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THESE VIOLENT DELIGHTS
Charlize Theron fights to hold together a flimsy plot in 

Atomic Blonde

I 
went to see Atomic Blonde twice — in part because, halfway through the first viewing, 
I realized I wasn’t paying attention to the plot. Not just that: I didn’t really care about 

the plot. The movie is set in Berlin in November 1989 against the fall of the Berlin 
Wall. But it’s not telling that story. That story hovers in the background, in a shot of 
Kurt Loder’s was-he-ever-that-young face on MTV news, in the kids drinking outside 

doorways, dogs barking at checkpoints. That story of something bigger at stake is present, 
but not central. You’d have to look past Charlize Theron to see it.

You might not want to.

As MI6 agent Lorraine Broughton, Theron sports a beautiful wardrobe (the ’80s were 
rarely this elegant) and an even more impressive skill set. She’s sent to Berlin to recover 
a list and a body. The list includes the identity of a double agent known as Satchel. The 
body means more to her than her superiors understand. 

When she arrives in Berlin, everything immediately goes haywire. Her contact, David 
Percival (James McAvoy, building his morally-dubious-charming-rogues catalog), has 
gone feral, as their bosses say. A French woman is following her. And the Russians 

already know who she is. 
These pieces in play, director David Leitch guides Theron through an increasingly 

violent series of encounters, every one of which does the vital thing action often forgets 
to do: expanding character. Lorraine is wily, observant, inventive and fighting for more 
than she lets on. Leitch, a longtime stunt performer and coordinator, knows what his lead 
is capable of and how to weave in the work of her stunt double so that you might easily 
believe Theron took every punch. 

One of the trailers for Atomic Blonde was set to Depeche Mode’s “Personal Jesus,” with 
every connection of fist and face, knee and ribs, timed to that song’s propulsive rhythm. 
It was the perfect way to sell the movie’s sometimes cheeky sense of style, but the film’s 
stellar soundtrack drops wisely back when the focus is on fighting, surviving, getting out. 
In a long hallway scene, you hear only grunts, screams, breaking glass. Fighters bounce 
off walls, stagger when trying to rise; hits seem to land with such force that it’s hard to 

imagine the level of choreographic skill that went into creating the illusion.
Cinematic violence isn’t for everyone, but I’ve always watched fight scenes like a 

dance: frustrating when you can’t see clearly, when directors cut away or get in too close, 

but breathtaking when done properly, with skill and finesse. Lorraine fights for her life 
and her country. She’d walk away if she could, but she can’t. Not yet. And so she fights. 
She plots, she plans, she makes allies and enemies, but mostly she fights. Effectively, 
fiercely, and without anyone ever telling her she can’t. 

The plot is fine, with a couple of dubious choices best left unspoiled. But I’m not here 
for the plot. Are you? I’m here for a 41-year-old woman dominating the best action scenes 
in years. I’m here for a glorious action movie that doesn’t threaten its female star with 
sexual violence. I’m here for Charlize Theron as a real-life Amazon. I’m here for more 
of this, please.

Serving the Eugene Community for Over 35 Years!

TICKET PRICES: MATINEE before 5pm $6
ADULT $8 | STUDENT $7 | SENIOR 62+ $6  CHILD age 12 & under $6

Local beer, wine and cider... & now kombucha on tap!

bijou-cinemas.com

8/4 - 8/10

 492 E. 13th Ave 
541-357-0375

 MOVIES
THAT

MATTER

DETROIT (R)
From the Academy Award winning director of THE HURT 
LOCKER and ZERO DARK THIRTY, DETROIT tells the gripping 
story of one of the most terrifying moments during the civil 
unrest that rocked Detroit in the summer of ‘67.

1:30, 4:30, 7:30

MAUDIE (PG-13)
An arthritic Nova Scotia woman works as a housekeeper 
while she hones her skills as an artist and eventually 
becomes a beloved fi gure in the community. Starring Sally 
Hawkins and Ethan Hawke.

