m BY LANCE SPARKS

WOMEN IN WINE

Women are vital to survival, and to wine

ears ago, staffers at EW were invited to Portland to sample
the quality of some craft brews in Beer-vana. As a lark,
clever staffers decided it might be fun to include on the
trip — and into the story — a known “wine guy” and rec-
ognized beer-phobe, namely me.

Predictably enough, I was deeply impressed by flavors and tex-
tures in many of the beers. But when it came time to write my piece
for the issue, I must’ve been inspired by Jonathan Swift’s great sat-
ire, “A Modest Proposal.”

You probably encountered Swift in school and might remem-
ber that he penned that deathless essay in response to the English
Parliament’s endless dithering (and inaction) over the starvation of
thousands of Irish children; his bitter satire suggested that instead of
wasting all that protein — just burying all those little dead bodies —
the English overlords, particularly the wealthy ruling classes, should
simply buy the dressed carcasses, then cook and eat them.

Like all satires, Swift’s ran the risk of being misread as straight, a
serious proposal. But common lore tells us that some MPs (members
of Parliament) were met at their doors by angry wives, who had read
the “Proposal” and told that they should return to their deliberations
until they had solved the problem of those starving children — and
incidentally find the author of the “Proposal” and swiftly hang him.

T knew the risks, but, so inspired, decided to try my hand at satire.
So I keyed in an essay in which I “blamed” women for discovering
beer; I thought readers would likely decode “blame” for its opposite,
praise. See, I'm deeply troubled by the ways our cultures — East
and West — have treated women. I can’t, even after years of study-
ing history, begin to understand that awful accumulation of injustice,
sometimes outright horror (burning “witches” at the stake).

Clearly, women have been vital to our survival, as a species and

So, not only do I “blame” women for beer, I also blame them
for food, clothing, shelter, nearly all the amenities of civilization —
and wine. It was probably women who first “gathered” wild grapes;
some grapes likely fermented: wine ensued. Women, too, probably
worked clay into pots, the first wine containers. This history reach-
es back maybe 10,000 years, and nobody I’ve read has offered any
clear notion of just when men began their domination of the whole
wine enterprise, excluding women until recently; as an ironic note,
the first woman degreed as a “master of wine” was chosen as late
as 1970.

Absurd, no? Worthy of satire, yes.

For centuries an exclusive men’s club, in recent decades the do-
main of wine has been thoroughly penetrated by women; put sim-
ply, women are now doing everything in wine, from ownership of
brands, to planting vines and managing vineyards, to making wine,
to marketing and sales.

A little time surfing the web reveals the extent of women’s roles
in wine. Perhaps the most exciting involves recent changes in
South African wines where women — including black women
(until recently, South Africa’s wines were dominated not only
by men, but white men) — in positions of ownership, in
winemaking, in all aspects of sales. No names here. The
web now lists, variously, “The 10 [or 50] Most Power-
ful Women in Wine.” Silly stuff, that.

This kind of inanity proves — conclusively to my
mind — that women are fully equal to (or sometimes
better than) men in the world of wine, taking the
silly with the sublime. Here, at least, progress has
been made, and the changes are probably permanent,
and altogether beneficial. Now, we can comfortably
“blame” some women for the richly complex flavors in
this or that pinot noir, or this or that dazzling chardonnay.

Savor the changes. Enjoy wine’s spring. Call your
mother; she can surely bear the “blame.” Thank her and all
her historical sisters — for the clothes, the food, the shelter, the beer
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as civilization itself.
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Announcements

HUNGRY FOR HOPE?
Wider Perspective on World Events:
3-min.YouTube video: “Time for Change”
share-international.org SHARE LOVE

QUALITY CRAFT SHOW 20th Annual. May 27
& 28. 10-4. Yachats Commons. 70 Booths,
Gifts Galore. Crafts, Art, Demos, Food, Chair
Massage, Fun. Free Admission. 541-547-
4738. EXPECT THE EXCEPTIONAL!

Pets

GREENHILL HUMANE SOCIETY Everybody
Deserves a Good Home. Open Fr-Tu 11a-6p,
closed We/Th 88530 Green Hill Rd 541-689-
1503 and 1st Avenue Shelter open Tu-Fr
10a-6p & Sa 10a-5:30p, closed Su/Mo 3970
W. 1st Ave 541-844-1777. green-hill.org See
our Pet of the Week!

SHELTER ANIMAL RESOURCE ALLIANCE
SARA’s Treasures Gift & Thrift Shop.
Volunteer, Donate, Shop, ADOPT!
871 River Road, Open Daily 10am-6pm.
541-607-8892 sarastreasures.org
LOOK FOR THIS WEEK'S RESCUED CAT.

