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THE STAR WARS                     
MACHINE ROLLS ON
Although spectacular to look at, 

Rogue One fails to take on a life of its own

T
here’s never been a Star Wars movie as simply beautiful to look at as Rogue One: 

A Star Wars Story. Whatever his other flaws as a director, Gareth Edwards (Mon-

sters, Godzilla) has set the bar on just how breathtaking this universe can be. The 
varied landscapes glimmer; a Rebel ship sets down gracefully on a desert world; a 
moon-sized weapon eclipses a distant sun. Costumes are practical; locations feel 

heavy and real.
In terms of setting, Rogue One presents a galaxy I’d like to visit — maybe when it’s a 

little safer. 

Built on a single reference in Star Wars: A New Hope, Rogue One tells the story of how 
the plans for the first Death Star were stolen. Assuming you’ve seen A New Hope at some 

point in the last 40 years, you know to some degree where this story goes. What the film 
needs to do, then, is invest us in the ordinary rebels who pulled off the theft.

And what the movie tries to give us in this rag-tag team is potentially really interest-
ing: They’re a group of near-strangers who’ve had their lives disrupted by politics. From 
the former guardians of a now-sacked Jedi temple (Wen Jiang and Donnie Yen, who are 
absolute highlights) to a reprogrammed Imperial droid, they’ve all had their lives reshaped 
by the fight against the Empire.

But there’s no time to explore this idea. As previous films have shown the villains’ 
perspectives, so must this one, even though Orson Krennic is nothing more than a power-
hungry middle manager, no matter how hard Ben Mendelsohn tries. Time wasted on his 
character would’ve been better spent developing Jyn Erso (Felicity Jones), whose past 
makes her a key resource for the Rebellion. 

Jones, like her castmates, does the best she can (in one teary scene, she outdoes most of 
the rest of the film), but the characters are all so thin that it’s easier to project onto Jyn what 
you’d like her to be than it is to see what the movie intends for her. Is she a young woman 
galvanized into politics through personal conflict? Is she an opportunist with a soft spot for 
her dad? Or does she just happen to be the one for the job because of her scientist father 
(played by an underused Mads Mikkelsen)? 

Without a strong central character, Rogue One’s theme is a muddle: The film can’t de-

cide if it’s an uplifting story about ordinary people making a difference or a tale trying to 
darken the war part of Star Wars through Diego Luna’s Cassian Andor, who regrets doing 
terrible things. Or is it an exercise in nostalgia, a beautiful trip back to the beginning that 
pushes your (and my) fan-buttons but not resonate once you leave the theater?

As the Rogue One draws to its utterly stunning space-battle close, it seems to feel it 
needs to hold hands with A New Hope — when it really just needs to pass the baton. (That 
said, the re-instituted footage of female pilots, whose scenes were cut from Return of the 

Jedi, does something to address Rogue One’s massive gender imbalance.)
Everything has to be worth it so that we can go into A New Hope feeling energized, even 

if the story being told is full of loss. So much effort goes toward establishing Rogue One’s 

part of the Star Wars universe that the film doesn’t take on a life of its own. These charac-

ters deserve greater consideration, but the war machine — and the Star Wars machine — 
must roll on. (Regal Valley River Center, Cinemark 17, Carmike 12) 

IMAX: ROGUE ONE 3D [CC,DV] (PG-13) ★
Fri.915 1230 345 700 1015

Sat.915 1230 345 700
HS16: IT'S A WONDERFUL LIFE (PG) Sat.1200 PM 700 PM
WHY HIM? [CC,DV] (R) Fri. - Sat.(935 1225 315) 605 900
ASSASSIN'S CREED [CC,DV] (PG-13)

Fri. - Sat.(1035 AM) 720 PM
ASSASSIN'S CREED 3D [CC,DV] (PG-13) ★

Fri.(130 PM) 425 PM 1025 PM
Sat.(130 PM) 425 PM

PASSENGERS [CC,DV] (PG-13) ★
Fri. - Sat.(1025 AM) 710 PM

PASSENGERS 3D [CC,DV] (PG-13) ★
Fri.(120 PM) 415 PM 1005 PM

Sat.(120 PM) 415 PM
SING [CC,DV] (PG) ★ Fri.(1015 105 355) 645 940

Sat.(1015 105 355) 645
SING 3D [CC,DV] (PG) ★ Fri. - Sat.(1135 225) 515 810
COLLATERAL BEAUTY [CC,DV] (PG-13)

Fri.(1105 140) 415 650 920
Sat.(1105 140) 415 650

FENCES [CC,DV] (PG-13) Sat.500 PM 820 PM
ROGUE ONE [CC,DV] (PG-13) ★

Fri.(1005 120) 435 615 750 930
Sat.(1005 120) 435 615 750

ROGUE ONE 3D [CC,DV] (PG-13) ★
Fri.(1055 1145 210 255) 525 840 1105

Sat.(1055 1145 210 255) 525 840
LA LA LAND [CC,DV] (PG-13) Sat.500 PM 810 PM
OFFICE CHRISTMAS PARTY [CC,DV] (R)

Fri.(1015 1255 335) 625 910
Sat.(1015 1255 335) 625

MOANA [CC,DV] (PG) Fri.(915 1205 305) 555 850
Sat.(915 AM 1205 PM 305 PM)

FANTASTIC BEASTS AND WHERE TO FIND THEM
[CC,DV] (PG-13) Fri.(1215 325) 635 950

Sat.(325 PM) 635 PM
ARRIVAL [CC,DV] (PG-13) Fri.(1115 AM 210 PM) 1055 PM

Sat.(1115 AM 210 PM)
DOCTOR STRANGE [CC,DV] (PG-13)

Fri.(1045 150) 445 740 1035
Sat.(1045 AM)

Serving the Eugene Community for Over 35 Years!

