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ALL THAT LEARNING EVER WRIT
UO Theatre dives into the Restoration with The Emperor of the Moon

S
lamming doors, pretending to be statues, hiding under 

tables: These theatrical devices are as old as theater itself, 

and they’re in great supply in J.K. Rogers’ directorial debut 

The Emperor of the Moon, playing now at the University 

Theatre. 

Playwright Aphra Behn (1640-1689) 

is considered to be England’s first female 
professional writer. She was a poet for 

hire, a translator — maybe a spy? — 

and in a period when theaters were just 

reawakening after puritanical laws had 

shuttered them (thanks, 17th-century 

Reformed Protestants), Behn’s plays 

poked fun at the distressing lives of rich 

people.

Audiences seeing The Emperor of the 

Moon when it premiered in 1687 would 

have well recognized the writer’s thinly 

veiled allusions to the playboy court of 

Charles II. Billed as a mini-spectacle, 

shows like this were chock full of topical 

references to be lapped up by an audience 

that included the same characters 

presented onstage: the aristocracy, their servants and the middling 

professional class. 

Behn cached her critique within the ribald and familiar 

characters of Commedia dell’arte, an Italian form that was well 

loved and well used for centuries. (If you’ve ever chuckled at 

someone slipping on a banana peel, thank Commedia.) 

Shelbi Wilkin’s costumes for this production are delightful: 

masterfully constructed and impeccably detailed. The set, too, by 

Jerry S. Hooker, is a rich fantasy. Lighting designer Kat Matthews 

offers shifts in mood, with lively projections. (One quibble: There’s 

a pocket of darkness downstage right that too many actors perform 

in.) Sound by Bradley Branam flows seamlessly.  
Performances are varied, though everyone gives 100 percent. 

Sam Brignell as Don Cinthio and Simon 

Griffin as Don Charmante have a stoic, 
foppish air. Lily Smith as Bellemante 

captures attention as the classic ingénue, 

and her counterpart, Samantha Lee as 

Elaria, matches her in conviction, though 

her delivery seems a little flat.
Mackenzie Utz as Harlequin gains 

momentum as the play rolls along. Aimee 

Hamilton as Doctor Baliardo plays it 

straight, to great comic effect — the 

only character to consistently do so — 

and Connor French as Scaramouch and 

Nicolette Zaretsky as Mopsophil punch 

up the energy in every scene. 

Director Rogers makes the choice 

to fiddle with the script, adding early 
simulcast translation for modern 

audiences and peppering the production 

with anachronisms. But it’s unclear whether these diversions add 

much.

The production is strongest when the characters onstage take 

what they’re saying with deadly seriousness while simultaneously 

embodying broad, outré physicality. Within that approach, this 

comedy of manners twinkles like the stars. 

The Emperor of the Moon continues through Feb. 5 at University Theatre; $8-$10, tickets 

available at tickets.uoregon.ed, or by calling the box office at 541-346-4363. 
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B U L L E T I N  B O A R D

Announcements
Choose  Wisely  What  You  T H I N K:

ENERGY    FOLLOWS    THOUGHT
Envision a World of Justice & P E A C E 

Global Transformation Happening N O W
Share-International.org    TAKE  HEART

Opportunities
FEMALE TRAVELING COMPANION WANTED I 
am an easy going, honest, and fun loving 
guy in his 40’s looking for a female with 
similar principles to accompany me for 6-8 
weeks to beautiful Baja. All expenses and 
reimbursement of any lost time/wages will 
be negotiated. Trip will be jam packed with 
fun, sightseeing, fishing, and great eating 
and drinking. Want to be out of here very 
soon(this week) so you must act now. 
Phone: 541-579-4931, Email:                                       
bajacaptain34@gmail.com

Pets
GREENHILL HUMANE SOCIETY Everybody 
Deserves a Good Home. Open Fr-Tu 11a-6p, 
closed We/Th 88530 Green Hill Rd 541-689-
1503 and 1st Avenue Shelter open Tu-Fr 
10a-6p & Sa 10a-5:30p, closed Su/Mo 3970 
W. 1st Ave 541-844-1777. green-hill.org See 
our Pet of the Week!

SHELTER ANIMAL RESOURCE ALLIANCE
S.A.R.A.’s Treasures Gift & Thrift Shop.

Volunteer, Donate, Shop, ADOPT!
871 River Road, Open Daily 10am-6pm.

541-607-8892 sarastreasures.org
LOOK FOR THIS WEEK’S RESCUED CAT.

 M U S I C / E N T E R T A I N M E N T

Band Members
PUTTING TOGETHER A STREET BAND. 
Percussion & horns needed to play rallies, 
protests, and benefits. Larry 707-832-7069

Lessons
BILLTEACHESGUITAR.COM

F O R  S A L E

Furnishings
QUALITY FURNITURE Clean, modern & 
antique, furniture, electronics, tools & col-
lectibles. New estates arriving daily. We are 
also buying! 939 River Road, 689-4554, 
riverroad2ndhand.com CHECK US OUT!!

