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HISTORY AS HORROR STORY

JackKie turns the story of Camelot’s first lady into a
nightmare from which we haven’t awakened

he assassination of President John F. Kennedy in a Dallas motorcade on Nov. 22, 1963
was a national tragedy, but it was also a nightmare, and one from which we’ve never
recovered. The parameters of tragedy are timeless and defined, but a nightmare is a
different beast altogether: disorienting, chaotic, darkly impressionistic and symbolic
of reality in a way that is ominous, apocalyptic and forever ill at ease.

In Jackie, Chilean director Pablo Larrain opts to sketch the days following JFK’s
murder up to his funeral procession as a nightmare seen through the eyes of the first lady
(Natalie Portman), and the results are profoundly unsettling and haunting. If, as many have
argued, a horror film can double as a political parable, Larrain makes it clear that indeed
the reverse is true.

From the opening scenes, Jackie — with its foreboding soundtrack of descending cello
chords and its tight, paranoiac close-ups cut by stark panoramas that recall Kubrick’s frigid
geometry — lets us know that this is no ordinary biopic. Instead, this is a horror story about
a proud woman trapped inside an impossible moment of reckoning from which there is no
escape.

As movingly portrayed by Portman, Jackie is fierce and fragile and traumatized all at
once, but her grief is immediately and utterly subsumed by history; she is acutely aware
that several narratives — about her husband, about her, about the assassination, about
the country — are competing for relevance, and as she struggles to control and mold the
story, the weight of its significance becomes unavoidable and crushing. The film is framed
around her interview with a reporter (Billy Crudup, listed only as “the journalist,” just one
hint of the movie’s intentions), and as it flips back and forth in time, it evokes the cascading
horror of the events leading up to and following the assassination.

It’s interesting and telling that a Chilean director — someone personally acquainted
with the bitter atrocities of Pinochet’s fascist regime — would choose to portray a defining
moment in this country’s political and social history as a sort of personal purgatory of
history gone haywire. Channeling directors like Roman Polanski (especially Rosemary’s
Baby) and William Friedkin (The Exorcist), Larrain paints Jackie as a woman subjected to
demonic forces beyond her reckoning; that those forces are technically political rather than
supernaturally demonic seems merely semantic.

As Marx once said, the tradition of all the dead generations weighs like a nightmare
on the minds of the living, and in Jackie, that nightmare becomes so immediate and all-
consuming that the very foundations of her existence are called into question. It is the soul
that is at stake here. At one point, Jackie tells her priest (John Hurt) that she prays every
night for death: The confession is less resigned than defiant. Larrain, by moving away from
documentary facts into the realm of poetic truth, manages to wrest Jackie Kennedy from
the iconography that would empty her of all but her status as the dead president’s wife.

Instead, the film portrays her as a complexly divided woman — a woman who must fight
for self-definition while grappling with forces that are cataclysmic and epochal, and that
would seek to put her in her place alongside the two-dimensional ghouls of our national
hagiography. Not since Winter’s Bone (one of the most unheralded feminist films of the
past 20 years) have I seen a movie that so deeply and honestly honored its female lead, by
granting her the dignity of becoming herself, rather than simply having her stand-in for a
some two-dimensional idea of what a woman should be.

In Jackie, to be or not to be isn’t really the question; it’s the impossible answer, the
forced choice of a woman’s role in society and history, and it makes this an unforgettable
film — a fractured fable and feminist horror story about where we are and how we got here.
(Opens Friday, Jan. 13, at Broadway Metro)
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Serving the Eugene Community for Over 35 Years!

LION (PG-13)

Friday - Sunday

12:00, 2:30, 5:00, 7:30
Monday - Thursday
2:30,5:00,7:30

ARRIVAL (PG-13) ONE WEEK ONLY!
5:15,7:45

THE EAGLE HUNTRESS (G) FINAL WEEK!
Friday - Sunday

1:00, 3:00

Monday - Thursday

3:00 pm

COMING SOON:

20th CENTURY WOMEN (1/20) + OSCAR SHORTS 2017 (2/10)
LALA LAND « PATERSON * NERUDA

JULIETA » 1, DANIEL BLAKE = THE RED TURTLE
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bijou-cinemas.com

Local beer, wine and cider... & now kombucha on tap!

TICKET PRICES: MATINEE before 5pm $6
ADULT $8 | STUDENT $7 | SENIOR 62-+ $6 CHILD age 12 & under $6

TIX| $5 | $3 | STuven
$7SUN TUES  oiscounr

ALL AGES

/—\
762-1700 1180 E. 5TH AVE
DAVIDMINORTHEATER.COM

$3 TUESDAYS

TROLLS SULLY LOVING
500 515 6:45

THEGRLON  CAPTAIN =
THE TRAIN FANTASTIC  HACKSAW RIDGE
7:05* 910 9:25

*NO SHOW 1/18

Bargam Shuws In() uan Eargaln N1ght SpEEIa]E
* Pass / Discount Restrictions Apply

