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T
wo reports of swastikas on the Toys "R" Us build-

ing on Valley River Drive in Eugene were made 

to the Human Rights and Neighborhood Commis-

sion last week. On Thursday, Jan. 4, a driver on 

Delta Highway saw a swastika on the side of the 

building. 

Meanwhile, Eugene resident Sarah Buck was shopping 

at the toy store when she noticed that no store employees 

were present at the checkout lines. 

“The manager informed us that everyone was outside 

because they just found someone had come and graffitied 
the store with swastikas and anti-Semitic stuff on the out-

side walls and the truck,” Buck says. 

The Toys "R" Us building was spray-painted with a red 

swastika, the word “Tygarclan” and a five-pointed star. A 
second swastika was spray painted on an empty semi-truck 

trailer in the parking lot of the Toys "R" Us. 

Jessica Offerjost, a spokeswoman with Toys "R" Us 

corporate office in Wayne, New Jersey, initially spoke on 
the phone with Eugene Weekly, saying the company was 

looking into the incident and requesting copies of photo-

graphs taken of the graffiti.
In a later email, Offerjost writes, “Early morning on 

Thursday, January 4, the Toys "R" Us in Eugene, OR, was 

vandalized. We have zero tolerance for these actions and are 
working with authorities to identify anyone involved.” 

On Jan. 8 reports of graffiti targeting immigrants and 
DREAMers were made on the University of Oregon Cam-

pus. Early Monday morning, the Trump administration had 

announced its plans to end temporary protection status for 

citizens of El Salvador.  

Kelly McIver, public information officer with the UO 
Police Department, says the chalked graffiti was found early 
on Jan. 8, and campus planning and facilities management 

was still compiling a comprehensive list of what they found. 

McIver sent EW a story slated to be published on UO’s 

Around the O news website that says, “Among the slogans 
found on campus sidewalks were ‘Deport them all’ and ‘End 

white guilt.’ The graffiti is a reminder of the recent increase 
in bias incidents nationally as well as in Oregon and Eu-

gene.” 

McIver says he saw a photo of graffiti including the 
“Make America Great Again” slogan and Trump 2020. 

The Eugene Police Department received a report of the 

swastika on the Toys "R" Us building, according to Public 

Information Coordinator John Hankemeier. He says people 

should definitely report graffiti to the police if they see it. 
These incidents took place in the weeks after an Orego-

nian story, which was picked up internationally, spotlighted 

Eugene as a hotbed of emboldened white nationalism. Many 

of the incidents depicted in the story took place in Spring-

field and Creswell in addition to Eugene, and some were 
originally reported by EW.

Eugene’s Human Rights Commission Hate and Bias 

Crimes report found that hate and bias crimes were up dur-

ing the third quarter of 2017. Compared to the third quarter 
in 2016, with 29 reported hate and bias crimes, 2017 saw 57 
reports of hate and bias crimes.

According to the report, “A man witnessed a racial slur 
and a threat on his locker and two nooses hanging from the 

ceiling at his place of work.”

Another example in the report stated, “a church employ-

ee found racial slurs in graffiti on his place of work.”
Compared to data from 2016, hate and bias crimes were 

on track to more than double in 2017. 
Sarah Buck says the swastikas make her feel unsafe. 

“It was really bizarre because it’s just something you 

don’t expect will happen,” Buck says. “Eugene has this 
whole narrative of being such an open and accommodating 

community and normally it is — but clearly we have the 

other end of the spectrum as well — and it’s also clear that 

they are making their presence known.” 

NEWS BY CO RINNE BOYE R

SWASTIKAS & ANTI-IMMIGRATION 
SLOGANS PAINTED IN EUGENE
Toys "R" Us and the University of Oregon are targets of racist graffiti
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Asian Food

Market

Asian Food

Market

www.sunriseasianfood.com
M-Th 9am-7pm•F 9am-8pm•Sa 9am-7pm•Su 10am-6pm

70 W. 29th Ave. Eugene • 541-343-3295

Now Featuring

Middle Eastern Food 
& Vegetarian Items

Including Vegetarian Seafood,  
Meat Substitutes & Snacks

Asian Groceries
Seaweed, rice, noodles, frozen products, 

deli, snacks, drinks, sauces, spices, 
produce, housewares, and more.

