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people unlike ourselves will be far more 

productive than vilifying them.

Freedom of speech and the press hang 

together as one heritage. They have to be 

venerated together. Kill one, and the other 

is next on the block.

Christopher Logan

Eugene

OUTDATED PROVINCIALISM

Not so long ago Eugene was “The 

World’s Greatest City for the Arts and Out-

doors.” That exaggeration was short-lived 

and rescinded.

Now the principal of South Eugene 

High School touts the need to identify with 

another braggadocious placeholder: “Lum-

ber Capital of the World.” But so does Ab-

erdeen, Washington, Bangor, Maine, 

Williamsport, Massachusetts, Towanda 

Harbor, New York, etc.

That is clearly a long-since lost moni-

ker for Eugene. The South Eugene High 

lumberman image needed the axe. The 

time was at hand for a more cosmopolitan 

imagination to take form. Instead, outdated 

provincialism keeps its hold.

Christopher Guilfoil

Eugene

THE OREGON WAY

We have a long-standing tradition in 

Oregon — the citizen initiative process. 

Other states that followed our lead refer to 

the initiative process as “the Oregon sys-

tem.” We have a tried-and-true tradition of 

self-government, with the individual elec-

tor being the highest authority for local 

politics.

Thousands of Lane County voters 

signed to place an initiative on the May 

ballot allowing citizens to vote on banning 

the aerial spraying of herbicides. Hundreds 

of volunteers spent thousands of hours col-

lecting signatures. They practiced the most 

sacred chores of grassroots politics, the 

citizen initiative, to have their voice heard.

They submitted more than enough signa-

tures to qualify their petition. They followed 

the rules, dotted the I’s and crossed the T’s.

The commissioners have not voted to 

allow a public vote on their measure.

As a body, the Lane County Commis-

sion has no respect for our traditions. They 

have turned their back on the right of self-

government. They are using intentional 

pre-emptive litigation as an obstacle to 

self-government.

I am a candidate for county commis-

sioner for District 2 (Springfield). If elect-
ed, I will respect the right of Lane County 

citizens to petition their government. If a 

group of citizens follows the rules of the 

initiative process, I will advance the initia-

tive to a countywide ballot.

It’s the right thing to do. It’s the Oregon 

way. 

Joe Berney

Springfield

HEALTH CARE ROULETTE

Over the past 20 years the Children’s 

Health Insurance Program (CHIP) has 
helped reduce the percentage of children 

without health insurance to an all-time low 

of just above 4 percent. It should have been 

a relief when legislation to fund CHIP re-

soundingly passed the House. Instead, its 

funding became a political pawn in the Sen-

ate, where it only gained a six-year reprieve. 

A similar fate awaits Community Health 

Centers (CHCs), which remain unfunded by 
the Senate. CHCs are the main venue of care 

for many CHIP recipients and can literally be 

life-savers for low-income adults and children.

Why is it that our government can spend 

billions on tax relief for the rich and build a 

wall but not fund health care for children?

The simultaneous hostage-taking of 

CHC and CHIP funding was no accident. 

Supporting one without the other is useless. 

Where else would low-income children go 

for medical care even though CHIP fund-

ing has been extended?

Everyone has a right to equal access to 

health care. There is no good time to com-

promise our future by denying long-term 

support to either of these programs. Let’s get 

them funded once and for all and quit playing 

roulette with our children’s well being.

Dianne Robertson

Eugene
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Next at The Shedd |full schedule: theshedd.org|

Fri, Feb 23

Honey Whiskey Trio
+ A Night of Vocal Arts  Feb 24

                      Sat, Feb 24

A Night of Vocal Arts ‘18

Wed, Feb 28
Masters of Hawai’ian Music

Honey Wiskey Trio - Divisi - 
Greater Eugene Chorus - Mind 
the Gap - Inspirational Sounds

Thu, Mar 1

Taj Mahal
Karen

Warren
concert 
sponsor

3.3 Martha Redbone’s Roots Project
3.4 Michael Anderson & microphilharmonic: chamber music of winds
 Harmonie I - Beethoven, Mozart, David Moritz Michael (matinee)
3.8 Chris Smither
3.10 Moombah: Thing-A-Ma-Bob (day) | Squirrel Nut Zippers (eve)