Produce
KIWI, RAW/FLAVORED WALNUTS & ALMONDS, 

Kiwi Doubles. Wholesale Prices, Guy 
541-915-8581 www.hampton-ranch.com 

E M P L O Y M E N T

Help Wanted
CARRY-ON TRAILER IN COBURG has immedi-
ate openings for General Laborers, 
Production welders, painters, assemblers, 
forklift drivers. Can’t Weld? We will train 
you. Apply in person Mon-Fri 8am-4pm at 
91218 N. Coburg Industrial Way. EOE.

LOCAL NONPROFIT COMMUNITY CENTER 
seeks a Programming Manager. 
Responsibilities include communicating 
with booking agents, promoters, publicists, 
performing arts organizations, artists and 
tour managers to negotiate and clarify con-
tracts for events. Also place holds on the 
program calendar, negotiate and confirm 
in-house offers, supply rental information 
and confirm events, secure deposits, 
explain security, explain publicity options, 
and coordinate with the Production 
Manager to advance shows. Position is full 
time, up to 40 hrs/wk.  For the full job 
description and to submit a job application, 
please visit the job positing page here:  
h tt p : / / w w w. w o w ha l l . o rg / pr og ra m -
ming-manager-position 

$DANCERS$  Tired of your current club! 
SWEET ILLUSIONS has day & night shifts 
available. No experience, can train. 
Excellent tips! 541-852-8625 or 541-517-
7196 THE HOTTEST CLUB IN LANE COUNTY! 

S E E K I N G  E M P L O Y M E N T

QUALITY GARDEN & LAWN MAINTENANCE 
(Eugene/Springfield) Ecologically responsi-
ble gardener w/ 20 years experience Call 
Matthew for a free estimate at 510-776-
2474  

LOST YOUR JOB? Place a free line ad here 
(up to 4 lines, 160 characters) for 2 weeks. 
Briefly list your skills/experience & contact 
info. Email to: office@eugeneweekly.com or 
call 541-484-0519   

Career Training
ADDICTIONS COUNSELOR TRAINING PROGRAM 
Serenity Lane, 52-week no cost Addiction 
Counselor Training Program. For more infor-
mation visit www.serenitylane.org, click on 
Employment Opportunities, then on 
Serenity Lane’s Counselor Training Program 
Opportunities. Or call 541-284-5702.

TATTOO ARTIST TRAINING
gardenofinktattoo.com/tattoo-school

Two spots open for April 2017 program

W E L L N E S S

Health & Nutrition
MAKE THE CALL TO START GETTING CLEAN 
TODAY. Free 24/7 Helpline for alcohol & drug 
addiction treatment. Get help! It is time to 
take your life back! Call Now: 855-732-4139 
(AAN CAN)

Insurance
UNINSURED? WE CAN HELP! Enrollment for 
OHP (Oregon Health Plan) is open year-
round. For more information, Call Planned 
Parenthood at 541-543-5484.

Wellness
GENTLE HEALING. PHYS. + EMOTIONAL WELL-
Being via Long distance Energy sessions.

Low-cost + 1st Session free. To Inquire
Call 541.525.0434. Heal Your Heart.

CLASSIFIEDS L I N E  A D S :  $11/3 L INES

A D D I T I O N A L  L I N E S :  $4
To place a classified ad: CALL 541.484.0519  EMAIL classy@eugeneweekly.com  WEB classifieds.eugeneweekly.com  

e u g e n e w e e k l y . c o m  •  F e b r u a r y  2 ,  2 0 1 7 2 7

EVENTSCALENDAR

Hannah Clotere
Real Estate Broker � 541-543-9345

HannahSellsHomes.com

S
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e that Shines

LMT Lic #9092

White Bird
Dental Clinic 

EMERGENCY & ON-GOING DENTISTRY 
for Low/No income residents of Lane County 

Accepts OHP +Under Insured

541-344-8302  • 1400 Mill st, Eugene

688-6574 • eugenefencersclub.com • USFA/USFCA Certifi ed Coach

6:15pm 

to 

8:30pm

NWYC 2621 Augusta St.
Tuesday & Thursday

Eugene Fencers Club
Foil, Epee & Saber • Beginner & Adv

Modern Olympic Fencing

YOU CAN 

HELP

Bring in your extra 
blankets, sleeping bags, tarps,
coats, jackets, sweaters, socks,
rain gear, hats, gloves, scarves

ITEMS CAN BE DONATED AT OUR OFFICE 
1251 LINCOLN ST. | MON. - FRI. 9AM - 5PM

and we will deliver to  White Bird

EUGENE WEEKLY CLOTHING DRIVE

FOR 
WHITE BIRD’S
STAY WARM 

DRIVE


