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A BOY AND HIS THUMBS
The quality of a story’s substance isn’t necessarily the meat or the grit — sometimes it’s 

how a person chooses to tell it. Danny Yarborough of pop rock group Danny Fingers and the 
Thumbs chooses music as his creative medium and, boy howdy, does he have a story to tell.

Before taking music seriously, Yarborough was a stand-up comedian in his hometown of 
Houston in the early 2000s. “I fell into song writing through procrastinating rehearsing for my 
stand-up,” he says. He then found his niche in making music that he describes as “narrative 
pop rock.” 

Yarborough began churning out songs that encapsulate his daily life with upbeat and 
simple brevity. This ranges from meeting a cute barista in San Francisco to handing a mix tape 
to renowned songwriter Rufus Wainright in front of the Chelsea Hotel.

His band mates (the Thumbs) came into his life as serendipitously as his song material. 
“One of the beautiful things about New York City is that you’re constantly surrounded by 
people,” he says. “However you choose to put yourself out there, it gets mirrored back to you.”

Yarborough searched for his perfect thumbs on subways, at coffee shops and at open band 
rehearsals in the city. At last, through vim and determination, he found them: Ben Curtis (vocals, 
harmonica), Zak Gross (guitar), Robbie Frost (guitar, bass) and Jonathon Crowley (drums).

Together, Yarborough and the Thumbs create a pop-rock sound that entwines storytelling 
with harmonies and chord progressions influenced by “oldies” music. The band has put out 
two full-length albums and is on the brink of recording a third, which Yarborough says will be 
narrowed down to a meager 30 songs. When inspiration strikes, he explains, there’s no point 
in constricting the creative flow.

Danny Fingers (minus the Thumbs for this performance) plays 8:30 pm Thursday, May 4, 

at the Axe and Fiddle in Cottage Grove. Free. — Kelsey Anne Rankin 

    
An all-ages jam for developing jazz musicians and singers hosted by local musician educators 

   LIVE Jazz 

      
     

 to our sponsors  

Unless noted all concerts start at 7:30P  Doors open at 7:00P 

    
Unless noted all concerts are $10 General and $8 Members 

 TUE 02     [ $12 / $9 ]  Music from film scores, jazz, rock, surf, and more ... 

THU 04   [ $12 / $9 ]  Instrumental funk, epic grooves with soul and jazz harmonies 

 FRI 05     [ 5PM to 7PM ]  Music by   : SOLO GUITAR 

 FRI 05    featuring   [ 8PM ] [ $12 / $9 ]

   Soulful sound of Dmitri's flugelhorn plus the arresting purity of Holly Pyle�s voice 
 SAT 06      Original jazz sextet led by pianist   
THU 11       [ $15 / $11 ]

   Tribute to the MJQ�s spirit of classicism and elegance rooted in the 20's Harlem Renaissance 
 FRI 12   and    Stunning vocals and funky rhythms create a unique sound 

 SAT 13   and   with   
   Interpretations of songs including works from Thelonious Monk, David Bowie, and Tom Waits 

THU 18     [ $12 / $9 ]  Vocals, flute, sax, clarinet, harmonica, guitar, and keys 

 FRI 19   with   and    Jukebox favorites from the 20s to 40s 

 SAT 20   
THU 25    presents   [ $12 / $9 ]

   Colligan and his Portland based Theoretical Planets band 

 FRI 26   [ $12 / $9 ]  Highly improvisatory, yet melodic approach to jazz music 
 SAT 27     [ $12 / $9 ]  Swing Favorites and Favorites that Swing 

10PM FRIDAY, MAY 5TH: 

BUTTER, THOM SIMON, CHILDSPEAK $5

6PM SATURDAY, MAY 6TH: 

ISCEE GREASE SHOW $5

10PM SATURDAY, MAY 6TH: 

THE ROCK FORMING MINERALS, CASA NEGRA, 

SPECTRUM LAKE $5
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luckeysclub.com • In the heart of the Barmuda Triangle
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