BY WILL KENNEDY

THEATER

¥

OUT OF THE DARKNE

Original adaptation of Ursula K. Le Guin’s sci-fi
classic hits the stage at University Theatre

irst published in 1969, Ursula K. Le Guin’s feminist
sci-fi classic The Left Hand of Darkness tells the
story of Genly Ai. Ai is an envoy from the Ekumen,
a loose confederation of planets, and he has come to
the snowy planet Gethen on a diplomatic mission to
persuade the nations of Gethen to join the Ekumen.

A semi-musical original adaptation of The Left Hand
of Darkness is running through Nov. 12 at the University
of Oregon’s Robinson Theatre. The work is directed and
adapted by University of Oregon Theatre Arts faculty John
Schmor.

Schmor’s adaptation is sparse, impressionistic and lyri-
cal, existing somewhere in the intersection of theater, mu-
sic, poetry and dance.

In the story, the people of Gethen are ambisexual, with
no fixed gender. During brief periods of “kemmer,” their
anatomies morph into functional male and female equiva-

lents in order to mate. Within partnered Gethenians, bio-
logical male and female roles change from period of kem-
mer to period of kemmer — sometimes a partner is male
and impregnates the partner, sometimes a partner is female
and carries the offspring.

Otherwise, Gethenian society is free of gender roles and
their accompanying restrictions. Ai, played by Silas Lob-
nibe, is fixed-gender male and this is greeted with curiosity
and revulsion by the Gethenians. “We’re told he’s a pervert,”
a character says. “He’s male,” another character responds.

This dialogue drew a titter of laughter from the audience.
In our time of preferred-gender pronouns, gender fluidity
and an increased awareness of transgender issues, Left Hand
feels very topical and, like the best sci-fi, prescient.

The beautiful costuming in this production, designed by
Shelbi Wilkin, is a fascinating combination of the famil-
iar and speculative. These are exactly the clothes a society
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FOR SALE

Clothing

LINE ADS: $11/3 LINES
ADDITIONAL LINES: $4

Building/Remodel

GLOBALNETWORKTO HELP THE WORLD
Practice Transmission Meditation
20-minute before InterFaith Service
Saturday, November 11, 6:15 pm
See Calendar this issue for details
Transmissionmeditation.org

Wanted

WANTED: OLD ephemera, travel/military
hand-written journals, ship logs, diaries.
Photos (especially albums] concerning ALL
continents - especially Asia. thebookfind-
er@gmail.com (541) 520-9821

WANTED: OLDER 60S/70S COUNTERCULTURE
PRINTED MATERIAL: radical papers, posters,
political resistance, feminism, disobedi-
ence, demonstrations, protests, marches.
thebookfinder@gmail.com 541-520-9821.

Pets

GREENHILL HUMANE SOCIETY Everybody
Deserves a Good Home. Open Fr-Tu 11a-6p,
closed We/Th 88530 Green Hill Rd 541-689-
1503 and 1st Avenue Shelter open Tu-Fr
10a-6p & Sa 10a-5:30p, closed Su/Mo 3970
W. 1st Ave 541-844-1777. green-hill.org See
our Pet of the Week!

SHELTER ANIMAL RESOURCE ALLIANCE
S.ARA’s Treasures Gift & Thrift Shop.
Volunteer, Donate, Shop, ADOPT!
871 River Road, Open Daily 10am-6pm.
541-607-8892 sarastreasures.org
Look for this week's Rescued Cat

ANTRICAN: NEW & VINTAGE MEN/WOMEN'S
CLOTHING & GIFTS, 245 W. 8th (near WOW
Hall). Open: 12-5:30 W,Th,Sun; 12-8 F, Sat.

LOW COST PAINTINGS FOR SALE Landscape
acrylic (541) 345-8046

Help Wanted

$DANCERSS Tired of your current club!
SWEET ILLUSIONS has day & night shifts
available. No experience, can train.
Excellent tips! 541-852-8625 or 541-517-
7196 THE HOTTEST CLUB IN LANE COUNTY!

