
HER OWN FREEDOM
A philosophical Things to Come traces a woman’s path

T
hings to Come is an odd title (translated from the French L’avenir). Is it a threat or 

a promise? It’s a little of both, and all happening to Nathalie (Isabelle Huppert).

A students’ strike at Nathalie’s school makes getting to work a challenge; her 

publisher questions the relevance of her textbooks; her aging mother grows more 

demanding; her husband, Heinz (Andre Marcon), hardly speaks. Her children are 

grown and out of the house, but writer-director Mia Hansen-Løve never gives the sense 

that Nathalie would’ve been defined by them even were they younger. Her intellectual life 
sustains her, she tells a former student, the charismatic Fabien (Roman Kolinka).

Can that be enough? Things to Come takes place at one of those impossible, entirely 

believable points in a person’s life when everything changes at once, and the understated 

joy of the film is watching Huppert as Nathalie adjusts her world. Sometimes the change is 

visible outside of her: The half-empty bookshelves when Heinz leaves are an affront to her 

intellect and an eyesore in their perfectly appointed apartment. Mostly, though, change is 

in Huppert’s face, her walk, her conversations. 

Hansen-Løve, the daughter of two philosophy teachers, knows the philosophy that 

Nathalie argues, and it would take a second viewing of the film to pick up and examine all 
the references. Each book Nathalie picks up tells part of her story, whether she reads it or 

dismisses it. But her story isn’t just in the arguments and conversations. It’s also in how 

they’re made. The Nathalie who presses her point in class is a far cry from the Nathalie 

who shrugs off an argument with Fabien’s more radical friends, who’ve moved to a farm 

in the stunning countryside. She’s too old to be a radical, she tells a younger woman, who 

disagrees. 

Nathalie’s not too old for anything — not to learn to care about a cat, or swim in a 

river or have a certain tension with her former student. Subtly, gracefully, Huppert shifts 

herself through Hansen-Løve’s story. As in Elle, she’s playing a character who rarely reacts 

to things as expected, and how she does react is an exploration of ongoing, unexpected 

change — the kind that reshapes how a person thinks about herself and her relation to your 

world. 

The things that happen to Nathalie are not her choices, and they’re things — death, 

separation — that we’ve seen play out in narratives a million times before. It’s rare, though, 

to see such a careful examination of a woman regarding the world she built for herself — 

out of all the expected blocks, family and career and love — and finding a new way to live 
within it. Things to Come can be slow, and pensive, and so much rests on Huppert’s slight 

shoulders and slight frown that if you don’t like her, you may not like the film in the least. 
But Hansen-Løve’s investigation of a woman growing into her own sort of freedom is a 

quiet, bittersweet delight.

Things to Come opens Friday, Feb. 10, at Broadway Metro.
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Specialty, Seasonal & Flagship Beers

and ciders from all over the West 

February 10 + 11 2017

the essentials | dj nate robertson

admission includes Tasting glass + 2 drink tickets

Serving the Eugene Community for Over 35 Years!

TICKET PRICES: MATINEE before 5pm $6
ADULT $8 | STUDENT $7 | SENIOR 62+ $6  CHILD age 12 & under $6

Local beer, wine and cider... & now kombucha on tap!

bijou-cinemas.com

2/10-2/16

 492 E. 13th Ave 
541-357-0375

 MOVIES
THAT

MATTER

LION (PG-13)
Friday - Sunday 10:30 am, 1:00, 3:30, 6:10, 8:45
Monday - Thursday 1:00, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30

2017 OSCAR SHORTS - LIVE ACTION
Friday - Sunday 1:00, 5:45
Monday & Tuesday 12:45, 5:45
Wednesday 11:30 am, 4:15
Thursday 12:45, 5:45

2017 OSCAR SHORTS - ANIMATION
Friday - Sunday 3:45, 8:30
Monday & Tuesday 3:45, 8:45
Wednesday 2:15, 9:30
Thursday 3:45, 8:45

20th CENTURY WOMEN (R)
Friday - Sunday 10:30 am
Forbidden Fruit present 

THE ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW 
(with live shadowcast)

Friday & Saturday 11:00 pm

GET OUT (R)
Free advance screening 
Wednesday 7:00 pm

ALL AGES

FRI FEB 10TH - THUR FEB 16TH

762-1700 | 180 E. 5TH AVE
DAVIDMINORTHEATER.COM

$3 TUESDAYS

TIX 
$7

$3 
TUES

STUDENT
& SENIOR
DISCOUNT

$5 
SUN

A MONSTER 
CALLS
4:40

HACKSAW 
RIDGE
9:00

TROLLS 
3:45

*ONLY SHOWS 
SAT. & SUN.

