BY MOLLY TEMPLETON

ELLEN PAGE
IN FLATLINERS

DO NOT RESUSCITATE

Flatliners remake is predictably dead on arrival

his Flatliners remake is truly mystifying. What called for a new version of the 1990
Julia Roberts/Kiefer Sutherland/Kevin Bacon thriller now? (Or ever, for that mat-
ter?) If you have wondered whether the remake itself might answer this question,
well: It does not.

The new Flatliners updates the very-early-’90s original film with a more-di-
verse cast and a dollop of awareness about privilege — both good things, but that’s about
as far as the good things go.

The film follows a gaggle of medical students who temporarily kill themselves in order
to experience a taste of what happens after death. Courtney (Ellen Page, too deft for this)
starts the whole thing with a speech about how she wants to see what happens in the brain,
but it’s all a cover for her guilt: Courtney texted while driving, and her little sister died (a
scene that opens the movie and then is repeated, with more screaming, in case you were
somehow unclear about what happened).

Four of Courtney’s sort-of friends, each blessed with a single personality trait, join her.
Only one, Ray (Diego Luna, too sly for this), opts not to “flatline,” which is wise, since
weird shit starts happening to the others. Hallucinations? Hauntings? Weird synapse mis-
fires?

Despite one oddly endearing scene where the gang hovers around a screen, watching
lightning flash in dead-Courtney’s brain scan, no one ever bothers to find out.

And so the haunting things continue through a bargain-basement stock of horror tropes
that only work on me because I am an absolute wimp about this stuff. (Every time a scare
is about to happen, the score goes quiet first, providing even me an ample moment to pre-
pare.) An angry little girl, a ghostly ex, words written in blood across walls, looming dead
guys, misbehaving bathtubs — there’s not a spooky image in this film that you haven’t
seen before.

Director Niels Arden Oplev was responsible for the effective Swedish adaptation of The
Girl With the Dragon Tattoo (and the fantastic Mr. Robot pilot), so frankly, I expected bet-
ter from him. The cast is sturdy, if mostly unremarkable, and to be fair, Ben Ripley’s script
does improve on the original film’s gender issues. (Shall we put Page in all of Sutherland’s
old roles? How about she stars in a gender-flipped Lost Boys remake? I would watch that.)

For a brief moment in the first act, Flatliners seems like it might contain a few charms.
It tosses a few potentially interesting ideas into the air — the effects of flatlining, the en-
thusiasm for something newly discovered — but they come down into a puddle of sludge.

The longer the movie goes on, the further it crumples in on itself, until an end that’s
anti-climactic and astonishingly trite. Imagine someone tone-deaf singing “Let It Go,” and
you’ve pretty much got Flatliners’ finale. (Regal Valley River, Cinemark 17) m
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DOLORES = N
FRI-SAT 1230 2:45 5:.00 715 9:20 3 [ T} g §

SUN 12:30 2:45* 5:00 715 I,‘ ART CINEMAS .\\o
MON-THU 245 500 715 - -
*SUN 2:45: SPECIAL SCREENING TO BENEFIT
BEYOND TOXICS. FOR MORE INFO AND TICKETS,
VISITHTTP://TINYURL.COM/YAYTBGP).
REBEL IN THE RYE

FRI 1200 2:25 450 9:30
SAT 225 450 9:30
SUN 12:00 225 450

bijou-cinemas.com

Serving the Eugene Community for Over 35 Years!

BRAD'S STATUS (R)
Afather takes his son to tour colleges on the East Coast and mesfs up with
an old fiend who makes him feel inferior about his Iife’s choices. Whitten
& Directed by Mike White. Starring Ben Stille, Austin Abrams, Jenna
Fischer, Michael Sheen, Jemaine Clement, Luke Wilson.

1:00, 3:15, 5:30, 7:45
WALK WITH ME (NR)

MON-THU 225 450
MOTHER!

FRI-SAT 510 7:50 10:0
SUN-WEp 510 750

THU 510

NEITHER WOLF NORDOG

FRISSAT 1275 2:45 510 7:40 950
SUN 1215 245 510 740
MON-THU 245 510 7:40
COLUMBUS
FRI-SUN  12:20 2:45 T15
MON-THU 245
ARCHAEOLOGYFEST FILM SERIES
NO PASSES OR DISCOUNTS
MON-THU 7:30
43 W. BROADWAY METRO/‘ RTS
(54;)52':';2:58 PREMIUM EVENT ADMISSION
ADMISSION THE ROYAL OPERA: THE MAGIC FLUTE
S0 ADULTS SAT 11:00
$8STUDENTS THU 7:.00
$6 SENIORS
$6BEFORE5PM BUY TICKETS ONLINE AT
OPEN EVERY DAY BROADWAYMETRO.COM

$4.50

SENIOR
MONDAY

AMERICAN ASSASSIN

(DIG) (R)

9:40

AMERICAN MADE (DIG) (R)
10:30, 1:35, 4:25, 7:15, 10:05
THE BATTLE OF THE SEXES
(2017) (DIG) (PG-13)

10:00, 1:05, 4:05, 7:20, 10:20
BLADE RUNNER 2049

(3D) (R)

SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $3.00
UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS

10:20, 3:20, 6:05, 10:40
BLADE RUNNER 2049

(DIG) (R)

11:30, 12:45, 2:10, 4:30, 7:00,
8:15,9:50

DESPICABLE ME 3 (DIG) (PG)
10:35, 1:10, 3:50
FLATLINERS (DIG) (PG-13)
10:15, 1:15, 5:00, 7:45, 10:30
THE HITMAN’S BODYGUARD
(DIG) (R)

