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The less-than-subtle mocking of the 

high schoolers’ political efforts in Kansas, 

wrapped in the blatant mocking of Kansas 

legislation, is the kind of shaming that is 

trademark of Trump: Eugene Weekly, Bob 

Keefer — how did you get there from here?

How profoundly unimpressive, and 

unfunny.

Nick Chase

Eugene

Editor's Note: Kansas gubernatorial contender Bob 

Keefer, never one to burden taxpayers, happily paid a $20 

processing fee to file his candidacy.

FREAKING OUT

As a fellow chick, Kristine Jensen’s 

letter about the Freudian Slip ad (2/15) 

freaked me out. The last thing any “super 

skinny and young” woman needs to hear is 

that she isn’t “real,” or that she is not “like 

the rest of us.”

In the age of pussyhat solidarity and 

#MeToo, I can’t believe that any woman 

feels it is appropriate to judge another 

woman’s “realness” by her body.  

Sue D’nim

Eugene

APPOINTING OURSELVES  

TO DEATH

Would you willingly submit to an assessor 

or auditor regarding all of your proceedings if 

you were in any kind of public office? You’d 
have to be quite confident in your character 
to reply in the affirmative.

It would surely ease your discomfort 

if you yourself were the one who got to 

pick who this auditor was. Wouldn’t it? 

This way, under-the-table arrangements, 

backstabbing, non-cooperation and other 

unethical and even illegal business could 

proceed unimpeded.

Would it be in line with America’s 

values to, say, appoint a president? Political 

elections distance us from totalitarian 

systems such as monarchies, dictatorships 

and the overthrow of democratically 

elected governments. Appointments are 

much more in line with them. Having those 

who think they are better than the rest 

make the decisions for all of us as a group 

seems an earlier stage in human evolution.

The group that wants to have Eugene 

citizens vote to pick an auditor got about 

13,000 signatures. City officials and 
managers want to be those who appoint 

their own auditors; that is why they’ve 

lately been mobilizing towards this with a 

whopping 80 signatures collected online.

What they want is obvious: Who 

wouldn’t like to be one’s own police 

or at least be able to appoint those who 

police you? This seems obvious from the 

standpoint of those being watched; but 

why would citizens, ordinary members of 

the public, share this desire? 

We should all work together and 

collaborate for a complete and perfect Eugene.

David Ivan Piccioni

Eugene 

SWISS SENSE

Some Americans say the Swiss right to 

bear arms is why their homes, schools and 

borders are safe. But they also have both free 

mental health care and responsible gun laws.

According to my Swiss relatives, only 

licensed military, police, security and 

hunters are allowed to own guns. That’s 

with months of training and penalties for 

improper handling or storage. You can’t 
just pass a 30-minute background check 

and walk out with a weapon and masses 

of ammo like in so much of the U.S. You 
can’t swagger around with a gun on your 

hip, worrying everyone whether you’re 

incompetent or crazy.

But you may discreetly transport guns 

between home, military base, target range 

or hunting. Otherwise, your rights are 

taken away.

That’s why the Swiss have half as 

many gun deaths. And they don’t have the 

school shootings, drills or lockdowns that 

traumatize, injure or kill children here.

You can help. Call Congress to demand 
better background checks and follow-

through. Then share the Sandy Hook video 

“Evan” about shooter warning signs.

We owe it to our children.

Rachel Rich

Eugene
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