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THE ORIGINAL TESLA

Eugene’s Harmonic Laboratory takes an artistic look at a tech pioneer

lean energy. Wireless charging. A world con-

nected by invisible communication technology.

For many, these technologies are today’s reality

and tomorrow’s hope — but they were first real-

istically envisioned more than a century ago by
a Serbian-American immigrant whose name most of us
know only because a new car is named after him.

Nikola Tesla, born in 1856, conceived some of the cru-
cial underlying technology that makes it possible for us to
flip a switch in our homes to cause light and heat and the
internet and Game of Thrones to magically appear. Tesla’s
nearly 300 patents include early contributions to radio, al-
ternating current and more. Some speculate that had his
visions been realized, we’d have much cleaner, cheaper,
non climate-change-inducing energy today, using renew-
able sources like wind, magnetism and hydropower, and
requiring less expensive infrastructure.

Chances are you didn’t read about him in school,
though. Tesla’s quirky personality, perhaps even on the au-
tism spectrum, made him a difficult fit for relationships,
both personal and financial. Many of the eccentric genius’s
most visionary ideas (he had some crackpot notions, too)
were swiped, subverted or suppressed.

Contemporary legends like Thomas Edison and George
Westinghouse gained riches and renown, while Tesla, after
achieving worldwide notoriety and his own fortune, died
penniless in 1943, his closest friends being the pigeons
he consorted with in the various New York City hotels he
called home.

Tesla’s tumultuous story has been told in books and
documentaries, but a new, born-in-Eugene multimedia pro-

duction aims to bring his ideas to life in an unconventional,
multidimensional way appropriate to its imaginative sub-
ject.

In Tesla: Light, Sound, Color, premiering Jan. 10 and
11 at the Hult Center’s Soreng Theater and repeating in
Portland and Bend, Eugene’s Harmonic Laboratory ex-
plores the trailblazing scientist and inventor’s world and
works through a combination of dance, music, animation
and onstage physics experiments.

“He’s an unsung hero,” says Brad Garner, who cho-
reographed and directs the show. “We wouldn’t have cell
phones and power in our homes without his work.”

Garner, a dance prof, is one of four UO faculty mem-
bers who make up Harmonic Laboratory, a nonprofit in-
terdisciplinary collective unaffiliated with the university.
Founded in 2010, the lab creates art that eludes conven-
tional genre categories and often tries to involve margin-
alized, underrepresented and emerging voices, usually in-
volving interactions between art and science.

Previous Harmonic Laboratory projects include
Platform Festival, (sub)Urban Projections, Four Corners,
an interactive dance piece about volcanoes and another
that transforms literary classics into Mozartean music. The
group has worked with the city of Eugene’s Cultural Ser-
vices Division and has produced arts projects as far away
as James Madison University in Virginia.

After receiving a prestigious Creative Heights grant
for Tesla from the Oregon Community Foundation, the
group storyboarded concepts. Then its composers, Jere-
my Schropp and John Bellona, wrote music that Garner
choreographed, and finally John Park created animations.

“All of us have a propensity for abstraction,” Garner
acknowledges, so to give the audience historical and bi-
ographical context and a clearer narrative thread, they
added explanatory slides, a silent role for a performer who
represents Tesla himself and a physicist who will demo
several brief experiments onstage. Performers include
dancers from Eugene Ballet and the UO, Eugene’s superb
Delgani String Quartet and more.

The show pairs original traditional artistic styles
(ballet-influenced movement, Schropp’s classical-form
acoustic chamber music, straightforward representational
imagery) with contemporary approaches (modern dance,
Bellona’s electronic sounds, abstract animations to illus-
trate electromagnetic energy fields, for example) to create
a kind of conversation between past and present — em-
bodying Tesla’s vast reach across the decades.

While structured chronologically, the mixed-media
production is less a biography than an exploration of the
cultural, social, scientific and philosophical implications of
Tesla’s life and legacy.

“You’re going to come away knowing more about him
than you did coming in,” Garner says, “but we’re still be-
ing true to ourselves as artists.”

That’s important to Tesla’s creative team, who not only
admired their subject’s achievements but also his stubborn
persistence despite setbacks.

“As contemporary artists we feel a bit misunderstood,
not nearly to the extent he did,” Garner explains. Tesla pro-
vides a model of how “to stay creative when no one under-
stands your vision.” m
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ADDITIONAL LINES: $4

OHP

Uninsured?

WE CAN HELP!
You or a family member may qualify for the

Oregon Health Plan (OHP)

A family of four earning up to $2,795 a month may
qualify for adult coverage. Children in a family of four
earning up to $6,075 a month may qualify for Healthy Kids

For FREE OHP application assistance,
call 541-543-5484

Heslth

Planned
Parenthood’

Care. No matter what.

AL-ANON/ALATEEN

What can you do when
someone close to you
drinks too much?

(24/7)
541-741-2841
www.alanonlaneor.us

OMMP PATIENTS
with qualifying conditions.