10:05, 12:55, 3:45, 6:50, 9:45

A R

CINEMARK 17

CECIEVAE
Beltline @ Gateway

HOME AGAIN (DIG) (PG-13)
10:45, 1:40, 4:20, 6:55

IT (DIG) (R)

10:10, 12:30, 1:30, 3:40, 4:45,
7:05, 8:05,10:15

KINGSMAN: THE GOLDEN
CIRCLE (DIG) (R)

9:45, 1:00, 4:15, 7:30, 10:45
THE LEGO NINJAGO MOVIE
(DIG) (PG)

9:50, 11:20, 2:00, 4:50, 7:35,
10:15

THE MOUNTAIN BETWEEN US
(DIG) (PG-13)

10:25, 1:50, 4:40, 7:40, 10:35
MY LITTLE PONY (DIG) (PG)
9:55, 10:40, 1:20, 4:10, 7:10,
9:55

SPIDER-MAN: HOMECOMING
(DIG) (PG-13)

6:45, 10:00

THE STRAY (DIG) (PG)

11:25, 1:55, 4:55, 7:50, 10:25
WIND RIVER (DIG) (R)

10:50, 1:45, 4:35, 7:25,10:10
SHOWTIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE  VALID FOR FRIDAY ONLY

Assistive Listening & Gaptioning System Avail (E\,

ian Food
Market

Now Featuring

Middle Eastern Food
& Vegetarian Items

Including Vegetarian Seafood,
Meat Substitutes & Snacks

Asian Groceries
Seaweed, rice, noodles, frozen products,
deli, snacks, drinks, sauces, spices,
produce, housewares, and more.
Sushi & Asian deli take-out

‘Woodfield Station
SHOPPING CENTER

29TH AVENUE

13341S ILIINYTTIM
13341S ¥V0

Sunrise
www.sunriseasianfood.com

M-Th 9am-7pmeF 9am-8pmeSa 9am-7pmeSu 10am-6pm
70 W. 29th Ave. Eugene ° 541-343-3295

A meditafive film about a community of Zen Buddhist monks and nuns
who have dedicated their fives fo mastering the art of mindfulness with
their world-amous feacher Thich Nhat Hanh. Narrated by Benedict
Cumberbatch.

1:30, 6:00
VICEROY'S HOUSE (NR) (Final Week!)

The final Viceroy of India, Lord Mountbatten, is tasked with overseeing
the transition of Brish Indlia to independence, but meets with conflict as
different sides clash in the face of monumental change. Starring Hugh
Bonneville, Gillian Anderson, Michael Gambon.

3:30 pm
LADY MACBETH (Final Week!)

In 19th-century rural England, a young bride who has been sold info
marriage discovers an unstoppable desire within herself as she enters info
an affair with a worker on her estate. Starring Florence Pugh.
8:00 pm

Local beer, wine and cider... & now kombucha on tap!

TICKET PRICES: MATINEE before 5pm $6
ADULT $8 | STUDENT$7 | SENIOR 62-+ $6 CHILD age 12 & under $6

TIX| $5 SUNDAYS | STUDENT
$7 | $3TUESDAYS | iscount
© ALLAGES

762-1700 1180 E. 5TH AVE
DAVIDMINORTHEATER.COM

$3 TUESDAYS

WONDER i
WOMAN LITTLE HOURS

" BABY DRIVER
430 500 ;

WNRC T B LUCKYLOGAN
700 855

REGAL CINEMAS

(€C,DV) = Personal Closed Captioning and
Descriptive Devices Available Upon Reguest

Bargain Shows In () +/No Bargain Night Specials

*Pass / Discount Restrictions Apply
VALLEY RIVER CENTER STADIUM 15

Deita Hwy between |-5 & Beltjine
Crown Club Member-; §5.50 Tuesday
30 up-charges/holidays excluded

IMAX: BLADE RUNNER 2049 [CC, DV] @t 1*{30 315700 105

BLADE RUNNER 29 [CCOVIR). (100515 650110

BLADE RUNNER 2049 3D [CC. DV]éR) *
at.(1220 245) 415 600 940
CITY OF ROCK NR Fri. - Sat.(1230 340) 640 930

MY LITTLE PONY [CC,V] (PG)
Fr. - Sat (1115 200) 445 730 1015

MOUNTAIN BETWEEN US [CC D\é] {PG -13)
at.(1120°210) 455 740 1025

AMERICAN MADE [CC,DV] l]?)
Sat.(1100 150) 500 750 1040

FLATLINERS [CC,DV] (PG-13)  Fri. - Sat.(1230 330) 620 910

VICTORIA AND ABDUL [CC,DV] gPG 13
Fri. - Sat.(1105 145 320) 435 610 720 1010

BATTLE OF THE SEXES [CC,DV] rEPG 133)1 (1250 350) 650 950
al

KINGSMAN: THE GOLDEN CIRCLE [CC, DV1] (
Fri. - Sat.(111

LEGO NINJAGO MOVIE [CC.0V] (PG z
al

R
3 230) 550 920

1155 235) 520 800 1030
IT [CC,DV] (R) Fri. - Sat,(1240) 400 710 1020
HOME AGAIN [CC,DV] (PG-13) Fri. - Sat.(1140 AM) 1005 PM

SPIDER-MAN: HOMECOMING [CC DV] gP?(B&E PI) 500 M
all
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