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BEHIND THE TIMES

UO releases emails between The New York Times editor and UO President Schill

n Oct. 6, 2017, University of Oregon President
Michael Schill was scheduled to deliver the State
of the University address when student activists
occupied the stage demanding changes on cam-
pus.

Schill left the event 12 to 15 minutes after his speech
was slated to begin — without addressing the students —
and recorded his speech and delivered it to the university
via email.

Three days later, Schill pitched an op-ed article to The
New York Times. Through a public records request, Eugene
Weekly received emails detailing Schill’s conversations
with Natalie Shutler, an opinions editor at The New York
Times for the newspaper’s On Campus blog.

The email conversations show a university president
and an editor at The New York Times discussing the “irony”
lost on the students as they protest university policy while
shutting down speech — ultimately comparing students to
fascists.

Through spokesman Tobin Klinger, Schill refused to
comment on the op-ed to EW or to any local media outlets.

In his pitch to The New York Times, Schill wrote: “A
small group of students shouted down a speech I was pre-
pared to deliver on Friday.” Schill called the incident a
“growing problem on campuses” that “deeply troubles”
him.

On Oct. 23, Schill’s op-ed “The Misguided Student
Crusade Against ‘Fascism’” appeared in The New York
Times.

After Schill sent his first draft to Shutler, she suggested
ideas that pointed out “offensive speech” on campus.

“It makes some very interesting points that show,
broadly, the strain of obstructive activism on campus,”
Shutler wrote.

“T was struck by the idea that these students would hurl
the word ‘fascist’ at you, when they themselves are pro-
testing offensive ideas,” she wrote. “I wonder if you could
grapple more with the offensiveness (aside from the obvi-
ous stupidity) of the students’ calling you a fascist.”

Shutler did not respond to several emails or phone calls
to The New York Times for comment.

In the same email, Shutler wrote that students calling
Schill a “fascist” is “so ridiculous.”

“It’s a silly thing to say, but it’s well within their rights
to say it. As long as they don’t shut me down. In an odd
twist, the most fascist act of all is shutting down speech,
but the irony is lost on them ...” Shutler says, referring to
students.

What these emails fail to discuss is the lengths the Uni-
versity of Oregon went through to use social media and
media captured by journalists during the protests to iden-
tify students, send them disciplinary letters and ultimately
charge them with violations of the student conduct code.

Michael Dreiling, a sociology professor and president
of the UO Academics union, says students who received
disciplinary letters after protesting were confused by the
two options being offered by the Student Conduct and
Community Standards Office.

The first option “was a route that didn’t result in any
formal charges, though the way it was communicated, it
sounded like people were being charged,” Dreiling says.
“But the second option did produce allegations; it did re-
sult in reprimands with charges.”

Charley Landeros, a member of the UO Student Collec-
tive, a student activist organization, was one of the several
students who received a disciplinary letter. Landeros says
they chose the second option — where students were given
the opportunity to dispute the charges in a hearing.

According to Landeros, he attended a hearing where he
argued he was not guilty of the charges alleged by the Stu-
dent Conduct office. “They sent me another email a week
later saying they found me guilty of the alleged charges,
and right now I am in the appeals process, which is not re-
ally going that well.”

Landeros says they were heard by one person, Katy
Larkin, associate director for Investigations and Group Ac-
countability, Student Conduct and Community Standards,
who they say found them guilty.

“The student conduct [code] says you’re allowed to
bring relevant witnesses as well, yet I was denied that right.
I wasn’t allowed to bring anyone in there,” Landeros says.

According to the university’s Student Conduct Code,
“procedural protections” are in place for students who are
accused of violating the code. Section E in the code states
that students can expect “[t]Jo propose relevant witnesses
and submit suggested questions to the Director.”

As several student protesters began to grapple with dis-
ciplinary letters accusing them of “failure to comply” and
“disruption of university,” Shutler and Schill were discuss-
ing the response to Schill’s op-ed.

“Yes, it is getting a lot of attention,” Shutler wrote.
“This is a tough topic and I thought you brought an inter-
esting and compassionate angle to it. I’d love to get cof-
fee in November. Would you mind stopping by the Times
building in midtown?”

Schill and Vice President for University Communica-
tions Kyle Henley were in the Times building on Nov. 8,
according to emails. “We are the two lost looking guys in
suits in the cafeteria,” Henley wrote.

