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GHOSTS OF    
CHRISTMAS QUAINT
A local holiday tradition brings Welsh author 

Dylan Thomas to Eugene

E
ugene actor David Stuart Bull was born and raised in England, just 

over the border from Wales. And for 30 years, Bull has brought a 

piece of his childhood to Lane County, performing Dylan Thomas’ 

timeless classic, A Child’s Christmas in Wales, at Café Soriah. 

Bull, a retired chimney sweep, says his connection to Thomas’ 

work goes back to his youth. “It’s like revisiting my childhood Christmases,” 

Bull explains.

Bull’s performance is accompanied by Celtic music from local musicians 

Chico Schwall and Linda Danielson. “I do a preamble, talking about my 

experiences growing up,” Bull says. “Linda and Chico play about half an 

hour — instrumental and vocal music.”

A former chimney sweep presenting A Child’s Christmas in Wales: It 

doesn’t get more Old World than that. And like his connection to Thomas’ 

prose, Bull says the path to his unconventional career choice also began in 

his boyhood. “The chimney sweep would come every year,” Bull recalls. 

“We had coal fireplaces.” 
Now that he’s retired, Bull says he hopes to act as much as possible. 

“I want to use my acting and reading skills, have a little business and call 

myself ‘The Jolly Good Reader.’ Hire myself out to groups and individuals 

who just like the idea of being read to.”

Even after all this time, Bull says presenting A Child’s Christmas in 

Wales feels fresh and new. “It’s so well written,” he says. “It’s written like a 

poem, from the eyes of an adult looking back upon their childhood. It really 

resonates with everybody because it’s universal, even though the setting is 

in Wales.”

And after three decades, Bull’s performance has become a local holiday 

tradition. “I’ve had people coming back every since I started,” Bull says. 

“Some people get married and bring their kids, and now their kids are 

bringing their kids. I’ll probably keep doing it ‘til I drop.”

A Child’s Christmas in Wales runs 9:30 pm Thursday through Saturday, Dec. 22-24, with a 3 pm 

matinee Saturday, Dec. 24, at Café Soriah. Call 541-342-4410 for reservations.
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Buy a 2017 SEASON TICKET and SAVE up to 30%! 

February 3 – 19, 2017 April 7 – 30, 2017

June 9 – 25, 2017

October 6 – 29, 2017 December 1 – 23, 2017

August 11 – 27, 2017

700 Village Drive, Cottage Grove  541-942-8001

www.cottagetheatre.org
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HERE’S HOW 
PROJECT COUNSELING WORKS
We help resolve different points of view through mediation and open
discussion between contractors & clients or just between clients.

While we provide a neutral ground for conflict resolution, our services are 
most valuable before a project begins. A plan review will give the client focus 
& clear understanding of what they are getting. This will keep the project on 
track and may prevent costly schedule delays!

Our goal is to assure clients they are getting a project as planned while
keeping contractors moving forward.

BEFORE YOU BUILD, GIVE US A CALL

For a FREE, Introductory Meeting, Call 541-521-1178

Project Counseling Services, LLC | 2361 Hilyard St., Eugene

Eye 5
 Explore the cutting edge

 of popular and roots 

music, for a curious, intelligent 

mind, and a pair of open ears.

Sat 3pm


