
BY RACHAEL CARNESDANCE

W
hat a great and glorious world we live in, 

when deliciously guilty pleasures from the 

’80s are rehashed for the stage: Johnny and 

Baby are back, and now they’re singing and 

dancing? Yes, please! 

The Theater League presents Dirty Dancing 7:30 pm 

Tuesday through Thursday, Feb. 28-March 2, at the Hult.

We recently caught up with one of the show’s stars, 

Jennifer Mealani Jones, who plays “Penny,” the sassy 

dance instructor with a heart of gold. Jones says stepping 

into the role in the iconic story has been surreal. 

“When I first got the part, I was still in college and my 
friends all teased me,” Jones says. “They said, ‘All you 

ever wanted to do is be in the movie Dirty Dancing!’” 

Jones’ character, Penny, has some big dancing shoes to 

fill. 

“She’s a powerhouse, a badass woman,” Jones says. 

“And she also lives through controversy. There’s a lot of 

work that goes into doing the role justice.” 

Penny comes from a rough background, and she’s made 

some poor decisions. It’s Penny’s unplanned pregnancy 

that drives the narrative and gives Baby her own dancing 

shoes.

“She used to be a Rockette, but she started dating the 

wrong guy,” Jones says of Penny’s character. “Still, she’s 

powerful and fun, and it’s a joy to play this regal, blond, 

Hollywood-esque woman eight or nine times per week.” 

Jones says she dances through the whole first act of the 
show. 

“It feels like I get shot out of a cannon,” she says. 

She and other performers stay on top of their game by 

hitting yoga classes or the gym in every town they visit. 

“You do a lot outside the show when you’re not in the 

show,” Jones says. 

So why see the musical, when you can just reminisce 

with Patrick Swayze in the film version?  
“This show makes you feel like you’re inside the 

movie,” Jones says. “The scenes and songs move at such a 

fast-paced, exciting clip.” 

So will we see the lift? I mean, will we have the time of 

our lives? 

“I have insider intel,” Jones says, laughing. “You might 

as well get a refund on your ticket if you don’t see that lift.”

Dirty Dancing: the Musical hits the stage 7:30 pm Tuesday through Thursday, 

Feb. 28-Mar 2, at the Hult Center. $47.50-$108; tickets at BroadwayinEugene.

com, the Hult Center Ticket Office or by calling 541-682-5000.

NO ONE PUTS BABY 
IN THE CORNER 
Dirty Dancing: The Musical! Hits the Hult

JENNIFER MEALANI JONES, 

BRONWYN REED AND 

CHRISTOPHER TIERNEY IN 

DIRTY DANCING: THE MUSICAL!

B U L L E T I N  B O A R D

Pets
GREENHILL HUMANE SOCIETY Everybody 
Deserves a Good Home. Open Fr-Tu 11a-6p, 
closed We/Th 88530 Green Hill Rd 541-689-
1503 and 1st Avenue Shelter open Tu-Fr 
10a-6p & Sa 10a-5:30p, closed Su/Mo 3970 
W. 1st Ave 541-844-1777. green-hill.org See 
our Pet of the Week!

SHELTER ANIMAL RESOURCE ALLIANCE
S.A.R.A.’s Treasures Gift & Thrift Shop.

Volunteer, Donate, Shop, ADOPT!
871 River Road, Open Daily 10am-6pm.

541-607-8892 sarastreasures.org
LOOK FOR THIS WEEK’S RESCUED CAT. 

M U S I C / E N T E R T A I N M E N T

Lessons
“PUTTING THE ‘PLAY’ IN PIANO” Have you 
always wanted to play piano? Or, perhaps 
you played when you were young and are 
yearning to play again? Our 10-week group 
adult piano lessons have returned. Learn 
theory, composition, improvisation, 
sight-reading, performance, and more. New 
York Times writer, Dena Kleiman, declares, 
“Amy is a true original.” In person or Skype. 
amyvanderlinde.com 

F O R  S A L E

Produce
KIWI, RAW/FLAVORED WALNUTS & ALMONDS, 

Kiwi Doubles. Wholesale Prices, Guy 
541-915-8581 www.hampton-ranch.com

E M P L O Y M E N T

Help Wanted
CARRY-ON TRAILER IN COBURG has immedi-
ate openings for General Laborers, 
Production welders, painters, assemblers, 
forklift drivers. Can’t Weld? We will train 
you. Apply in person Mon-Fri 8am-4pm at 
91218 N. Coburg Industrial Way. EOE.

