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Tech thriller The Circle founders
on false dichotomies and a lack of direction

ithin the first few minutes of The Circle, a tiresome cinematic exercise in
false dichotomies, Mae (Emma Watson) tells a friend that she’ll send him
a text. If you think back very carefully, you may remember a time before
text was a verb, but that time is not now, let alone the super-networked near-
future of The Circle.

This small detail is fully indicative of the awkward film to come, in which a bigger-
than-Google company appears to have no formalized orientation procedure, characters
come and go as the half-baked narrative dictates, and Mae remains personality-free even as
she attempts to change the world. Maybe. Sort of.

Mae’s just a temp when her friend Annie (Karen Gillan, stealing her every scene) gets
her an interview at The Circle, a massive company that combines every online service and
then some.

Mae is hired as a customer service rep, but her job is less relevant than her rise to the
top: First she accidentally befriends the secretive Ty (John Boyega, criminally underused),
the tech genius behind The Circle, and then she gets her life saved by The Circle’s creepy
tiny cameras, which are basically everywhere.

If The Circle has one strong point, it’s the tendency of a certain stripe of person —
played here with smug ease by Tom Hanks and sweet vagueness by Watson — to believe
their every idea is a good one, and that they will use power more wisely than anyone
else would. Cameras everywhere! Change the world! There are certainly no nefarious
implications whatsoever!

Grateful Mae goes full-on Circle devotee, opting to broadcast her whole life, a 24/7
YouTube star. (Unlike real life, the best thing about The Circle may be the comments we
see on screen when Mae is filming.) Meanwhile, Annie gets haggard and withdrawn for
no specific reason, except to serve as a symbol that all is not pure and great within The
Circle’s leadership.

Inevitably, the cameras lead to tragedy, and The Circle goes off the rails. Characters
who would inconvenience the narrative simply vanish, while Watson plays Mae as exactly
the same person throughout, no matter the increasingly intrusive nature of her ideas or
their damaging results. Her family and her privacy-obsessed friend Mercer (Ellar Coltrane)
stand stodgily in for Mae’s old, pre-Circle life, because there is never a healthy middle
ground between old ideas and new, only utter disinterest or blind enthusiasm.

This false divide is part of the problem with The Circle, but the bigger issue is that
it doesn’t know what kind of film it is. In stronger hands than writer-director James
Ponsoldt’s, the film might’ve embraced its conflicting ideas, presenting a nuanced view of
how one technology might be used for good or ill, and why we always think we’re right.
(Ponsoldt co-wrote the script with Dave Eggers, on whose novel the movie is based.)

Is The Circle a truly cynical story about delusions of rightness and, if so, could someone
have told Watson that? Or are its creators so un-self-aware as to believe that its final scenes
are triumphant? Maybe the better question might be: Is there any reason to care either way?
(Cinemark 17, Regal Valley River)
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BENEFIT FOR BEES

PROCEEDS GO TO HELP HEALTHY BEES = HEALTHY GARDENS
+ THE VILLAGE SCHOOL BEE EDUCATION PROGRAM

- LIVE MUSIC - COCONUT BLISS
- BEE EDUCATION ICE CREAM
+ SILENT AUCTION + KID CRAFTS
- HONEY TASTING - & MORE!
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MORE INFORMATION
CALL JEN AT 541-914-2225
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541-357-0375

MOVIES
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FRI 2:20 5:00 7:30 9:55
SAT 11:45 2:20 5:00 7:30 9:55
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e MON-WED  2:20 5:00 7:30
bijou-cinemas.com ™ 220 500
WATTER COLOSSAL
Serving the Eugene Community for Over 35 Years! FRI 2:30 5:00 7:25 9:45
SAT 115 2:30 5:00 7:25 9:45
T ) SUN 15 230 500 725
THE ZOOKEEPER'S WIFE (PG-13) MOR-THU 230 500 .25
Friday & Saturday 2:00, 7:30 THELOST CITY OF Z
Sunday 1:30, 8:30 FRI 145 445 745 9:25

Monday 2:00, 7:30

Tuesday & Wednesday 1:00, 9:00

Thursday 3:00 pm

FRANTZ (PG-13) In German & French with English Subitles
Friday & Saturday 5:00 pm

Sunday 6:00 pm

Monday 5:00 pm

Tuesday & Wednesday 4:00 pm

Thursday 12:30 pm

LOOKING FOR INFINITY: EL CAMINO (NR)
Sunday 4:30 pm

GOLD BALLS: THE WORLD OF ULTRA SENIOR TENNIS
Tuesday 7:00 pm

2017 ACADEMIC OUTREACH PROJECT
SCREENDANCE FILMS

Free screening! Wednesday 6:30 pm

UO CINEMA STUDIES PRESENTS

ATTENBERG

with Writer/Director Athina Rachel Tsangari

Free screening! Thursday 7:00 pm

6:15 pm Priority Seating with U0 D  6:30 pm Community Seating

TICKET PRICES: MATINEE before 5pm $6
ADULT $8 | STUDENT$7 | SENIOR 62-+ $6 CHILD age 12 & under $6

SAT 1130 145 4:45 7:45 9.5
SUN 1130 145 4:45 7:45
MON-THU 145 445 745

GOD KNOWS WHERE | AM

FRI-SAT 230 450 710 10:25
SUN 1210 2:30 450 710
MON-TUE 230 450 710
WED-THU 2:30

TRACKTOWN THUS/T  7:45

HERE'S TO LIFE: THE STORY OF THE
REFRESHMENTS  THUS/T1 630
ONE NIGHT ONLY - PREMIUM ADMISSION

METROARTS

PREMIUM EVENT ADMISSION

GRAN TEATRE DEL LICEU: MACBETH
11:00

6:00

BUY TICKETS ONLINE AT
BROADWAYMETRO.COM

M
E
|
R
O

43W.BROADWAY
(541) 686-2458
REGULAR
ADMISSION
$9 ADULTS SAT
$8 STUDENTS WED
$6 SENIORS
$6 BEFORE 5 PM

OPEN EVERY DAY

3170 w. 11th Ave

10am-Qpm Mon-Sat
10am-6pm Sun

Mary Jane's is West Eugene's newest dispensary, offering a
variety of high quality products without the high prices! We have
daily & weekly specials, over 30 strains of flower starting at
$7/gram, & the lowest prices on concentrates, edibles, topicals &
accessories!

For use only by udults twenty-ona years of age and older - Do not operate a vahicls or machinery under the
irfluence of this drug - Keep out of the reach of children
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