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What Happened?

DEFEATED 4J SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDATES REFLECT ON MAY ELECTION

ast May’s Eugene 4J school board elections were

the most contested in recent memory. Commu-

nity Alliance for Public Education (CAPE) ap-

preciated the deeper level of debate and analysis

that took place. Mary Leighton, Jerry Rosiek
and Maya Rabasa met last week to discuss their thoughts as
runners up, running as outsiders.

What equity-related issues do you believe the 4J board
should prioritize?

Leighton: The board needs to improve its ability to see
structural inequities and fix them. For example, special pro-
grams should be geographically accessible to a broad spec-
trum of students. The board needs to find ways to reduce the
extent to which “choice” is paid for out of “equity” accounts,
as it is now to a great extent.

Rosiek: Eugene is an economically segregated school
district. It is becoming more so as class sizes rise and par-
ents become more anxious about their children’s quality of
education. This motivates high-income parents to move to
school zones they believe will benefit their children. Social
and material resources become concentrated in some schools,
hurting not just our children, but our community.

Rabasa: There is no other way to build long-term solu-
tions to equity-related issues than to prioritize lowering class
sizes. With 30-plus first graders in a class, teachers can de-
liver eight minutes of individualized attention; in middle and
high schools, the chance is only for one to two minutes per
period of individualized attention. The board must mobilize
the public to demand better funding.

Do you foresee changes to the board’s support for the
testing and data-based approach to education?

Leighton: I want the board to pay attention to data about
outcomes we care about. I want the board to back off the time
and resource-intensive high-stakes tests and add measures
that tell us about how well we are doing in other areas, such
as students’ finding a productive place in community life.

Rosiek: There are different kinds of change: superficial
and real. Real change would be lifting the gag order forbid-
ding 4J teachers from talking to parents honestly about the ef-
fects of standardized tests. It would involve notifying parents

multiple times of their right to opt out, including the kinder-
garten tests. I see little indication the board is willing to make
these more substantive moves.

Rabasa: Siding with political lobbyists on education poli-
cy is contrary to 4J’s vows to prioritize inclusivity and equity.
It is a questionable expenditure of our resources. The board
should follow the leadership of Springfield School Board’s
2016 resolution urging all parents to opt their children out. I
am hopeful that 4J will take similar bold steps.

Leighton's Question: What was the coolest thing you
learned?

I was inspired by the college-age activists working on all
the campaigns. They were knowledgeable about the process,
curious about the issues and thoughtful about whose cam-
paign they supported.

Rosiek’s Question: What should voters be paying at-
tention to in the coming years?

The influence of Stand for Children on local education
politics is a problem. Our board elections are supposed to be
non-partisan. SFC, however, functions like a political party.
It endorses and funds candidates and provides infrastructure
and paid political consultants. The 4J board — all of them,
I believe — are SFC endorsed candidates. SFC is helpful in
many ways. But it is not healthy for a single organization to
have such exclusive influence over our school policy discus-
sions.

Rabasa’s Question: Is there anything you learned in
this process that you think voters should consider when
electing future board members?

Our community deeply values our schools. I learned that
we become invigorated when given the opportunity to talk
about our experiences as a community. I hope voters con-
tinue to seek out information on the positions candidates hold
and share their thoughts with their friends, family, neighbors
[and] co-workers. Our elections are most dynamic and yield
the best results following periods of fruitful conversation.

See a video of the candidates’ extended responses at oregoncape.org. CAPE, the
Community Alliance for Public Education, is a coalition of parents, teachers, pro-
fessors, students and community members who challenge the many assaults on
public education and who believe that a strong public education is the foundation
for American democracy. We meet first, third and fourth Wednesdays at Perugino
coffee downtown.

LETTERS

percentage points lower than in states with
the weakest gun laws. The prevalence of
bad-apple gun dealers, combined with
neighboring states with weak gun laws,
like Indiana and Wisconsin, make Chicago
streets significantly more dangerous.

Curious how Oregon stacks up? Oregon
is a victim of weak gun laws in other states.
Crime guns flow from these states into our
cities, towns and neighborhoods to be used
in crime. Of the 2,519 crime guns recov-
ered in Oregon in 2016, nearly 30 percent
were imported from other states.

Let’s shut down or reform these deal-
ers, making it harder for dangerous people
to access guns and lowering the crime rate
city-by-city and state-by-state.

Curtis Taylor
Eugene

RECYCLING SICKNESS

I work at a local supermarket. There is
a stigma about paper bags. Often the cus-
tomers express embarrassment or even
shame for forgetting them.

As a courtesy clerk with 20 years of
food service experience, remaining mind-
ful and trained in food safety, I have been
blown out of the water at the state of a lot
of these reusable bags.

They are dirty, stained, filled with trash,
reek of cigarette smoke, chemicals and, at
times, are putrifying. I look in every bag.

The most unsettling contaminants are
mouse or rat droppings, and dead insects.

Foodborne illness is the leading cause
of illness in the United States, and cross
contamination is a dangerous contributor.
Nyquil has been flying off the shelves. So
many customers are sick and their grocery
bags are also infected.

I think Eugene ought to rethink charg-
ing customers for paper.

Dan Egnew
Eugene

LETTERS POLICY: We welcome letters on all topics and
will print as many as space allows, with priority given
to timely local issues. Please limit length to 200 words
and include your address and phone number for our files.
Email to letters@eugeneweekly.com, fax to 484-4044 or
mail to 1251 Lincoln, Eugene 97401.
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Now Featuring

Middle Eastern Food
& Vegetarian Items

Including Vegetarian Seafood,
Meat Substitutes & Snacks

Asian Groceries
Seaweed, rice, noodles, frozen products,
deli, snacks, drinks, sauces, spices,
produce, housewares, and more.
Sushi & Asian deli take-out

‘Woodfield Station
SHOPPING CENTER

29TH AVENUE

13341S FLIINYTTIM
133418 %Y0

Sunrise
www.sunriseasianfood.com

M-Th 9am-7pmeF 9am-8pmeSa 9am-7pmeSu 10am-6pm
70 W. 29th Ave. Eugene ¢ 541-343-3295

Walking The Path
of Gratitude

featuring
EUGENE

PeEACE CHOIR

Saturday, November 11th
6:45pm
First Christian Church
1166 Oak Street in Eugene

interfaithprayer.org
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Interfaith Prayer
Service International
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Wait, WHAT?2?!!
A fracked gas pipeline
through Oregon?

Learn the facts! Community Forum,
knowledgeable speakers, Q & A

Nov. 16th 6:30-8:00
First United Methodist Church | 1376 Olive St.

http://world.350.org/eugene/
THIS EVENT IS FREE

Stop The Pipeline!

350Eugene
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