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ALTERNATIVE FACTS? NO. ALT-WINES, YES.

Wine truth as we know it

n President Benito Tweety’s post-truth, “alternate-facts” world, it prob-

ably doesn’t matter if we reported a story with some misleading in-

formation in January’s “Wine Label Whimsy,” when we wrote about

Charles Smith K Vintners 2012 MCK (Motor City Kitty) Syrah.

Lisa Sprague, one of the wine-savvy mavens at Sundance, dug out
a story on “Wine News” that clarified the tale. So here it is: Charles Smith
(Walla Walla) sold five of his top-selling wines, and not his top-shelf K
brands, as we thought, to Constellation Brands for a mere $120 million.

The story also notes that Smith owns no vineyards, for what that’s
worth. We still consider Smith a mighty wily marketer, and many of his K
wines are superb.

Okay? Clear? Add this: a prominent local winemaker said, in response
to this development, “good for him.”

It’s been a fine wine month, despite ice and snow, broken trees and fro-
zen plants. For one, we found time to taste some 2016 wines still in barrels,
and we feel confident in predicting that 16 will be another strong vintage
for Oregon wines.

Case in point: My pal Larry Malmgren and I wheeled through miles
of fallen trees and broken limbs along Fox Hollow Road to the backside
of Spencer Butte, arriving at the palatial digs of Abbelone Wine (see the
building on the Abbelone label). We yakked with owners Angela and Kris
Ferry in their basement winery, tasting from bottles, sampling from barrels.

Our hosts were charming, the wines delish “top to bottom,” Larry
judged. T agreed but was aroused by Abbelone 2015 Rosé ($15). It’s a
saignée, a ‘bleed’ from the first pressing of pinot noir, light red in color,
dry but juicy with red-berry flavors (cherries, raspberries, red currants),
well-balanced, a fine match with a wintery beef stew with root veggies.

Larry was also my partner as we wove through the basement storage
area of Kastle Hill, importers of fine German wines. All these were from
the Pfalz region and all superior. T was taken, though, by Herxheim am
Berg 2015 Scheurebe ($22), semi-sweet, just the wine to pair with spicy
dishes like stir-fry.

German wines are a tough sell in retail, in part because of many con-
sumers’ fears about mispronunciation, understandable when we come to
Scheurebe: Looks like it might be shoe-ree-bee, right? Corrected, it’s
SHOY-ray-buh. But it’s tasty wine, with flavors like ripe pears, quince,
dash of Meyer lemon, with bracing acidity.

I was looking for bubblies. Randy Stokes, Sundance manager,
steered me to a weird discovery, Bagrationi 1882 Classic Brut
($11.50), a bubbly from Georgia — the country, not the state
— formerly a kingdom until annexed by Russia in 1801, later a
member of the USSR until the 1990s, now exporting wines but still
making exuberant claims; the back label of the Brut, for example,
opens “with over 7,000 years of winemaking tradition ...”

What? Seven thousand?? No country (in my experience) claims a
history of winemaking that old. But we’re working with “alternate
facts,” right? And we can let the Greeks, Persians and others
argue with Georgians. Not me, and no eyewitnesses seem
available, so y’all fight, "kay?

Meanwhile, the wine’s very good, made from grapes
we never heard of, bursting with vigorous bubbles, a
bargain at this price, fun on the table and in the glass.

Larry also found Alvear Light Cream ($13),
lovely afternoon sipper-wine, Sherry-like; it ain’t
Sherry because it doesn’t come from the Sherry
region of Spain (like sparkling wine isn’t Cham-
pagne unless it comes from the Champagne region
in France). Alvear uses Pedro Ximenez grapes,
very nice (flavors like honey and golden raisins),
grown in Andalusia. Serve with cheese and crackers
for a slanting-sun aperitif.

And that’s the truth — as we know it. If you have “alternate
facts,” inform us. Please. m

BULLETIN BOARD

Anouncement

HUNGRY FOR HOPE?
Wider Perspective on World Events:
3-min.YouTube video: “Time for Change”
share-international.org SHARE LOVE

Events

SUSTAINABLE BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
Cottage Grove LCC Wednesdays 6-8pm.
Register at aprovecho.net

Wanted

PAID RESEARCH STUDY AT THE UOFO
Recruiting mothers of young children
Eligibility based on household income

Call 541-346-4684 for more information

Pets

GREENHILL HUMANE SOCIETY Everybody
Deserves a Good Home. Open Fr-Tu 11a-6p,
closed We/Th 88530 Green Hill Rd 541-689-
1503 and 1st Avenue Shelter open Tu-Fr
10a-6p & Sa 10a-5:30p, closed Su/Mo 3870
W. 1st Ave 541-844-1777. green-hill.org See
our Pet of the Week!

SHELTER ANIMAL RESOURCE ALLIANCE
SARA’s Treasures Gift & Thrift Shop.
Volunteer, Donate, Shop, ADOPT!
871 River Road, Open Daily 10am-6pm.
541-607-8892 sarastreasures.org
LOOK FOR THIS WEEK'S RESCUED CAT.

MUSIC/ENTERTAINMENT

Lessons

“PUTTING THE ‘PLAY’ IN PIANO” Have you
always wanted to play piano? O, perhaps
you played when you were young and are
yearning to play again? Our 10-week group
adult piano lessons have returned. Learn
theory, composition, improvisation,
sight-reading, performance, and more. New
York Times writer, Dena Kleiman, declares,
“Amy is a true original.” In person or Skype.
amyvanderlinde.com

Singer/Songwriters

SINGERS WANTED Inspirational Sounds, an
award winning, non-profit, community
choir singing African-American Gospel has
openings for singers in all sections. If you
are interested in this vibrant, high-energy
group, call Carol at 541-995-8459 or 541-
517-3770.