CARRY-ON TRAILER IN COBURG is hiring a 
Shipping Manager. Requires valid driver 
license. Ideal candidates have Microsoft 
Outlook, Excel & Word exp. Work performed 
inside & outside. Entry level, willing to train. 
Receiving & entering orders, payroll, con-
tacting dealers & trucks, answering 
phones, using forklift, loading/unloading 
trucks, lifting up to 50 lbs. $13-16/hr DOE. 
Apply in person Mon-Fri 8am-4pm at 91218 
N. Coburg Industrial Way. EOE.

$DANCERS$  Tired of your current club! 
SWEET ILLUSIONS has day & night shifts 
available. No experience, can train. 
Excellent tips! 541-852-8625 or 541-517-
7196 THE HOTTEST CLUB IN LANE COUNTY!

S E E K I N G  E M P L O Y M E N T

CAREGIVER 20 years Experience. 
Conscientious and Trustworthy. Excellent 
References. 541-484-5388

LOST YOUR JOB? Place a free line ad here 
(up to 4 lines, 160 characters) for 2 weeks. 
Briefly list your skills/experience & contact 
info. Email to: office@eugeneweekly.com or 
call 541-484-0519

Career Training
ADDICTIONS COUNSELOR TRAINING PROGRAM 
Serenity Lane, 52-week no cost Addiction 
Counselor Training Program. For more infor-
mation visit www.serenitylane.org, click on 
Employment Opportunities, then on 
Serenity Lane’s Counselor Training Program 
Opportunities. Or call 541-284-5702.

W E L L N E S S

Health & Nutrition
MAKE THE CALL TO START GETTING CLEAN 
TODAY. Free 24/7 Helpline for alcohol & drug 
addiction treatment. Get help! It is time to 
take your life back! Call Now: 855-732-4139 
(AAN CAN)

Insurance
UNINSURED? WE CAN HELP! Enrollment for 
OHP (Oregon Health Plan) is open year-
round. For more information, Call Planned 
Parenthood at 541-543-5484.

Wellness
WHITE BIRD DENTAL CLINIC 1400 Mill St. 
Eugene. Emergency & on-going denistry for 
Low/No income residents of Lane County. 
Accepts OHP & under insured. 541-344-
8302

Yoga
SWEATY GANESH YOGA

Hot and non-heated classes for all levels, 
including beginners!  Intro offer: $39 for one 
month of unlimited yoga. www.sweatyga-
neshyoga.com

VOTED #1 BY EW READERS! Bring this ad in 
for a $6 drop in class. 44/4 WEEKS 
UNLIMITED YOGA PILATES ZUMBA for new 
students. Eugene’s most extensive pro-
gram, 100+ Weekly drop in classes, www.
eugeneyoga.us

P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

Attorney/Legal
AFFORDABLE Wills, Trusts, Guardianships, 
SS Disability and SSI Representation and 
Legal Advice. Alice M. Plymell 132 E 
Broadway #718, Eugene 541-343-9341

CLASSIFIEDS L I N E  A D S :  $11/3 L INES

A D D I T I O N A L  L I N E S :  $4
To place a classified ad: CALL 541.484.0519  EMAIL classy@eugeneweekly.com  WEB classifieds.eugeneweekly.com  

e u g e n e w e e k l y . c o m  •  F e b r u a r y  2 3 ,  2 0 1 7 3 1

EVENTSCALENDAR
assistance league thrift shop

1149 WILLAMETTE | TUES-SAT 10-4

eugene.assistanceleague.org

Come Thrift 

With Us!

Daoist Energetic Medicine
Medical Qigong & Self-Healing

P1 - Intro Medical Qigong Therapy
Ten Weekly Classes, 6-9pm + 1 Saturday
No Prerequisites, Pdu’s for Acupuncture

 www.qigong-clinic.com 

Self-Healing Qigong Classes
and Healing Appointments

Eric Shaffer, DMQ 
Advanced Instructor
of the IIMQ Curriculum    

info@qigong-clinic.com     541-852-1628

®

Jeff W. Ryder
DC, LAc, Certifi ed Rolfer™

Rolfi ng® Structural Integration 
Chiropractic • Cranial & Visceral 

Manipulation • Acupuncture

Physical & Energetic Approaches
to Health and Transformation

drjeffryder.com • 503-250-3209

688-6574 • eugenefencersclub.com • USFA/USFCA Certifi ed Coach

6:15pm 

to 

8:30pm

NWYC 2621 Augusta St.
Tuesday & Thursday

Eugene Fencers Club
Foil, Epee & Saber • Beginner & Adv

Modern Olympic Fencing