Sushi & Asian deli take-out

29TH AVENUE
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Sunrise

Woodfi eld Station
SHOPPING CENTER

Serving the Eugene Community for Over 35 Years!

TICKET PRICES: MATINEE before 5pm $6
ADULT $8 | STUDENT $7 | SENIOR 62+ $6  CHILD age 12 & under $6

Local beer, wine and cider... & now kombucha on tap!

bijou-cinemas.com

1/12 - 1/18

 492 E. 13th Ave 
541-357-0375

 MOVIES
THAT

MATTER

DARKEST HOUR (PG-13)
12:00, 2:45, 5:30, 8:15

THREE BILLBOARDS OUTSIDE 
EBBING, MISSOURI (R)

1:00, 6:00

LADY BIRD (R)
3:30, 8:30

COMING SOON:
PHANTOM THREAD (1/19)
IN THE FADE (2/2)
OSCAR NOMINATED SHORT FILMS - 
LIVE ACTION & ANIMATION (2/9) 
THE INSULT (2/16)

IMAX: JUMANJI: WELCOME TO THE JUNGLE
[CC,DV] (PG-13) ★ Fri. - Sat.1200 300 600 900

PADDINGTON 2 [CC,DV] (PG) Fri.(1125 200) 440 720 1000
Sat.1030 (1125 200) 440 720 1000

COMMUTER [CC,DV] (PG-13)
Fri. - Sat.(1130 215) 500 750 1030

PROUD MARY [CC,DV] (R) Fri. - Sat.(1220 250) 510 740 1020

INSIDIOUS: THE LAST KEY [CC,DV] (PG-13)
Fri. - Sat.(1150 235) 520 800 1040

EX-FILE 3 (QIAN REN 3) NR Fri. - Sat.(1140 240) 540 840

MOLLY'S GAME [CC,DV] (R) Fri. - Sat.(1200 310) 630 950

PITCH PERFECT 3 [CC,DV] (PG-13)
Fri. - Sat.(1130 200) 430 710 940

THE POST [CC,DV] (PG-13) Fri. - Sat.(1210 330) 620 915

JUMANJI: WELCOME TO THE JUNGLE [CC,DV] (PG-13)
Fri. - Sat.(100) 400 700 1000

THE GREATEST SHOWMAN [CC,DV] (PG)
Fri. - Sat.(1230 330) 610 850

FERDINAND [CC,DV] (PG) Fri. - Sat.(100 PM 350 PM) 650 PM

STAR WARS: LAST JEDI [CC,DV] (PG-13)
Fri. - Sat.(1140 310) 610 640 940 1010

DISASTER ARTIST [CC,DV] (R) Fri. - Sat.930 PM

COCO [CC,DV] (PG) Fri. - Sat.(1240 PM 320 PM)

LADY BIRD [CC,DV] (R) Fri. - Sat.(1150 215) 450 730 1010

COMMUTER [CC,DV] (PG-13) Fri. - Sat.(130) 430 715 950

PADDINGTON 2 [CC,DV] (PG) Fri. - Sat.(115) 400 645 915

INSIDIOUS: THE LAST KEY [CC,DV] (PG-13)
Fri. - Sat.(140) 445 730 1005

1653 Willamette Street 
M-F 9-6  •  Sat 10-5  •  Sun 11-5 

FREE OFF-STREET PARKING 
541-485-5100 

www.evergreennutrition.com 

EVERGREEN 
NUTRITION

15-20% OFF*
CBD OIL 

PRODUCTS
I N  JA N U A RY

Studies show that CBD oil can 
be helpful for anxiety & stress.
OPTIONS INCLUDE:
 • Capsules  • Softgels 
 • Oral Sprays  • Drops 
 • Topicals • Concentrates

For People & For Pets
NOW FEATURING 

GREEN EARTH MEDICINALS 
OREGON-GROWN CANNABIS

*15% OFF CV SCIENCES & NEW GEM CBD ; 20% OFF MB SCALAR CBD


