VISUAL ARTS BY ESTER BARKAI

PEOPLE NOT POSING

The figure paintings of Melissa Sikes at Maude Kerns Art Center

n entire room at the Maude Kerns Art Center is

dedicated to Melissa Sikes’ series of artworks

titled The Back Dock. Other paintings from

the series are sprinkled throughout the rest of

the art center, too, in a group show that’s up
through Aug. 25. All of Sikes’ paintings are of the same
outdoor place: the back dock by a lake where her family
has been spending summers for years.

According to the artist, the front dock is for boats, and
the back dock is for lounging and swimming. The back
dock is where she spends most afternoons in summer.

The show is titled after a place in nature, but it’s the
figure that takes center stage. The water and trees, painted
in values of greens, are often so dark they read as black.
The landscape provides a background for the figures, and

the dock acts as a platform.

The paintings are done in acrylic on wood panels be-
cause, the artist says, wood references the natural land-
scape of the scene. The grain of the wood provides an
additional design element as well, particularly where the
paint is applied thinly and the lines of grain are visible.
Horizontal in some works and vertical in others, the grain
lines add an underlying movement to the serene scenes

of summer.

Pointer Finger depicts a figure from the back, a young
woman in a swimsuit lit brilliantly from above throwing a
dark shadow in the foreground. In Dock’s Edge IT a young
woman peers over the dock at the water, either at the lake
or at her own reflection. Swim Dock Readers is a series of
four paintings that feature young women on lounge chairs

reading in the sun.

The question of where inspiration comes from is often
asked of artists. The answer differs depending on the partic-
ular artist. The renowned conceptual and installation artist
Yayoi Kusama, for example, was sitting at the kitchen table
as a child when the dots on a tablecloth seemed to come off
and float in the air. That experience has inspired her career
as an artist, and she creates rooms full of dots using lights
and mirrors to simulate the experience of seeing infinity.

The inspiration for Sikes’ work comes neither from
hallucinations nor the grand desire to depict infinity. It
comes from the feeling the artist gets spending a summer
afternoon by the water, hanging out with family or friends.
The poses are not unlike the ones models take during a fig-
ure drawing class. They recline, read a book, sit and stare.
They take the kind of positions a person can keep for a
long period of time without having their hands or legs fall
asleep. They don’t really pose, Sikes’ husband said at the
opening of the exhibit about his daughters’ participation in
their mother’s work. It’s this that the artist captures well:
people not posing, people not doing anything except for

hanging out.

It’s not an easy task describing that feeling of lingering
by the water for an entire day — all those days by the lake,
or if you’re from L.A., like T am, then all those afternoons

by the pool.

How do you describe the way it feels to sit on the edge
of a dock or on a diving board in the moments before tak-
ing that first dive? How do you represent just hanging out?
One picture at a time. That’s why these paintings have a
cumulative effect, adding up nicely to what it felt like —
summer afternoons spent by the water. m
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Announcements

To place a classified ad: CALL 541.484.0519 EMAIL classy@eugeneweekly.com
WEB classifieds.eugeneweekly.com WRITE 1251 Lincoln St. Eugene, OR 97401
VISIT our office Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

Awaken to the Highest TRUTH
Energize a World of Peace & JUSTICE
3-min.YouTube video: “Time for Change”
share-international.org AGELESS WISDOM

Groups

ONGOING MOTHERLESS  DAUGHTERS'
SUPPORT GROUP for all ages. For women &
girls who lost our moms at an early age
(usually under 30). Please join us! 541-349-
0382

Lost & Found

LOST PRESCRIPTION GLASSES on
July 31st, at Eugene Library. Reward.
541-345-8628

LOST SERVICE DOG TAKEN FROM ROYAL AREA.
Tan. Pomeranian & Dachshund Mix, 11lbs.
541-543-1852, $500 Reward

Wanted

BUYING ANTIQUE BOOKS,
OLD DIARIES, & PHOTO ALBUMS
Ad Posters & Journals. All types/topics.
541-520-9821, thebookfinder@gmail.com,
ezrabook.com

Pets

GREENHILL HUMANE SOCIETY Everybody
Deserves a Good Home. Open Fr-Tu 11a-6p,
closed We/Th 88530 Green Hill Rd 541-689-
1503 and 1st Avenue Shelter open Tu-Fr
10a-6p & Sa 10a-5:30p, closed Su/Mo 3970
W. 1st Ave 541-844-1777. green-hill.org See
our Pet of the Week!