LOST YOUR JOB? Place a free line ad here
(up to 4 lines, 160 characters) for 2 weeks.
Briefly list your skills/experience & contact
info. Email to: office@eugeneweekly.com or
call 541-484-0519

WELLNESS

NEED BIRTH CONTROL? AN ANNUAL EXAM? STI
TESTING AND TREATMENT? Planned
Parenthood of Southwestern Oregon
accepts patients with Blue Cross Blue
Shield (Including Regence BCBS, Federal
BD, Premera BCBS, Anthem BCBS),
PacificSource, Cigna, MODA, Lifewise, First
Choice Health, Trillium, OHP and other insur-
ances. Make an appointment online today
at ppsworegon.org or call 800-230-PLAN

EVENTS

BRILLIANT BUT BAZAAR 7th Annual Art & Gift
Show, 3055 Willakenzie Road (Grange),
Nov. 10, 11, 12 from 11-4. Info: 541-915-
8664

WHITE BIRD DENTAL CLINIC 1400 Mill St.
Eugene. Emergency & on-going dentistry
for Low/No income residents of Lane
County. Accepts OHP & under insured. 541-
344-8302

OREGON STATE LAW requires anyone con-

evolving without gender roles would wear. In the text, Le
Guin and Schmor extrapolate this fluidity into the Geth-
enian culture at large, suggesting that the idea of the other
(whether it be in gender, nationality or planet of origin) is
at the root of all conflict.

Ai has arrived on Gethen just as a border dispute has
been ignited between Karhide and neighboring Orgoreyn,
Gethen’s two most powerful kingdoms. Regarding the han-
dling of the situation, Ai is caught in a political conflict
between Karhide’s mad king, played with twisted zeal by
Christian Mitchell, and the nation’s prime minister, Es-
traven, played with understated beauty by Maju Bangalore.
This conflict leads to the banishment of Estraven.

Here, Left Hand draws postmodernist conclusions,
popularized in Le Guin’s time by French philosophers
like Jacques Derrida and Michel Foucault — such as the
ideas that all human experience is a struggle for power,
from gender to sexuality to politics, and different power
paradigms act as lenses through which to evaluate the very
nature of truth and reality.

Such relativism is behind lines like “Truth is a Matter of
Imagination,” but in post-truth 2017, the line sounds posi-
tively Trumpian.

A series of events lands Ai and the banished Estraven
traveling together through Gethen’s frozen wasteland. And
here the story takes a humanist turn.

With Ai and Estraven relying on one another in extreme
conditions, they come to know each other as individuals.
With the rarity of sexual desire (on Estraven’s part) and
the messy mechanics of sexual intercourse a non-factor,
desire persists: desire for connection, to be seen and to be
heard and, in the end, to be loved. And it’s these motivat-
ing factors that push us forward through the frozen tundra
of existence. m

The Left Hand of Darkness runs through Nov. 12 at Robinson Theatre on
the University of Oregon campus; $30-$40, UO students free.

EVENTS

tracting for construction work to be licensed
with the Construction Contractors Board. An
active license means the contractor is
bonded & insured. Verify CCB licenses at:
www.hirealicensedcontractor.com

Cleaning

CONNIE'S CLEANING 1 time, monthly, week-
ly/bi-weekly. 26 yrs experience. Excellent
references, reasonable rates. 541-222-
0060

Landscape
GREENTREE YARD MAINTENANCE: All clean-

»
Equinox

REAL ESTATE

Hannah Clotere
Real Estate Broker ¢ 541-543-9345

HannahSellsHomes.com

cethat $s.
SN

ups, gutters, pressure washing. Bonded/
insured. 541-650-5692

Recycling

FREE RECYCLING, FREE REMOVAL Appliances,
AC units, computers, batteries, metal, mow-
ers, bottles/cans. Tom 541-653-4475.

Yard & Garden

IDEA OF THE WEEK- CLEAN THE GUTTERS
BEFORE IT FREEZES. 20% off leaf removal.
Free Est. Gutter Cleaning- Avg home $85.
Window Cleaning, Same Day Service.
Moving, Hauling, & More! ALL OTHER WORK
$15-$25/HR Sr Discounts. Nate 541-232-
3753, Lic 5564. 24/7 Eug & outlying. We
Have References!

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Attorney/Legal

AFFORDABLE Wills, Trusts, Guardianships,
SS Disability and SSI Representation and
Legal Advice. Alice M. Plymell 132 E
Broadway #718, Eugene 541-343-9341

Planned

Parenthood’

Care. No matter what.

OHP

Uninsured?
WE CAN HELP!

You or a family member may qualify for the
Oregon Health Plan (OHP)

A family of four eamning up to $2,795 a month may
qualify for adult coverage. Children in a family of four
earning up to $6,075 a month may qualify for Healthy Kids

For FREE OHP application assistance,
call 541-543-5484

j
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CouchHosting.org Features:

# Guest and Host sign ups for couch
surfing through the FreeWorlder.com
app. Focused on helping homeless
people find free places 1o crash,
*Leads on companies that will co-
sign your next apartment lease with
vou for a fee.

*Tips on stretching yvour budget and
how 1o skip paying bills without
penalties if you are unemployed-
underemploved. (Homelessness
Prevention Section) 541-636-6269
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