THE EAGLE 
HUNTRESS

5:25

HELL OR HIGH WATER
7:00

CAPTAIN FANTASTIC
8:50

1 OSCAR 
NOMINATION

1 OSCAR 
NOMINATION

4 OSCAR 
NOMINATIONS

1 OSCAR 
NOMINATION

FANTASTIC
BEASTS

6:40

2 OSCAR 
NOMINATIONS

1653 Willamette Street 
M-F 9-6 • Sat 10-5 • Sun 11-5 
FREE OFF-STREET PARKING 

541-485-5100 
www.evergreennutrition.com 

EVERGREEN 
NUTRITION

15-20% OFF*
CBD OIL 

PRODUCTS
I N  F E B R U A R Y

Studies show that CBD oil can 
be helpful for anxiety & stress.

The most affordable CBD on 
the market, CV Sciences’ CBD 
oil is non-psychoactive.
• Chemical-free CO2 Extracted 

• Non-GMO    • Gluten free

SEVERAL NEW OPTIONS  
ARE NOW AVAILABLE

*15% OFF CV SCIENCES & 20% OFF MB SCALAR CBD

THINGS TO COME (L'AVENIR) 
FRI-TUE 3:45 6:00  
WED  3:45  
THU  3:45 6:00

2017 OSCAR-NOMINATED DOCUMENTARY 
SHORTS: PROGRAM A  
FRI  11:30 6:20 10:30 
SAT   6:20 10:30 
SUN-THU 11:30 6:20 10:30

2017 OSCAR-NOMINATED DOCUMENTARY 
SHORTS: PROGRAM B  
FRI  1:20 8:10 
SAT   8:10 
SUN-THU 1:20 8:10

LA LA LAND 
  11:25 2:10 5:00 7:45 10:15

MANCHESTER BY THE SEA 
  11:15 2:05 3:30 7:25 10:05

MOONLIGHT 
FRI-TUE 11:00 1:20 5:00 8:15 10:00 
WED  11:00 1:20 5:00  10:00 
THU  11:00 1:20 5:00 8:15 10:00

METROARTS 
PREMIUM EVENT PRICE 
GRAN TEATRE DEL LICEU:  
I CAPULETI E I MONTECCHI 
SAT  11:00   
WED  6:00

FEBRUARY 10-16

  COMING SOON 
 THE SALESMAN  TONI ERDMANN
 I AM NOT YOUR NEGRO  THE LURE
 MY LIFE AS A ZUCCHINI  THE LAST WORD 
 PERSONAL SHOPPER  RAW

43 W. BROADWAY 
(541) 686-2458

BUY TICKETS ONLINE AT 
BROADWAYMETRO.COM

REGULAR ADMISSION 
$9 ADULTS 

$8 STUDENTS 
$6 SENIORS/CHILDREN 

$6 BEFORE 5 PM

OPEN EVERY DAY

Asian Food

Market

Asian Food

Market

www.sunriseasianfood.com
M-Th 9am-7pm•F 9am-8pm•Sa 9am-7pm•Su 10am-6pm

70 W. 29th Ave. Eugene • 541-343-3295

10%
OFF EVERYTHING
IN THE STORE!
* Excluding case prices

  and rice 10lbs and up.

Offer expires 2/18/17

Largest Selection
of Asian Groceries
Seaweed, rice, noodles, frozen products,

deli, snacks, drinks, sauces, spices,
produce, housewares, and more.

We carry groceries from Holland,
India, Pakistan and Polynesia

Sushi & Asian deli take-out

Valentine’s Day 
Special

$50 
off

2016 return 
with this coupon*

long or short form
*NEW CLIENTS ONLY

Applies to Federal & State and attachments. 

Includes FREE electronic fi ling! 

Off er only valid for service fee of $170 or more.

Coupon good through Monday, April 3, 2017

Accurate 
Bookkeeping 

& Tax Service

2757 River Rd.

541-689-7071 

abtscorp.com

ABTS Lic. #B15290; Principal M. Innocenti Lic. #5242-C