Must have recent records

RON I-formerly of

COMPASSION CENTER

Call 541-729-3913

Dr Holland provider

Now Vewre s

FULL MOON
YOGA, GONG, MEDITATION
5:30-7:00 pm
8$ drop-in/YW pass
3635 Hilyard | yogawesteugene.com

White Bird Clinic

Chrysalis
Behavioral Health

MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELOR
32 hours per week Pay and Benefits: $17.00 /hr

Apply online: whitebirdclinic.org
QUALIFICATIONS:
Master’s degree in a social work field or equivalent.
* CADC (or the ability and willingness to obtain same within 12
months of beginning employment)
e Competence in drug abuse treatment, including evaluation
skills and individual, family, and group counseling expertise.
e |ndividuals who are recovering from drug abuse, drug
dependence, or alcoholism must have continuous sobriety for
the past two years.
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VISIT our office Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

BULLETIN BOARD

Announcements

SUPPORT KEPW 97.3 FM! Looking for a
non-profit to support with your donation
and make a difference? Tax-deductible
donations to Eugene PeaceWorks will sup-
port your new community radio station.
Mail check to EPW at P0. Box 11182,
Eugene, OR 97440, use a credit card at
kepw.org or donate stock in the name of
EPW at Charles Schwab.

$DANCERSS Tired of your current club!
SWEET ILLUSIONS has day & night shifts
available. No experience, can train.
Excellent tips! 541-852-8625 or 541-517-
7196 THE HOTTEST CLUB IN LANE COUNTY!

SEEKING EMPLOYMENT

NEED CAREGIVER? Housekeeping, cooking,
companionship, etc. Reliable car, excellent
references. Santa Clara/Junction City area.
Call Tracey Lee: 541-214-9437

Pets

GREENHILL HUMANE SOCIETY Everybody
Deserves a Good Home. Open Fr-Tu 11a-6p,
closed We/Th 88530 Green Hill Rd 541-689-
1503 and 1st Avenue Shelter open Tu-Fr
10a-6p & Sa 10a-5:30p, closed Su/Mo 3370
W. 1st Ave 541-844-1777. green-hill.org See
our Pet of the Week!

SHELTER ANIMAL RESOURCE ALLIANCE
S.ARRA’s Treasures Gift & Thrift Shop.
Volunteer, Donate, Shop, ADOPT!
871 River Road, Open Daily 10am-6pm.
541-607-8892 sarastreasures.org
LOOK FOR THIS WEEK'S RESCUED CAT.

FOR SALE

Clothing

ANTRICAN: NEW & VINTAGE MEN/WOMEN'S
CLOTHING & GIFTS, 245 W. 8th (near WOW
Hall). Open: 12-5:30 W,Th,Sun; 12-8 F; Sat.

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

AMERICAN DISCOVERY, an international sum-
mer homestay program for French and
Spanish students, seeks seasonal recruit-
ers now; Ashley@americandiscovery.net
with resume/cover letter. NO recruiters.

RESPONSIBLE TRUSTWORTHY HARDWORKING
person looking for job in cannabis industry.
OLCC certified workers permit. Mason
(423)833-7448.

WELLNESS

Insurance

UNINSURED? WE CAN HELP! Enrollment for
OHP (Oregon Health Plan) is open year-
round. For more information, Call Planned
Parenthood at 541-543-5484.

Wellness

Building/Remodel

OREGON STATE LAW requires anyone con-
tracting for construction work to be licensed
with the Construction Contractors Board. An
active license means the contractor is
bonded & insured. Verify CCB licenses at:
www.hirealicensedcontractor.com

Cleaning

CONNIE’S CLEANING 1 time, monthly, weekly/
bi-weekly. 26 yrs experience. Excellent refer-
ences, reasonable rates. 541-222-0060

ECO-FRIENDLY CLEANING, fast, efficient with
attention to detail. Honest, reliable, compet-
itive rates. 541-952-1071

Hauling

THE RECYCLERS SINCE 1989 Jim Calhoun
541.953.6675 Gus Ramirez 541.514.4283
FALL CLEAN UPS. Save on dump runs, yard-
work, bark delivery, chainsaw work, hot-
tubs, scrap removal

Recycling

NEED BIRTH CONTROL? AN ANNUAL EXAM? STI
TESTING AND TREATMENT? Planned
Parenthood of Southwestern Oregon
accepts patients with Blue Cross Blue
Shield (Including Regence BCBS, Federal
BD, Premera BCBS, Anthem BCBS),
PacificSource, Cigna, MODA, Lifewise, First
Choice Health, Trillium, OHP and other insur-
ances. Make an appointment online today
at ppsworegon.org or call 800-230-PLAN

WHITE BIRD DENTAL CLINIC 1400 Mill St.
Eugene. Emergency & on-going dentistry
for Low/No income residents of Lane
County. Accepts OHP & under insured. 541-
344-8302

FREE RECYCLING, FREE REMOVAL Appliances,
AC units, computers, batteries, metal, mow-
ers, bottles/cans. Tom 541-653-4475.

Yard & Garden

IDEA OF THE WEEK-IT'S TIME TO CLEAN THE
MOSS OFF YOUR ROOF! MOSS REMOVAL, CLEAN
GUTTERS, COMPLETE YARD CLEANUP. Gutter
Cleaning- Avg home $85. Moving, Hauling, &
More! $15-$25/HR Sr Discounts. Nate 541-
232-3753, Lic 5564. Eug & outlying.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Attorney/Legal

AFFORDABLE Wills, Trusts, Guardianships,
SS Disability and SSI Representation and
Legal Advice. Alice M. Plymell 132 E
Broadway #718, Eugene 541-343-9341




