OLD NICK'S Irish Jam—6pm; n/c.
Generation Decline, Anaeroba
(Slovenia), Paranoiac, /root dir—
9pm; punk, crust, grindcore, $5
SHADOWFOX Soul & Blues
Jam—7pm; n/c

WANDERING GOAT Songwriters
Night (originals only)—7pm;
open mic, n/c

WHIRLED PIES DOWNTOWN Muse
Art Mondays, paint or draw musi-
cians—6pm; $5 don.

TUESDAY /s

AXE & FIDDLE Open Mic—
6:30pm; Habitat for Humanity
benefit, n/c

5TH ST. CORNUCOPIA Jesse
Meade w/Mariah Stevens—
9:30pm; n/c

COWFISH New DJ Revue—9pmy;
n/c

CUSH Poetry Open Mic—7:30pm;

n/c

DEXTER LAKE CLUB Acoustic
night w/Brian Chevalier—6pm;
acoustic jam, open mic, n/c
THE EMBERS DJ Victor—8pm;

Current hits, standards, requests,

n/c

HI-FI LOUNGE Reggae Night—
10pm; reggae jam, n/c

LEVEL UP Karaoke w/Kade—
9pm; n/c

MAC'S Roosters Blues Jam—
7pm; n/c

MULLIGAN'S PUB Steve Ibach—
8pm; acoustic, eclectic, n/c

0 BAR Karaoke w/Jared—9pm;
n/c

OAKSHIRE Jake Martini & Alex

Marchillo—6pm; singer-songwrit-

er, n/c

OLD NICK'S Open Mic w/Drunk
(of Pretty Drunk)—9pm; n/c

OREGON WINE LAB Paul Quillen,
Whiteaker Community Market
Benefit—6pm; n/c

ROARING RAPIDS The Big
Easies—7:30pm; New Orleans
jazz, n/c

SAM BOND'S GARAGE Bluegrass
Jam—9pm; n/c

WHITE HORSE SALOON Karaoke
w/Slick Nick—8pm; n/c
WHIRLED PIES DOWNTOWN
Acoustic Jams—7pm; n/c
WOW HALL Oddisse & Good
Compny, Olivier St. Louis, B.K.A.
1z—9pm,; hip-hop, $12-$14

WEDNESDAY s/

5TH ST. CORNUCOPIA Karaoke w/
Slick Nick—9pm; n/c

BLACK FOREST Karaoke w/KJ
Powers—9pm; n/c

BREW & CUE Crystal Harmony
Karaoke—9pm; n/c

THE COOLER Karaoke w/Caught
in the Act—9pm; n/c

COWFISH DJ Smuve—9pm; hip-
hop, n/c

HAPPY HOURS Mama Jan’s Blues
Jam w/Brian Chevalier—8pm;
n/c

HI-FI LOUNGE Funk Night—
10pm; funk jam, n/c

ISLAND HUT Karaoke w/Jared—
5pm; n/c

JERSEY'S Karaoke w/Sassy
Patty—8pm; n/c

LUCKEY'S Wednesday Night
Groove Sessions w/The Sunday
Bump—10pm; funk, jazz, open
jam, $3

MAC'S Gus Russell & Paul
Biondi—6pm; jazz, variety, n/c
MAX'S Lonesome Randall—7pm;
n/c

MOHAWK TAVERN Karaoke w/
Caught in the Act—9pm; n/c
MULLIGAN'S Open Mic—8:30pm;
variety, n/c

OAKSHIRE The Barnstormers—
6pm; old-time, bluegrass, n/c
OLD NICK'S Magic the
Gathering—6pm; n/c. Coozley,
Spoken Nerd, ShiSho, SelfEsteem
BoatWillie—3pm; nerdcore, hip-
hop, indie, $5

SAM BOND'S GARAGE Intuitive

Compass—9pm; original vaudvil-

lian folk, $5

SHADOWFOX Art Bar, drinking &
creating—7pm; n/c

THE SHEDD Chico Schwall's
American Roots, American Song
Craft—?:30pm; $15-$19
SIDELINES SPORTS BAR Karaoke
w/Mike—9pm; n/c

WHIRLED PIES DOWNTOWN
Whirled Music Series ft. Caveman
Dave—6pm; singer-songwriter,
n/c. Grateful Wednesday—S9pm;
videos of Grateful Dead shows,
n/c