1:00, 6:00

MARIE CURIE: THE COURAGE OF 

KNOWLEDGE (NR)
In French/German/Polish with English Subtitles
Follows the famous physicist and chemist Marie Curie and 
her struggle for recognition in the male-dominated science 
community in early 20th century France.

3:30, 8:30

AN INCONVENIENT SEQUEL:  
TRUTH TO POWER 
DAILY 12:10 2:35 5:00 7:25 9:35
A GHOST STORY 
FINAL WEEK 
DAILY 4:45 9:10
THE WOMEN'S BALCONY 
FINAL WEEK 
DAILY 12:10 2:25 7:00
THE LITTLE HOURS 
FRI-SUN 12:10  4:45  9:30 
MON-THU 12:10 2:25 4:45 7:00 9:30
THE HERO 
DAILY 12:20 2:40 5:00 7:20 9:10

AN INCONVENIENT SEQUEL: 
TRUTH TO POWER

NOW PLAYING

AUGUST 4-10

BUY TICKETS ONLINE AT 
BROADWAYMETRO.COM

43 W. BROADWAY 
(541) 686-2458

REGULAR  
ADMISSION 
$9 ADULTS 

$8 STUDENTS 
$6 SENIORS 

$6 BEFORE 5 PM

OPEN EVERY DAY

ALL AGES

FRI AUG 4TH - THUR AUG 10TH

762-1700 | 180 E. 5TH AVE
DAVIDMINORTHEATER.COM

$3 TUESDAYS

TIX 
$7

STUDENT
& SENIOR
DISCOUNT

$5 SUNDAYS

$3 TUESDAYS

CAPTAIN 
UNDERPANTS

5:20

IT COMES AT 
NIGHT
9:05

ALIEN COVENANT
7:15*

MEGAN LEAVEY
7:00

GET OUT
9:25

ZOOKEEPER’S 
WIFE
5:00

*NO SHOW 8/9

1653 Willamette Street 
M-F 9-6 • Sat 10-5 • Sun 11-5 
FREE OFF-STREET PARKING 

541-485-5100 
www.evergreennutrition.com 

EVERGREEN 
NUTRITION

15-20% OFF*
CBD OIL 

PRODUCTS
I N  A U G U S T

Studies show that CBD oil can 
be helpful for anxiety & stress.

The most affordable CBD on 
the market, CV Sciences’ CBD 
oil is non-psychoactive.
• Chemical-free CO2 Extracted 

• Non-GMO    • Gluten free

SEVERAL NEW OPTIONS  
ARE NOW AVAILABLE

*15% OFF CV SCIENCES & 20% OFF MB SCALAR CBD

august 24, 2017
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541-484-0519
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DISNEY'S NEWSIES: THE BROADWAY MUSICAL! (PG) ★
Sat.1255 PM

DARK TOWER [CC,DV] (PG-13)
Fri. - Sat.(1115 150) 425 700 935

KIDNAP [CC] (R) Fri. - Sat.(1205 225) 450 715 945

DETROIT [CC,DV] (R) Fri. - Sat.(1155 320) 645 1010

DARK TOWER [CC,DV] (PG-13) Fri. - Sat.(115) 415 715 1000

ATOMIC BLONDE [CC,DV] (R) Fri. - Sat.(130) 430 730 1015

DETROIT [CC,DV] (R) Fri. - Sat.(1200 330) 700 945

EMOJI MOVIE [CC,DV] (PG) Fri. - Sat.(1230 PM) 615 PM

EMOJI MOVIE 3D [CC,DV] (PG) ★Fri. - Sat.(300 PM) 1015 PM

DUNKIRK [CC,DV] (PG-13) Fri. - Sat.(100 345) 645 930

VALERIAN AND THE CITY OF A THOUSAND PLANETS
[CC,DV (PG-13) Fri. - Sat.(1245) 400 715 930

SPIDER-MAN: HOMECOMING [CC,DV] (PG-13)
Fri. - Sat.(1215 315) 630 1010


