cast, which is uniformly strong. It’s
bittersweet to watch Yelchin dive so deliciously into the role of a small-time hood and
wonder what might have been. And both leads are tops: Cooke, all eyeful observation and
hyper-logic, does an amazing job at garnering empathy for a character utterly devoid of
that quality, and Taylor-Joy takes a further step into a bright acting future after her breakout
role as the eldest daughter in The Witch.

Most interesting, however, is the way writer/director Finley — a member of the
Youngblood collective of under-30 playwrights — messes around with our ideas and
expectations about what constitutes a sociopath. The bond that slowly develops between
Lily and Amanda presents an unexpected fillip to our understanding of good and evil.
Despite all the emotions being levied one side of the relationship, quite literally, their
unlikely friendship is anchored not in murder but in platonic ideals like truth and sacrifice.

This is what makes the film so unsettling — and so invigorating. It inverts the formula
laid down by cinematic characters from Norman Bates to Leopold and Loeb, forcing us to
ask ourselves some hard questions. Can a “sociopath” be moral? How about more moral that
a so-called well-adjusted person? What are emotions worth? What are the consequences
of passion? Of rationality? Is morality itself merely an emotion masking some ultimate
nihilism? Why do we do the things we do? m

Thoroughbreds opens Friday, March 9, at Broadway Metro.
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Join us for a Community Forum open
to everyone and viewable through
webcast! Submit questions in advance
to EPCrecruit@ci.eugene.or.us, or
bring written questions to the forum.
Questions will be reviewed, themed,
and asked as time permits.

Learn about our three finalists and

the recruitment process at
eugene-or.gov/PoliceChiefRecruitment

Watch the forum on our website at
WWW.eugene-or.gov/webcast
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"School Garden Project is a 501(c)3
non-profit which helps Lane County
schools create, sustain, and use
onsite gardens by providing
resources, professional consultation,
and educational programming."

- www.schoolgardenproject.org

ANNUAL WINE SALE:
MARCH 16-17 (Fri-Sat)
15% OFF ALL WINES

25th & Willamette * 541-345-1014

8AM-10PM « facebook.com/capellamarket
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Serving the Eugene Community for Over 35 Years!

bijou-cinemas.com

GOD’S OWN COUNTRY (NR)
1:30, 6:00

IN BETWEEN (NR)

In Hebrew & Arabic with English Subtitles
3:45, 8:15

NOVITIATE (R)
Friday & Saturday 1:00, 4:00
Sunday - Wednesday 2:00, 5:00, 8:00
Thursday 1:00, 4:00

DAN SAVAGE’S HUMP! FILM FESTIVAL
Friday & Saturday 7:00, 9:00

Purchase tickets at www.humpfilmfest.com

BLOCKERS (R)

Free Advance Screening!

Thursday 7:00 pm

Tickets available one hour prior to showtime

TICKET PRICES: MATINEE hefore 5pm $6
ADULT $8 | STUDENT$7 | SENIOR 62-+ $6 CHILD age 12 & under $6

MARCH 9-15

THOROUGHBREDS
palY 1210 2:50 5:00 7:40 9:40

BEFORE WE VANISH

(SANPO SURU SHINRYAKUSHA)
ONE WEEK ONLY

pAY 845

CALL ME BY YOUR NAME
DAY  12:002:50 5:45 8:40

1, TONYA
FINAL WEEK
palY 1230315 6:05

THE SHAPE OF WATER

I 12:05 2:20 5:00 710 9:35
SAT 2:20 5:00 710 9:35
SUN-WED 12:05 2:20 5:00 710 9:%
THU 12:05 2:20 5:00

METROARTS

PREMIUM EVENT ADMISSION
NATIONAL THEATRE: HAMLET
SAT 11:00
THU 7:00
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43 W. BROADWAY

(541) 686-2458 COMING SOON
REGULAR THE PARTY ANNIHILATION
‘;‘;’:‘3&{%" SUBMISSION OUTSIDEIN
§B STUDENTS BOMBSHELL: THE HEDY LAMARR STORY

$6 SENIORS

$6 BEFORE5 PM BUY TICKETS ONLINE AT

BROADWAYMETRO.COM

OPEN EVERY DAY

TIX| $5 SUNDAYS | STUDENT

. §7 | $3TUESDAYS | oiscounr

ALL AGES

y—  __\
762-1700 1 180 E. 5TH AVE
DAVIDMINORTHEATER.COM

$3 TUESDAYS

MAR 8TH - MAR 15TH
*SATURDAY AND SUNDAY ONLY MATINEE $5
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i * THE DISASTER

THEPOST ~ BLADERUNNER  ARTIST
6:55 : 9:00
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