EVENTS

FUNDRAISER FOR PLANNED PARENTHOOD
WOMEN AND CHILDREN FIRST! PRESENTS:
Musical entertainment from Norma Fraser
and her Reggae Band & The Libertine
Belles, flamenco and burlesque shows,
silent auction and food carts. Saturday, May

20th, 0ld Nick's Pub 6pm-1am.

FOR SALE

Lawn & Garden

1993 KUBOTA L2950 4WD 31Hp, Only 1898
Hours, Diesel Tractor With Loader, 4-cylinder
$2500 Call:(971)217-6409

PLANNING YOUR NEXT HERB GARDEN? One of
the allowed exemptions in Oregon’s Water
Code for irrigating commercial marijuana
crops is rainwater harvesting. We have
3000 gallon polyethylene water storage
tanks in stock and local delivery is avail-
able. Deiss Feed & Seed, 5590 West 11th.
Eugene (541) 343-5007

SATOH BEAVER $370 4X4 COMPACT TRACTOR,
15HP, RUNS WELL, LOADER WORKS WELL.
Price:$2500. Call: 5038774727

MUSIC/ENTERTAINMENT

Lessons

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

“PUTTING THE ‘PLAY’ IN PIANO” Have you
always wanted to play piano? O, perhaps
you played when you were young and are
yearning to play again? Our 10-week group
adult piano lessons have returned. Learn
theory, composition, improvisation,
sight-reading, performance, and more. New
York Times writer, Dena Kleiman, declares,
“Amy is a true original.” In person or Skype.
amyvanderlinde.com

CMAS AT SERENITY LANE.

For complete job description and
application process, visit
www.serenitylane.org and click on
Employment Opportunities.
Drug Free Workplace. EOE.

CNAS AT SERENITY LANE.

For complete job description and
application process, visit
www.serenitylane.org and click on
Employment Opportunities.
Drug Free Workplace. EOE.

— and the wine.

COOK/PREP AT SERENITY LANE.
For complete job description and
application process, visit
www.serenitylane.org and click on
Employment Opportunities.
Drug Free Workplace. EOE.

$DANCERSS Tired of your current club!
SWEET ILLUSIONS has day & night shifts
available. No experience, can train.
Excellent tips! 541-852-8625 or 541-517-
7196 THE HOTTEST CLUB IN LANE COUNTY!

LOCAL DRIVERS WANTED! Be your own boss.
Flexible hours. Unlimited earning potential.
Must be 21 with valid U.S. driver’s license,
insurance & reliable vehicle. 866-329- 2672
(AAN CAN)

RNS AT SERENITY LANE.

For complete job description and
application process, visit
www.serenitylane.org and click on
Employment Opportunities.
Drug Free Workplace. EOE.

SEEKING EMPLOYMENT

DAY LABORER AVAILABLE NOW! Honest,
Mature, & Skilled. Any Odd Jobs including
landscaping, painting, & more! Senior &
Veterans on a sliding scale. Rich 541-294-
7732

LOST YOUR JOB? Place a free line ad here
(up to 4 lines, 160 characters) for 2 weeks.
Briefly list your skills/experience & contact
info. Email to: office@eugeneweekly.com or
call 541-484-0519

Career Training

ADDICTIONS COUNSELOR TRAINING PROGRAM
Serenity Lane, 52-week no cost Addiction
Counselor Training Program. For more infor-
mation visit www.serenitylane.org, click on
Employment  Opportunities, then on
Serenity Lane’s Counselor Training Program
Opportunities. Or call 541-284-5702.

TATTOO ARTIST TRAINING PROGRAM
New graduated payment plan!
http://gardenofinktattoo.com/tattoo-school

To place a classified ad: CALL 541.484.0519 EMAIL classy@eugeneweekly.com WEB classifieds.eugeneweekly.com

EVENTS
CALENDAR

For More Info Or To Download Registration Form

DANGE CLASSES

TART JUNE 8TH, 2017
~ 4 Weeks / $38 per person

MEET OTHER

SINGLES or
DANCE WITH
Ll YOUR PARTNER

: Registration Deadline
May 25, 2017

?

www.danceeugene.com or (541)342-3058

®

+
\_drjefiryder.com * 503-250-3209 )

Jeff W. Ryder )
DC, LAc, Certified Rolfer ™
Rolfing® Structural Integration

Chiropractic ® Cranial & Visceral
Manipulation ® Acupuncture

Physical & Energetic Approaches
to Health and Transformation

LINE ADS: $11/3 LINES
ADDITIONAL LINES: $4

OHP

Uninsured?
WE CAN HELP!

You or a family member may qualify for the
Oregon Health Plan (OHP)

A family of four earning up o $2,829 a month
may qualify for adult coverage.

For FREE OHP application assistance,
call 541-543-5484
Parenthood’

| | Oregon 1 t
Care. No matter what. ity

Planned

FACEBOOK

FACEBOOK.COM/EUGENEWEEKLY
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