BY RACHAEL CARNES

THEATER

AND
UNISO

Two fine world premieres
at Oregon Shakespeare

ou have two great new reasons to visit the Oregon
Shakespeare Festival right now — Hannah and the
Dread Gazebo, a charming, balanced inquiry into
race, culture and family, and UniSon, a new mu-
sical based on almost-forgotten poetry by genius
playwright August Wilson.

Both plays make their world premieres this spring at the
Ashland festival.

Directed by Chay Yew, Jiehae Park’s Hannah and the
Dread Gazebo, running through Oct. 28 in the intimate
Thomas Theatre, has a brilliantly curious title, evoking a
kind of gothic cautionary tale.

Hannah, played by Cindy Im, has a major exam coming
up to become a board certified pediatric neurosurgeon —
“It’s a very important time for her,” as her father would
say — but before she can sit for the test, Hannah learns that
there’s trouble back home.

Home is South Korea, a place Hannah barely knows
and where they speak a language she never learned.

Hannah’s father, played with affable Dad-ness by Paul
Juhn, and her depressed mother (a taut, stoic Amy Kim

UNISON

Waschke) reside in the high-rise Seoul condo where Han-
nah and her brother Dang (a hilarious Sean Jones) try to
make heads or tails of this place they both know and don’t
know.

Jessica Ko, as the Shapeshifter, plays a myriad of char-
acters in a piece that takes the wistful wishes between the
generations and imbues them with weighty story-crafting
and genuine humor.

Scenic designer Collette Pollard, lighting designer Da-
vid Weiner, costume designer Sara Ryung Clement and
sound designer Obadiah Eaves see to it that, as we goggle
around this glowing dreamscape, we’re never far from the
grounding comfort of reality and its indelible quirks.

An audience of multiple ages — from school groups
to seniors — clearly responded to this play and its fresh,
inclusive perspective.

UniSon, which runs through Oct. 28 in the indoor An-
gus Bowmer Theatre, is like nothing I’ve seen before. It
takes huge risks — weaving together dance, music and po-
etry — and assails all obstacles so artfully, and with such
grace and conviction, that I was left utterly stunned.

Choreographer Byron Easley’s movement buttresses
characterization and seamlessly scaffolds emotional shifts.
Christopher Acebo’s scenic design — in cooperation with
video design by Darrel Maloney — creates sublimely fluid,
interactive anchors for the audience.

Under Alex Jainchill’s saturated lighting score, Dede M.
Ayite’s costumes sing — resolute and detailed, Ayite’s work
ensconces the effort in visual meaning.

This collaborative effort — by Steven Sapp (who plays
Poet), Mildred Ruiz-Sapp (who plays Hunter) and William
Ruiz, a.k.a Ninja (who plays Butcher), in association with
Constanza Romero — is stuffed to the rafters with star power.

This is OSF, where even the ensemble is made up of lead-
ing men and women — Christiana Clark, Kevin Kenerly,
Rodney Gardiner, Yvette Monique Clark and Jonathan Luke
Stevens. It’s like a “who’s who” of OSF greats. Even relative
newcomer Asia Mark dazzles.

Director Robert O’Hara makes brilliant choices, creat-
ing a collaborative crucible that includes UNIVERSES with
Broken Chord and the incomparable national treasure Toshi
Reagon.

No wonder I was so emotionally invested. Does anyone in
the United States of America have a better sense of the power
of music than Reagon? I doubt it. (Except maybe her mom
— legendary civil rights activist and songwriter Dr. Bernice
Johnson Reagon.)

And coupled with August Wilson’s words? Well, the work
reaches an angelic height and a painful depth I’ve not seen in
a musical until now.

Think poetry is boring? Think it’s irrelevant? Think again.

UniSon is the coolest ticket this season, and it would not
surprise me if it rolls to New York on the heels of this run. It’d
be a shoo-in. m

For dates, times and tickets to the Oregon Shakespeare Festival, visit
osfashland.org.
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Announcements

MOST POTENT SPIRITUAL MOMENT
of the YEAR on OUR PLANET:
FULL MOON: Wed. May 10, 2:42 pm PDT
share-international.org  WESAK

Pets

GREENHILL HUMANE SOCIETY Everybody
Deserves a Good Home. Open Fr-Tu 11a-6p,
closed We/Th 88530 Green Hill Rd 541-689-
1503 and 1st Avenue Shelter open Tu-Fr
10a-6p & Sa 10a-5:30p, closed Su/Mo 3970
W. 1st Ave 541-844-1777. green-hill.org See
our Pet of the Week!

SHELTER ANIMAL RESOURCE ALLIANCE
S.ARA’s Treasures Gift & Thrift Shop.
Volunteer, Donate, Shop, ADOPT!
871 River Road, Open Daily 10am-6pm.
541-607-8892 sarastreasures.org
LOOK FOR THIS WEEK'S RESCUED CAT.

