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2505 W. 11th Ave + Eugene, OR 97402 « 485-2100 OLCC stats show it's easier to find bars, distilleries

and liquor stores around Lane County
BY BOB KEEFER

ooking for a bar in Lane County?

You shouldn’t have to look too hard. According to the Oregon Liquor
Control Commission, as of Feb. 7 Lane County had 331 licensed
establishments where you can buy distilled spirits by the glass. That number
includes 193 in Eugene and 53 in Springfield.

That adds up to one bar for every 1,015 residents of Lane County: one for
every 860 in Eugene, and one for every 1,135 in Springfield.

Those licensed establishments cover everything from a handful of non-profit private
clubs, such as the Elks, to full-on commercial barrooms and restaurants open to the public,
g5 ﬂds ndel TT [ says Christie Scott, alcohol program spokesperson for the OLCC in Portland.

|], ‘ ek, Gi J"T b Bars are on the increase, she said. Ten years ago, Lane County had 273 licensed liquor
i ; outlets, with 147 in Eugene and 42 in Springfield. Those numbers reflect a 21 percent
hum lm' h‘l Assorted Mimosas increase in the number of licensed hard liquor outlets in Lane County; a 26 percent increase
in Springfield; and a 31 percent increase in Eugene.
271 W. dth Ave. (For the numerically obsessed: In 2006, the population ratios were one bar for every
facebookMAVEN  Instagram/maven.soul 1,244 people in Lane County, one for every 1,011 in Eugene and one for every 1,359 in
Springfield.)
“We’ve seen increases in liquor licenses across all categories,” Scott says. “But we’ve
Iy Eoumiaticom WAL Adrcerarn IDisee A also seen significant population increases in all those areas.”
TAKE A FLIGHT EXPERIENCE IN A The biggest current boom for liquor sales is in licensed distilleries — the places where

BOEING B-17 "FLYING FORTRESS"! hard liquor is made. Lane County had two distilleries a decade ago; it now has nine — six

of those in Eugene, one in Springfield and one in Oakridge (the other is in unincorporated
county territory).
s 4 5 0 And beyond that, since about 2011, Scott said, the OLCC has been licensing distillery
] tasting rooms, similar to wine tasting rooms. Two have opened in Lane County: Heritage
Per person Distilling Co., at 110 Madison Street, and Thinking Tree Spirits, 88 Jackson Street.
F F 5 “Oregon is ahead of the national trend,” Scott says. “We are the leading state in distilleries.”
M4 All this reflects a national trend toward increased consumption of hard liquor, from
SE HE LEE ENDARY I' YINE HE TEESS IHE ' whiskey to vodka and gin, as opposed to wine and beer, Scott says. Leading that trend, she
says, is that more middle-aged women are drinking whiskey now, instead of the traditional
white wine or sweet cocktails.
Brrs o Don’t care to hit the bar scene? Rather drink at home?
% Lane County has 18 licensed liquor retail stores, including five in Eugene and three in
) : Springfield. (There are 267 statewide.) That means Lane County now has one liquor store
for every 18,870 customers.
Two more liquor outlets, Scott says, are about to open for business, both in existing
March 1 1-12 retail stores.
iesvngssinlapineriowlolos syisgim ity Mahlon Sweet Airport (KEUG) This reflects a change in OLCC policy. In the past, the agency generally licensed only
i during Gombet: over 70 yeirs agol “Atlantic Aviation FBO. retailers who specialized in liquor sales.
Ground tours wil start following each days fights. 9054 Boeing Drive The exception was extremely remote places, such as Lake County’s tiny Christmas
So bring the entire family out to experience history Eugene, OR 97402 Valley, where OLCC for years licensed a small retail liquor shelf at the local hardware
in fight store. (Perhaps to the chagrin of Christmas Valley residents, the store was recently sold,
For information El_r to schedule a ﬂi.ght, call: (9 1) 34@:,@243 Scott says, and the license ]apsed.)
or visit.: WWW.LibertyFoundation.org “That sort of combination store was really successful in rural areas,” she says. “So now
ulie Lilessy FouneEEer 1S & BULEEe)) WEm-TEmE MIUSSUT. we’re trying to improve the experience for the customers elsewhere.”
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