Members of the university faculty sent Schill emails
and the faculty union drafted a letter condemning Schill’s
op-ed and the treatment of student protesters.

“The president’s decision to make the issue highly pub-
lic has politicized this case and undermined any semblance
of due process for students,” Dreiling wrote. “It is very
difficult to not see the president’s actions and the charges
from your office as a very unwelcome form of targeted in-
timidation.”

Dreiling tells EW, “For our university president to go
to The New York Times for this kind of issue, honestly was
something that many people think was completely out of
line, and it was doing nothing to support the principles of
free speech, speech advocacy or academic freedom. It was
if anything producing a silence or chilling effect on the
right to assemble, and the right to speak out on issues in
our public space.”

One student who received a disciplinary letter has yet to
meet with the student conduct office because her meetings
have been canceled twice.

“I don’t know what’s going on. Are they going to drop
the charges or not?” asks Fama Gedi, a UO junior.

“I think they are trying to limit our freedom of speech,”
she continues. “It’s just that simple. I think they are trying
to scare us away from doing that or just from ever speaking
against anything really. I don’t think it’s just the way we
went about it. T don’t think they want to hear or care about
students’ voices.”

EW also attempted to reach Natalie Shutler via Twit-
ter, whose summary reads, “College kids, I’'m tryin to hear
from you.”

The records obtained by EW can be viewed in full on
our website. m

LANE COUNTY AREA
SPRAY INFORMATION

e Weyerhaeuser Company, 541-744-4600, plans to
spray 202.8 acres east and west of Lorane and 1361.9
acres in east Lane County and 472.5 acres mostly south of
Cottage Grove and roadsides in Lane County with chemicals
including imazapyr, glyphosate, triclopyr, aminopyralid
and Metsulfuron methyl, clopyralid, Forest Crop Oil, W.E.B.
0il, Brush & Basal Oil and/or Crop Oil Concentrate. See ODF
notifications 2018-771-01936, 2018-781-02446, 2018-
771-02466, 2018-771-02486 and 2018-781-02492, call
Dan Menk or Tim Meehan at 541-935-2283 with questions.

* M Three Timber, 541-767-3785, plans to aerial and
ground spray 273.6 acres near Round Mountain with
glyphosate, Westar, Velpar DF, Transline, Spray Indicator,
Foam Buster and/or Plantskydd Animal Repellent. See ODF
notifications 2018-781-02108 and 2018-781-02113, call
Brian Peterson at 541-935-2283 with questions.

e David Nowak, 541-521-9933, plans to hire Northwest
Reforestation Services LLC, 541-520-6215, to spray
Polaris SP, Polaris AC, Garlon 4 Ultra, Westar, Ve Ipar DF, Oust
XP and/or MSO Concentrate on 60.2 acres near McBeth Rd.
See 0ODF notification 2018-781-02165, call Brian Peterson
at935-2283 with questions.

e Franklin Clarkson Timber Company, LLC, 541-809-
0090, plans to hire Wilbur Ellis Co, 360-262-3197, to aerial
and/or ground spray 110.8 acres between Territorial Hwy
and Panther Creek Rd and 209.7 acres in east Lane County
with glyphosate, sulfometuron methyl, 2,4-D, clopyralid,
hexazinone, atrazine, triclopyr, Crosshair, Foam Buster,
Grounded, Insist 90, Liberate, MSO Concentrate, No Foam,
Super Spread MSO and/or Syl-Tac. See ODF notifications
2018-781-02569 and 2018-771-02572, call Brian
Peterson at 541-935-2283 with questions.Beth Road. See
ODF notification 2018-781-02165, call Brian Peterson at
541-935-2283 with questions.

Compiled by Gary Hale, Forestland Dwellers: forestlanddwellers.org

POLLUTION UPDATE

The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ)
sent a pre-enforcement notice to Herb Vloedman of Fern
Ridge Self Storage Jan. 26 for illegally “discharging
sediment laden or turbid flows of stormwater ... to surface
waters” at its facility on Luther Lane in Veneta. DEQ
characterized this as a serious violation, and also cited
Fern Ridge Self Storage for “failure to conduct and
document visual monitoring and inspections.” Pre-
enforcement notices like this one refer violations to DEQ’s
Office of Compliance and Enforcement for more formal
enforcement, including potential assessment of civil
penalties.

Doug Quirke/Oregon Clean Water Action Project
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