IMAX: ROGUE ONE 3D [CC,DV] (PG-13) %
Fri. - Sat.1130 245 600 915

MONSTER TRUCKS [CC,DV] (PG)Fri. - Sat.(1235 PM) 610 PM
MONSTER TRUCKS 3D [CC.0V] (PG) *
fi. - Sat.(325 PM) 855 PM

SLEEPLESS [CC,DV] (R) Fri. - Sat.(140) 415 650 925
THE BYE BYE MAN [CC, DV]F(PG 3)
1140 215) 455 725 1040

MONSTER CALLS, A [CC,DV] (PG- 13)
- Sat.(300 PM) 900 PM

UNDERWORLD: BLOOD WARS [CC DV]éat (205 M

) 705 PM
UNDERWORLD: BLOOD WARS 3D[CC DV’\}I(Rg
Fri. - Sat.(1135 AM) 435 PM 935 PM

HIDDEN FIGURES [CC,DV] (PG) Fr| Sat.(1205 315) 620 925
LIVEBY NIGHT[CCOV](R)  Fri.- Sat.(1225 335) 640 950
WHY HIM? [CC,DV] (R) Fri. - Sat.(115) 405 655 1010
PASSENGERS [CC,DV] (PG-13) Fri. - Sat (140235) 530 1030
SING [CC,DV] (PG) 11 (1200 250} 540 830

Sat1030 [1200 250) 540 830
FENCES [CC,DV] (PG-13) Fri. - Sat.620 PM
ROGUE ONE [CC,DV] (PG-13)  Fri. - Sat.(105) 420 735 1000
PATRIOTS DAY [CC,DV] (R)  Fri. - Sat(1245 355) 715 1030
LA LALAND [CC,DV] (PG-13)  Fii. - Sat.(1215 325) 630 940
MOANA [CC,DV] (PG)  Fri. - Sat.(155 PM) 445 PM 745 PM

FANTASTIC BEASTS AND WHERE TO FIND THEN
[CC,DV] (PG-13) Fi(1150 A1) 550 P

DISNEY JUNIOR AT THE MOVIES WITH MICKEY! NR %
Sat.1000 AM

THIS WEEK: GOLDEN GLOBE WINNERS
(AND NOMINEES)

ELLE

N BEST PICTURE — FOREIGN
‘.‘ 4 BEST ACTRESS — DRAMA
Lk MOONLIGHT
BEST PICTURE - DRAMA

BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR

B BT SUPPORTING ACTRESS
BEST DIRECTOR
BEST ORIGINAL SCORE
i \,
A

BROADWAY

MANCHESTER BY THE SEA
BEST ACTOR - DRAMA
BEST PICTURE - DRAMA
BEST ACTRESS — DRAMA
BEST DIRECTOR

BEST SCREENPLAY

JACKIE
BEST ACTRESS — DRAMA
JANUARY 13-19

ELLE 1:00 145 430 T:

JACKIE ~ 11:40 205 5:00 7:30 9:40

MANCHESTER BY THE SEA
0 205 430 720 9:45

MOONLIGHT
FRI 12:00 230 5:00 7:30 10:00
SAT 230 500 730 10:00

SUN-MON 12:00 230 5:00 7:30 10:00
TUE 12:00 230 5:00 10:00
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WED 12:00 230 10:00
THU 1200 230 5:00 7:30 10:00
43W. BROADWAY )
(541) 686-2458 1\1 ETROAR TS
BUVTICKETS ONUNEAT ARG
P xe B OPERA NATIONAL DE PARIS:
T R SAMSON ET DALILA

$9 ADULTS SAT 11:00
$8 STUDENTS WED 6:00

$6 SENIORS/CHILDREN
$6 BEFORE 5 PM

OPEN EVERY DAY

UPCOMING: THINGS TO COME, TONI ERDMANN,
THE LURE, OSCAR SHORTS, THE SALESMAN

1 N E A R
§3.75° - CINEMARK 17

SENIOR Gateway Mall

MONDAY Beltline @ Gateway

*Visit cinemark.com for restrictions that apply.
HIDDEN FIGURES (DIG) |PATRIOTS DAY (DIG) (R)
(PG) 9:30, 12:45, 3:55, 7:10
9:35, 12:35, 3:45, 7:00 10:25
10:15 ROGUE ONE: A STAR
LA LA LAND (DIG) WARS STORY (DIG)
(PG-13) (PG-13)
9:45, 1:00, 4:15, 7:30 9:40, 12:50, 4:05, 7:20
10:45 10:40

LIVE BY NIGHT (DIG) (R) |SING (DIG) (PG)
9:50, 1:10, 4:25, 7:40 10:35, 1:30, 4:35, 7:50

10:45 10:30
MONSTER TRUCKS (30) |UNDERWORLD: BLOOD
(PG) WARS (3D) (R)
SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: | SPECIAL EVENT PRICING:
$3.00 UPCHARGE ALL $3.00 UPCHARGE ALL
TICKETS TICKETS

12:30, 9:40 3:00 10:35

MONSTER TRUCKS (DIG) | UNDERWORLD: BLOOD
(PG) WARS (DIG) (R)

9:55, 3:35, 6:50 10:00, 12:25, 5:30, 8:00

SHOWTIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE » VALID FOR FRIDAY ONLY

Assistive Listening & Captioning System Avail é\,

Now Featuring

Middle Eastern Food
& Vegetarian Items

Including Vegetarian Seafood,
Meat Substitutes & Snacks

Asian Groceries
Seaweed, rice, noodles, frozen products,
deli, snacks, drinks, sauces, spices,
produce, housewares, and more.
Sushi & Asian deli take-out

‘Woodfield Station
SHOPPING CENTER

29TH AVENUE

13341S FLIINYTTIM
133418 %Y0

Sunrise
www.sunriseasianfood.com

M-Th 9am-7pmeF 9am-8pmeSa 9am-7pmeSu 10am-6pm
70 W. 29th Ave. Eugene ¢ 541-343-3295
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