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DESERT FLOWERS
Eugene’s Gazelle(s) release album recorded at famed 

California studio

I
n November 2016, Eugene post-rock band 

Gazelle(s) were in Joshua Tree, Cali-

fornia. “We were out there when Trump 

got elected,” recalls Gazelle(s) violinist 

Michelle Whitlock. She remembers look-

ing up at the desert sky as the news rolled in, 

thinking, “What’s going on?”

Gazelle(s) were out in the desert tracking 

their debut LP, There’s No One New Around 

You, at Rancho de La Luna, a legendary re-

cording studio owned by Dave Catching, a 

touring member of Eagles of Death Metal. 

Well-known acts like Queens of the Stone 

Age and PJ Harvey have recorded at Rancho 

de La Luna, and Gazelle(s) bassist Neal Wil-

liams calls the opportunity for his band to re-

cord there “a gift from Ninkasi.”

The Eugene brewery frequently partners 

with musicians on recording and promotional 

projects. Gazelle(s) celebrate the release of their debut alongside fellow Eugene post-rock 

acts Paleons and Childspeak this weekend at Hi-Fi Lounge. The album will be available on 

vinyl and streaming services. 

Post-rock is known for using rock instrumentation without vocals. The music can be 

cinematic, moody and dynamic, with some heady elements of progressive rock or what’s 

sometimes called “math rock” — elements like odd time signatures and complex, thoughtful 

composition.

With a debut album from Eugene post-rock band This Patch of Sky out on mid-major 

record label Equal Vision Records, and several instrumental acts drawing crowds at local 

venues, Eugene could be positioning itself as a post-rock capital.

Gazelle(s) say it makes sense to call their sound post-rock, but offer alternatives such as 

“space rock,” “math rock” or even simply calling it “vocal-free.” 

“When I hear these songs,” guitarist Tim Smith says, “I don’t hear vocals.” And the band 

agrees that working on the record out in the desert influenced the result. Smith calls the room 
the band recorded in “immediate” and says the environment “added to the songs a lot. It 

slowed everything down.”

Smith continues: “We wrote this album to be an album. Hope and anger are prominent.” 

And on tracks such as “Discord, Dents and Bends” there’s a wide-eyed sense of wonder-

ment, like staring into a sea of stars and metabolizing the eternity staring back at you. The 

rhythm section, featuring Terrance Lee on drums, loops hypnotically under Smith’s chiming, 

circular guitar work as Whitlock’s violin fills the role of the vocalist, providing a high-end 
melody line.

Williams jokes that the band likes to “get a little weird” with time signatures, like periodi-

cally dropping beats, which gives the music an off-kilter intensity. Throughout, songs build 

and ebb, stop and start, losing themselves in chaos and pulling themselves back into restraint. 

You hear moments of wild aggression and beautiful introspection on songs like “Great White 

Black,” offering several instances of how deftly Gazelle(s) come together rhythmically.  

“Our sound isn’t just one thing,” Smith says. “It can be many different things. We don’t 

write songs, we write movements. We can make anything sound like the band.”

Williams adds: “We try to subvert expectations.”

Smith calls Gazelle(s)’ songwriting process democratic. “We don’t really have a song-

writer,” he says. “This is the band I’ve always wanted to be in.”

Gazelle(s) play with Childspeak and Paleons 10 pm Saturday, Oct. 21, at Hi-Fi Lounge; $5, 21-plus. Watch Gazelle(s) 

perform for Eugene Weekly’s Lincoln Street Sessions at youtube.com/eugeneweekly 

THE GAZELLE(S) 

PERFORMING AT 

ONE OF EW’S 

LINCOLN STREET 

SESSIONS

ALBUM ART FOR  

THERE’S NO ONE NEW AROUND YOU

Only Western 
OregOn 

PerfOrmance!

november 14 elsinore TheaTre 
170 HigH st se · salem, Or · 8:00Pm sHOW · all ages

tickets at ticketsWest lOcatiOns · cHarge By PHOne 800-922-8499
tickets alsO at elsinOre tHeatre BOx Office

& madame 
Gandhi
friday  
november 10 
mcdonald 
TheaTre
1010 Williamette st · eugene, Or
8:00Pm sHOW · all ages
tickets at all ticketsWest 
lOcatiOns
cHarge By PHOne 800-992-8499
tickets alsO availaBle  
at tHe mcDOnalD  
tHeatre BOx Office 

friday november 17  
mcdonald TheaTre

1010 Williamette st · eugene, Or · 8:00Pm sHOW · all ages
tickets at all ticketsWest lOcatiOns · cHarge By PHOne 800-992-8499

tickets alsO availaBle at tHe mcDOnalD tHeatre BOx Office 

november 6 mcdonald TheaTre
1010 Williamette st · eugene, Or · 8:00Pm sHOW · all ages

tickets at all ticketsWest lOcatiOns · cHarge By PHOne 800-992-8499
tickets alsO availaBle at tHe mcDOnalD tHeatre BOx Office 

friday nov 3 elsinore TheaTre
170 HigH st se · salem, Or · 8:00Pm sHOW · all ages

tickets at ticketsWest lOcatiOns · cHarge By PHOne 800-992-8499
alsO at elsinOre tHeatre ticket Office

Only  OregOn Date!

friday jan 12 elsinore TheaTre 
170 HigH st se · salem, Or · 8:00Pm sHOW · all ages

tickets at ticketsWest lOcatiOns · cHarge By PHOne 800-922-8499
tickets alsO at elsinOre tHeatre BOx Office

Curtis Salgado
Returns to Eugene 
for an Evening of 
the Blues

SATURDAY
NOVEMBER 11TH 
7:30 PM
THE VETERAN’S 
BALLROOM

Tickets $35 reserved or $25 GA
Tickets available at Safeway TicketsWest

1653 Willamette Street 
M-F 9-6 • Sat 10-5 • Sun 11-5 

FREE OFF-STREET PARKING 
541-485-5100 

www.evergreennutrition.com 

EVERGREEN 
NUTRITION

15-20% OFF*
CBD OIL 

PRODUCTS
I N  O C T O B E R

Studies show that CBD oil can 
be helpful for anxiety & stress.

The most affordable CBD on 
the market, CV Sciences’ CBD 
oil is non-psychoactive.
• Chemical-free CO2 Extracted 

• Non-GMO    • Gluten free

SEVERAL OPTIONS  
ARE NOW AVAILABLE
*15% OFF CV SCIENCES & 20% OFF MB SCALAR CBD