Help Wanted

BARISTA WANTED Bikini Beans Coffee in
Florence. Hiring Full Time & Part Time. Send
resume to truckloads247@yahoo.com,
541-460-0384

CARRY-ON TRAILER IN COBURG has immedi-
ate openings for General Laborers,
Production welders, painters, assemblers,
forklift drivers. Can't Weld? We will train
you. Apply in person Mon-Fri 8am-4pm at
91218 N. Coburg Industrial Way. EOE.

CARRY-ON TRAILER IN COBURG is hiring a
Shipping Manager. Requires valid driver
license. Ideal candidates have Microsoft
QOutlook, Excel & Word exp. Work performed
inside & outside. Entry level, willing to train.
Receiving & entering orders, payroll, con-
tacting dealers & trucks, answering
phones, using forklift, loading/unloading
trucks, lifting up to 50 Ibs. $13-16/hr DOE.
Apply in person Mon-Fri 8am-4pm at 91218
N. Coburg Industrial Way. EOE.

$DANCERS$ Tired of your current club!
SWEET ILLUSIONS has day & night shifts
available. No experience, can train.
Excellent tips! 541-852-8625 or 541-517-
7196 THE HOTTEST CLUB IN LANE COUNTY!

DIRECT SUPPORT PROFESSIONAL Are you
looking for a meaningful job where you can
make an impact in the lives of others? Look
no further than Independent Environments,
Inc. We have Direct Support Professional
(care giving) positions open, both full and
part time, across all shifts. No experience
necessary but a heart to serve required.
Visit www.ieihomes.org/employment to

apply!

HVAC TECHNICIAN/ INSTALLER
APPRENTICESHIP.  Applications  for
Apprenticeship employment in Lane and
Douglas Counties. Mininum qualification: 18
yrs old, High School grad or GED and 1 yr HS
Algebra with C or placement test equivalent.
Pick up application March 6 thru 17, 2017
9am-4pm at Comfort Flow Heating 1951
Don St., Springfield. Directions or Info at
541-279-1543.

SHEET METAL INSTALLER APPRENTICESHIP
Applications for future employment oppor-
tunities in Lane and Douglas Counties.
Minimum qualification are 18 yrs old, High
School grad or GED and 1 yr High School
Algebra with C or placement test equivalent.
Pick up applications- March 6-17, 2016
9am-4pm at Smith Sheet Metal 253 S 15th
St, Springfield. Directions or Info at 541-279-
1543.

BLU MIST RESTAURANT AND BAR (an Asian-
Fusion concept) is now hiring through our
website www.blumistrb.com: Front of the
house (Bar manager, bartender, Assistant
GM, server, host/hostess, busser). Back of
the house (Sous Chef, line cook, prep cook,
dishwasher). Apply at www.blumistrb.com

LOST YOUR JOB? Place a free line ad here
(up to 4 lines, 160 characters) for 2 weeks.
Briefly list your skills/experience & contact
info. Email to: office@eugeneweekly.com or
call 541-484-0519

Career Training

ADDICTIONS COUNSELOR TRAINING PROGRAM
Serenity Lane, 52-week no cost Addiction
Counselor Training Program. For more infor-
mation visit www.serenitylane.org, click on
Employment  Opportunities, then on
Serenity Lane’s Counselor Training Program
Opportunities. Or call 541-284-5702.

To place a classified ad: CALL 541.484.0519 EMAIL classy@eugeneweekly.com WEB classifieds.eugeneweekly.com

CLASSIFIEDS

LINE ADS: $11/3 LINES
ADDITIONAL LINES: $4

EVENTSCALENDAR

__"‘
- DANCE CLASSES
Blue Cliff Zen Center START APRIL 6TH, 2017
8 Weeks / Thursday Nights
ZEN MEDITATION and MINDFULNESS MEET OTHER
for HEALTH & WELL-BEING SINGLES or
8-Week Course DANCE WITH
. YOUR PARTNER
April 4 - May 23 (8 Tuesdays) Night Club Two Step
From 7:30 pm to 9:30 pm i / Hustle and
e West Coast Swing
., —dletails at www.bluecliffzen.org ) Registration Deadline
March 24, 2017

Download Registration Forms at

NAIL FUNGUS?

Summer’s coming!

www.danceeugene.com or (541)342-3058

Daoist Energetic Medicine
Medical Qigong & Self-Healing

P1 - Intro Medical Qigong Therapy

Ten Weekly Classes, 6-9pm + 1 Saturday

No Prerequisites, Pdu’s for Acupuncture
www.qigong-clinic.com

cascadelaserclinic.com
541-689-3021

EU Hﬂe FEHCGI'S Eth odern Olympic Fencin Self-Heali.ng Qigon.g Classes
Fuil,%pee & Saber * Beginner & Adv " = I and Heallng APPOIntmentS
NWYC 2621 Augusta St. = Eric Shaffer, DMQ
d, hursd ’
6:;[;];1511 T g Y Advanced Instructor
to i" of the [IMQ Curriculum

info@qigong-clinic.com  541-852-1628

8:30pm %

688-6574 + eugenefencersclub.com « USFA/USFCA Certified Coach
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