CORVALLIS
& THE REGION

LASELLS STEWART CENTER —
Corvallis

SU Jon Kimura Parker—4pm;
piano, $25-$28

ELKTON COMMUNITY EDUCATION
CENTER — Elkton

MO Rhythm Future Quartet—
7pm; acoustic jazz, $15-$20

luntly put, halie and the moon is a band com-

prising five crackerjack musicians whose

creativity, chops and sophistication would be

breathtaking to encounter in any setting, much

less little old Eugene. Tapping a tradition of
intricately orchestrated and yet infectiously catchy pop
music — think Beach Boys, R.E.M., The Jayhawks —
the band composes music that is at once earthy and
disarmingly cosmic.

To fully immerse yourself in the delicate beauty
that is halie and the moon, skip forward to “Balloon,”
the final track on the Eugene band’s upcoming debut
album, Blue Transmissions: vol 1 & 2. Lifting aloft
on a breath and gently strummed guitar, the song is a
whisper of gossamer pop that envelopes the listener in
an atmosphere forever threatening to evaporate. “Hey,
did you get the news?” sings Halie Loren, her layered
vocals weaving like a benediction. “I'm a balloon
floating to you.”

Fragile and transcendent, “Balloon” recalls those
quieter moments when George Harrison led The
Beatles into the ether with a song like “Here Comes
the Sun.” And now flip back to the album’s opening
track, “In the Atmosphere”: Cheerful, beckoning, the
song gains momentum until it practically crackles with
triumph — an affirmation of unconditional love that
ratchets upwards like an antenna. “Can’t you hear the
sound,” Loren sings, her voice soaring, “blue transmis-

BLUE TRANSMISSIONS

Ethereal pop band halie and the moon celebrates its CD release

sions ringing out?” The effect is electric, like catching
a spark on your fingertip.

Together, the two songs that bookend the album
also describe the two poles of halie and the moon’s
strong appeal: Otherworldly yet intimate, their aes-
thetic is a kind of catch-and-release, grounded in pop
smarts and yet forever urging itself into the firmament.
The result is a symphonic, atmospheric sound that is
no less mysterious and thrilling for being entirely ac-
cessible.

“All these songs feel like they’re from some place
in the ether,” says guitarist and primary songwriter
Daniel Gallo. “I have this feeling that all songs have
already been written. You just channel it. You can
think of it as an antenna.”

An internationally renowned jazz vocalist, Loren is
the perfect translator of Gallo’s lyrics; her gorgeous,
husky voice moves in and through the soundscape,
capturing with equal parts restraint and playful pas-
sion the poetic yearning of the words. On “The Story
(Never Told),” Loren sings: “I’m the girl inside your
window painted blue, who holds the shadows, waves
goodbye and shelters you ...”

“I don’t feel like I’m carrying the song in the same
way as in my jazz music,” Loren says of singing in
halie and the moon. “It’s more like I’m creating a puz-
zle piece that was honed for that particular puzzle. I
have to work my way into it very gently.”

This is an apt description for the entire band, and
for how the players so seamlessly coalesce — puzzle
pieces fitting together in a way that, in the end, seemed
fated all along. The sum is greater than the whole of
the isolated parts, as solid as those parts are: Percus-
sionist Beau Eastlund and bassist Bobby Stevens are a
rhythm section to die for, and cellist/vocalist Kather-
ine Dudney is integral to the band’s lush sound.

Blue Transmissions (made up of a recently released
EP and six brand-new songs) is an accomplished, cap-
tivating debut that reaches out to a broad audience with
its effervescent pop sound. Halie and the moon will be
celebrating its release Saturday, May 6, at First Chris-
tian Church, where they also performed a breathtak-
ing show last year (the acoustics in there are angelic).
As excellent as the album is, there’s nothing quite like
seeing this band live; their love of performing as a unit
comes through in an energy that is palpable and, dare I
say, uplifting. We could all use more of that these days.

The CD release show (where exclusive copies of
the album will be available, prior to its broad release)
is also a fundraiser for Occupy Medical and First
Christian’s organizations for needy families, includ-
ing the church’s “Helping Hands” clothing and shelter
supply room.

Halie and the moon plays 7 pm Saturday, May 6, at First Christian
Church, 1166 Oak Street; $10-$25 sliding scale, advance tickets available
through halieandthemoon.com.

EUGENEWEEKLY.COM ® MAY 4, 2017