TICKET PRICES: MATINEE before 6pm $5
ADULT $8 | STUDENT $7 | SENIOR 62+ $5  CHILD age 12 & under $5

Local beer, wine and cider... & now kombucha on tap!

bijou-cinemas.com

12/23 - 12/29

 492 E. 13th Ave 
541-357-0375

 MOVIES
THAT

MATTER

SING (PG)
1:00, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30

THE EAGLE HUNTRESS (G)
2:00, 4:00, 6:15, 8:15

COMING SOON:
LION • LA LA LAND
20th CENTURY WOMEN • PATERSON
JULIETA • THE RED TURTLE
I, DANIEL BLAKE

    GIFT CARDS 
Are Available for Purchase. Any Amount. Never Expire. 

Makes the Perfect Gift!

MANCHESTER BY THE SEA  
FRI  12:30 1:00 3:30 4:00  
  6:30 7:00 9:30 9:50  
SAT  12:30 1:00 3:30 4:00  
  6:30 7:00  
SUN   1:00 3:30 4:00  
  6:30 7:00 9:30 9:50  
MON-THU 12:30 1:00 3:30 4:00  
  6:30 7:00 9:30 9:50 

NOCTURNAL ANIMALS  
FRI  11:45 2:20 5:00 7:40 10:10 
SAT   2:20 5:00 7:40 
SUN   2:20 5:00 7:40 10:10 
MON-TUE 11:45 2:20 5:00 7:40 10:10 
WED  11:45 2:20   10:10 
THU  11:45 2:20 5:00 7:40 10:10

MOONLIGHT  
FRI  11:45 2:15 4:45 7:15 9:35 
SAT  11:45 2:15 4:45 7:15 
SUN   2:15 4:45 7:15 9:35 
MON-THU 11:45 2:15 4:45 7:15 9:35

METROARTS 
PREMIUM EVENT PRICE

THE ROYAL BALLET: THE NUTCRACKER 
SAT  11:00  WED  6:00

  COMING SOON 
 JACKIE  TONI ERDMANN

SHOP LESS. WATCH MORE.
AVAILABLE ONLINE OR AT THE BOX OFFICE.

DECEMBER 23-29

43 W. BROADWAY 
(541) 686-2458

BUY TICKETS ONLINE AT 
BROADWAYMETRO.COM

REGULAR ADMISSION 
$9 ADULTS 

$8 STUDENTS 
$6 SENIORS/CHILDREN 

$6 BEFORE 5 PM

OPEN EVERY DAY

ALL AGES

FRI DEC 23RD - THUR DEC 29TH

762-1700 | 180 E. 5TH AVE
DAVIDMINORTHEATER.COM

$3 TUESDAYS

TIX 
$7

$3 
TUES

STUDENT
& SENIOR
DISCOUNT

$5 
SUN

SECRET LIFE 
OF PETS 

5:20

THE GIRL ON 
THE TRAIN

7:20

MAGNIFICENT 7
5:00

SULLY
9:20**

HELL OR 
HIGH WATER

9:10**

CAPTAIN 
FANTASTIC

7:00*

CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY      *NO SHOW 12/23 **NO SHOW 12/24

Asian Food

Market

Asian Food

Market

www.sunriseasianfood.com
M-Th 9am-7pm•F 9am-8pm•Sa 9am-7pm•Su 10am-6pm

70 W. 29th Ave. Eugene • 541-343-3295

10%
OFF EVERYTHING
IN THE STORE!
* Excluding case prices

  and rice 10lbs and up.

Offer expires 12/28/16

Largest Selection

of Asian Groceries
Seaweed, rice, noodles, frozen products,

deli, snacks, drinks, sauces, spices,

produce, housewares, and more.

We carry groceries from Holland,
India, Pakistan and Polynesia

Sushi & Asian deli take-out

CHRISTMAS
SPECIAL 

CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY

Bring in your extra 
blankets, sleeping bags, tarps,
coats, jackets, sweaters, socks,
rain gear, hats, gloves, scarves

ITEMS CAN BE DONATED AT OUR OFFICE 
1251 LINCOLN ST. | MON. - FRI. 9AM - 5PM

and we will deliver to  White Bird
NOW THROUGH DECEMBER

EUGENE WEEKLY CLOTHING DRIVE

FOR WHITE BIRD’S
STAY WARM 

DRIVE

YOU CAN 

HELP