FOR SALE

Garage Sales

TWO HOUSEHOLD ESTATES SALE
Everything from Antiques to Zoo Toys. FRI. -
SAT, MAY 5-7 (9am - 6pm) 577 Knapp Ln.,
Eugene

Lawn & Garden

1993 KUBOTA L2950 4WD 31Hp, Only 1898
Hours, Diesel Tractor With Loader, 4-cylinder
$2500 Call:(971)217-6409

MUSIC/ENTERTAINMENT

Singer/Songwriters

SINGERS- MISS SINGING WITH A HIGH ENERGY
CHOIR? Come sing with Inspirational
Sounds, an award winning, non-profit, com-
munity choir singing joyous African-
American Gospel Music. If you are interest-
ed in this vibrant group, call Carol at 541-
995-8459 or 541-517-3770.

Lessons

“PUTTING THE ‘PLAY’ IN PIANO” Have you
always wanted to play piano? O, perhaps
you played when you were young and are
yearning to play again? Our 10-week group
adult piano lessons have returned. Learn
theory, composition, improvisation,
sight-reading, performance, and more. New
York Times writer, Dena Kleiman, declares,
“Amy is a true original.” In person or Skype.
amyvanderlinde.com

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

$DANCERS$ Tired of your current club!
SWEET ILLUSIONS has day & night shifts
available. No experience, can train.
Excellent tips! 541-852-8625 or 541-517-
7196 THE HOTTEST CLUB IN LANE COUNTY!

LOCAL DRIVERS WANTED! Be your own boss.
Flexible hours. Unlimited earning potential.
Must be 21 with valid U.S. driver’s license,
insurance & reliable vehicle. 866-329- 2672
(AAN CAN)

PARENT/DAUGHTER PAIRS SOUGHT FOR
RESEARCH ORI is conducting a paid pilot
study for PARENT and DAUGHTERS. We are
seeking PARENTS and their MIDDLE SCHOOL
aged DAUGHTERS for a study on eating
behaviors. Participant families may earn up
to $40. If you have a daughter and are will-
ing to find out more about this study,
please contact the BRF team at (541)-484-
2123 or email us at BRF@ori.org for addi-
tional details

WE NEED CUSTOMER SERVICE
REPRESENTATIVES NOW Whether you're
brand new to the call-center industry or a
seasoned pro, you can build a great career
with FCR. Full time CSR positions available
IMMEDIATELY. Apply On-line: www.gofcr.
com. Select Veneta and Customer Service
Representative. FCR is an equal-opportuni-
ty Employer.

OPPORTUNITY TO WORK WITH NONPROFIT

To place a classified ad: CALL 541.484.0519 EMAIL classy@eugeneweekly.com WEB classifieds.eugeneweekly.com

LINE ADS: $11/3 LINES

ADDITIONAL LINES: $4

ORGS The Center for Nonprofit Law is looking
for a reliable, friendly person to fill the posi-
tion of Client Support Coordinator. Must be
upbeat and positive, have the ability to take
initiative, have excellent communication
skills, excellent attention to detail and work
well as part of a team. Experience with
Microsoft Office and Outlook is necessary,
and additional computer skills are desir-
able. We are a small progressive office that
works exclusively with nonprofit organiza-
tions. For more information see www.non-
profit-support.com. Send resume and cover

Tired of
Chronic
Pain?

EVENTS
CALENDAR

DANCE CLASSES

letter to: judy@nonprofit-support.com. No
phone calls please. Wage DOE.

SEEKING EMPLOYMENT

LOST YOUR JOB? Place a free line ad here
(up to 4 lines, 160 characters) for 2 weeks.
Briefly list your skills/experience & contact
info. Email to: office@eugeneweekly.com or
call 541-484-0519

(541) 689-1515

Career Training

ADDICTIONS COUNSELOR TRAINING PROGRAM
Serenity Lane, 52-week no cost Addiction
Counselor Training Program. For more infor-

Advanced Methods
Gentle and Effective
39 years experience

jeffreyburch.com

o ~ ACCREDITED
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mation visit www.serenitylane.org, click on

Employment  Opportunities, then on
Serenity Lane’s Counselor Training Program

TART JUNE 8TH, 2017
" 4 Weeks / $38 per person

MEET OTHER
SINGLES or
DANCE WITH
YOUR PARTNER

Registration Deadline
May 25, 2017

For More Info Or To Download Registration Form

LMT 9092

www.danceeugene.com or (541)342-3058

Opportunities. Or call 541-284-5702.

TATTOO ARTIST TRAINING PROGRAM
New graduated payment plan!
http://gardenofinktattoo.com/tattoo-school

Acupuncture

RELIEVE STRESS & PAIN AFFORDABLY Wise
Turtle Acupuncture offers community acu-
puncture Sliding scale $15-35. 500 Main
Suite  C1,  Spfd  541-731-1466
WiseTurtleAcupuncture.com

Daoist Energetic Medicine

The Curriculum of the International Institute of Medical Qigong

P-1 Intro to MQ Therapy * Two Weekends in May
Over 25 Medical Qigong exercises are taught ® Experiential learning
May 19, 20, 21, 27, 28 * 9am-12:30pm, 2-5:30pm, 8am Days 2-5
Partial scholarships ® Acupuncture/Massage Therapy PDUs

Eric Shaffer, DMQ ¢ Advanced MQ Instructor
701 Lawrence St, Eugene, 97401 * 541-852-1628
info@qigong-clinic.com * www.qigong-clinic.com
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