SHELTER ANIMAL RESOURCE ALLIANCE
S.ARA’s Treasures Gift & Thrift Shop.
Volunteer, Donate, Shop, ADOPT!
871 River Road, Open Daily 10am-6pm.
541-607-8892 sarastreasures.org
LOOK FOR THIS WEEK'S RESCUED CAT.

$DANCERSS Tired of your current club!
SWEET ILLUSIONS has day & night shifts
available. No experience, can train.
Excellent tips! 541-852-8625 or 541-517-
7196 THE HOTTEST CLUB IN LANE COUNTY!

WILDLAND FIREFIGHTERS NEEDED Exciting
Outdoor Job Apply in person 541-746-7528
OR Apply online patrickfire.net

Business Opportunities

OUR TEAM OF YOUNG LIVING ESSENTIAL OILS
DISTRIBUTORS is seeking motivated people
to join in building extra income via a work-
from-home business. Connect via: myyl.
com/carolssmith

SEEKING EMPLOYMENT

LOST YOUR JOB? Place a free line ad here
(up to 4 lines, 160 characters) for 2 weeks.
Briefly list your skills/experience & contact
info. Email to: office @eugeneweekly.com or
call 541-484-0519

Career Training

ADDICTIONS COUNSELOR TRAINING PROGRAM
Serenity Lane, 52-week no cost Addiction
Counselor Training Program. For more infor-
mation visit www.serenitylane.org, click on
Employment  Opportunities, then on
Serenity Lane’s Counselor Training Program
Opportunities. Or call 541-284-5702.

Coaching

29 YRS EXPER ASSISTING ADULTS TO IDENTIFY
THEIR GOALS & to overcome their barriers to
achieving them. Flexible hrs & sliding fee
scale, Dee Stepp, M.S. 541-653-7512

LINE ADS: $11/3 LINES
ADDITIONAL LINES: $4

Counseling

TRANS~ALIGN Free 3 wk group for
Transgender, Gender Questioning etc. Adults
& Allies. A safe small gathering space offer-
ing support, acceptance, confidentiality,
creativity, mindfulness. TransAlignGroup@
gmail.com

Health & Nutrition

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks to
refill. No deliveries. The All-New
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA
approved! FREE info kit: 877-673- 2864

(AAN CAN]

Insurance

UNINSURED? WE CAN HELP! Enrollment for
OHP (Oregon Health Plan) is open year-
round. For more information, Call Planned
Parenthood at 541-543-5484.

Medical Marijuana

MEDICAL MARIJUANA CERTIFICATION
OMMP PATIENTS with recent records. Call
Roni, formerly of COMPASSION CENTER,
541-729-3913. Dr Holland Provider

Wellness

WHITE BIRD DENTAL CLINIC 1400 Mill St.
Eugene. Emergency & on-going dentistry
for Low/No income residents of Lane
County. Accepts OHP & under insured. 541-
344-8302

Yoga

KUNDALINI YOGA as taught by Yogi Bhajan,
YOGAWESTEUGENE.COM since 1974

SWEATY GANESH YOGA
Hot and non-heated classes for all levels,
including beginners! Intro offer: $39 for one
month of unlimited yoga. www.sweatyga-
neshyoga.com

MELISSA SIKES’
‘FLOATING ON BLACK’

Effective September 1st, 2017 the one
bedroom waiting list at Rainbow Village
Apartments will be closing.

LGUAL HOUSING
OFPORTUNITY
Rainbow Village

1250 Rainbow Dr e Springfield, Oregon 97477
541-746-8958 Phone e 541-741-8304 Fax

Medical Marijuana Certification
OMMP PATIENTS

with qualifying conditions.

Must have recent records

RON I—formerly of

COMPASSION CENTER
Call 541-729-3913

Dr Holland provider

Planning * Investments ® Management

Socially Responsible Investing
Patricia Hathaway, CFP°AIF®

[Securities and investment adyisory services
offered through KMS Financial Services, Inc.]

399 E. 10th, Suite 101 Eugene, OR 97401
(v)541.345.4400 (c)541.912.1069

HathawayFinancialServices.com

AFFORDABLE
WILLS, TRUSTS,
GUARDIANSHIPS,
SS DISABILITY & SSI
REPRESENTATION
& LEGAL ADVICE

ALICE M. PLYMELL
132 EAST BROADWAY | SUITE 718
541-343-9341
SPANISH INTERPRETER AVAILABLE

LEGAL "NOTICES

place your legal notices in the Eugene Weekly

FAST, EFFICIENT SERVICE

= |n-House Notary Public

call: 541.484.0519 | email: legals@eugeneweekly.com | fax: 541.484.4044
Eugene Weekly qualifies for posting legal ads ==

EUGENEWEEKLY.COM ® AUGUST 17, 2017 m



