WRITING THEIR
OVWN SONNET

New improvisational dance outfit,
Tesseract Theatre Company, takes
shape

esseract Theatre Company is a new star in the con-
stellation of local performing arts, launching into
orbit with a series of informal workshops.
“The same way that a choreographer or troupe
constructs a dance inspired by a particular piece of
music or to express a certain emotion or idea, the Tesser-
act Theatre Company constructs devised works based on
inspiration, to communicate a greater truth,” says group
co-founder Mia Vance.

In geometry, a tesseract is the four-dimensional analog
of a cube. Book nerds know it as a way of wrinkling time,
so you can travel without having to go the long way ‘round.

And this theatrical Tesseract burns brightly, inviting cu-
riosity and building community.

“In dance, there is more than just the movement and
in theatre there are more than just the lines — each uses
its tools and techniques to communicate something deeper
with its audience,” Vance says.

Unlike more traditional venues, Tesseract Theatre Com-
pany — founded by Vance, her husband Cullen Vance, Eric
Braman, Taylor Freeman and Gypsy Prince — doesn’t be-
gin with a script.

“We begin with movement technique. From this tech-
nique, characters emerge,” Vance says. “We place these
characters together, improvisationally, and story emerges.”

Via a process that develops story through accessible
experimentation, repetition and deep discussion, Tesseract
gently moves towards character and plot formation.
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“This process is guided not by a director but by what we
call a ‘butcher,”” Vance says. “The butcher is responsible
for cutting away bits of the devised work that do not serve
the story as a whole.”

Beyond that point, the rehearsal process becomes a lit-
tle more typical.

“We continue repeating the piece we’ve developed,
exploring and refining what we’ve created, adding in cos-
tumes, props and any other theatrical elements as needed,
and voila! A brand new, never-before-seen devised perfor-
mance is born,” Vance says.

Tesseract Theatre Company’s model for devising a
piece of theatre is rooted in movement at its core. Using
the Viewpoints techniques developed by Anne Bogart and
Tina Landau, the group explores the emotions, characters
and relationships that will become the ingredients for sto-
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Deserves a Good Home. Open Fr-Tu 11a-6p,
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ries and, ultimately, a theatrical performance.

“Tesseract Theatre Company is excited to continue of-
fering free monthly public workshops at Amazon Commu-
nity Center,” Vance says.

(Full disclosure: This writer took one of the workshops
last summer, and had a blast.)

“These workshops offer an opportunity for members
of the community to become familiar with the shared lan-
guage of our movement-based improvisation techniques,
and to become eligible to participate in future devised per-
formance projects,” Vance says.

Catch the next free workshops noon to 1:30 pm Nov. 5
and Dec. 3, at Amazon Community Center; you can find
the group on FaceBook, or email them at tesseracttheatre-
co@gmail.com. m
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Help Wanted

SAVE OUR PLANET
HELP THE WORLD
transmissionmeditation.org
A potent meditation of service

Classes

THE HEART HAS NO WRINKLES Planned
Parenthood of Southwestern Oregon
believes opening up our conversations
about sexuality in mid- and later-life is
important. If you are over 55 and interested
in learning more about the many dimen-
sions of sexuality and aging, The Heart Has
No Wrinkles, is a seven-week class begin-
ning November 15th. Registration is $50.00
with 15 spaces available. Deadline to regis-
ter is November 8th. For more information,
or to register call 541-:344-1611 x1014.

closed We/Th 88530 Green Hill Rd 541-689-
1503 and 1st Avenue Shelter open Tu-Fr
10a-6p & Sa 10a-5:30p, closed Su/Mo 3370
W. 1st Ave 541-844-1777. green-hill.org See
our Pet of the Week!

SHELTER ANIMAL RESOURCE ALLIANCE
S.ARAs Treasures Gift & Thrift Shop.
Volunteer, Donate, Shop, ADOPT!
871 River Road, Open Daily 10am-6pm.
541-607-8892 sarastreasures.org
LOOK FOR THIS WEEK'S RESCUED CAT.

EVENTS

HOLIDAY CRAFT SHOW 20th Annual, Nov. 4 &
5, 10-4. Yachats Commons. 70 Booths, Gifts
Galore. Crafts, Art, Demos, Food, Chair

Wanted

WANTED: OLD ephemera, travel/military
hand-written journals, ship logs, diaries.
Photos (especially albums] concerning ALL
continents - especially Asia. thebookfind-
er@gmail.com (541) 520-9821

WANTED: OLDER 60S/70S COUNTERCULTURE
PRINTED MATERIAL: radical papers, posters,
political resistance, feminism, disobedi-
ence, demonstrations, protests, marches.
thebookfinder@gmail.com 541-520-9821.

M Fun. Free Admission. 541-547-
4738. EXPECT THE EXCEPTIONAL!

OLIVE STREET BOUTIQUES BAZAAR Nov 2,34,
Thurs. 3:30-6:00 $5/entry (includes bever-
age & goodie) Fri. 9-2 & Sat, 9-2; Free
Admission. Antiques & collectibles, jewelry,
books, fabulous fashions, holiday decor,
toys, games & puzzles, baked goods, yarns
& crafts. FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1376 Olive Street. Lunch $8.00-Sat. only
111,

FOR SALE

Clothing

ANTRICAN: NEW & VINTAGE MEN/WOMEN'S
CLOTHING & GIFTS, 245 W. 8th (near WOW
Hall). Open: 12-5:30 W,Th,Sun; 12-8 F, Sat.

ADDICTIONS COUNSELOR (CADC) AT
SERENITY LANE
For complete job description and
application process, visit
www.serenitylane.org and click on
Employment Opportunities.
Drug Free Workplace. EOE.

CMA AT SERENITY LANE
For complete job description and
application process, visit
www.serenitylane.org and click on
Employment Opportunities.
Drug Free Workplace. ECE.

CNA AT SERENITY LANE
For complete job description and
application process, visit
www.serenitylane.org and click on
Employment Opportunities.
Drug Free Workplace. EQE.

DISHWASHER AT SERENITY LANE
For complete job description and
application process, visit
www.serenitylane.org and click on
Employment Opportunities.
Drug Free Workplace. EOE.

RN AT SERENITY LANE
For complete job description and
application process, visit
www.serenitylane.org and click on
Employment Opportunities.
Drug Free Workplace. EOE.

$DANCERSS Tired of your current club!
SWEET ILLUSIONS has day & night shifts
available. No experience, can train.
Excellent tips! 541-852-8625 or 541-517-
7196 THE HOTTEST CLUB IN LANE COUNTY!

541-344-8302 ' 1400 Mil st, Eugene
EMERGENCY & ON-GOING DENTISTRY

for Low/No income residents of Lane County
Accepts OHP +Under Insured
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Hannah Clotere
Real Estate Broker ¢ 541-543-9345

HannahSellsHomes.com

OHP

Uninsured?
WE CAN HELP!

You or a family member may qualify for the

Medical Marijuana Certification
OMMP PATIENTS

with qualifying conditions.

Must have recent records

RON I-formerly of

COMPASSION CENTER
Call 541-729-3913

Dr Holland provider

Oregon Health Plan (OHP)

A family of four earning up to $2,795 a month may
qualify for adult coverage. Children in a family of four
earning up to $6,075 a month may qualify for Healthy Kids

For FREE OHP application assistance,
call 541-543-5484

Planned

Parenthood’

Care. No matter what.

EUGENEWEEKLY.COM ® NOVEMBER 2, 2017 E



