IN THE PINK

Winter blooms take the edge off the rainy season

here’s something very cheering about fresh flowers

in winter, and some of the most reliable providers

of cheer in that way are the winter-flowering vibur-

nums. The most familiar of these is Viburnum x bod-

nantense “Dawn,” sometimes sold, aptly but incor-
rectly, as “Pink Dawn.”

“Familiar” is relative, of course. I am always surprised,
when I drive around town in December and January and
spot those bare brown branches liberally sprinkled with rosy
flowers, to realize how few people in fact plant this viburnum
or, for that matter, any other winter-flowering shrub.

Thanks in part to the existence in Springfield of an out-
standing nursery that specializes in the genus, witch hazels
have become quite common in our area. Gossler Farms Nurs-
ery currently lists 30 varieties of witch hazel, most of which
bloom in January and February. But all bloom in some vari-
ation of yellow or coppery red — plenty of room, therefore,
for something pink.

Viburnum Dawn can’t boast the brilliant yellow-and-or-
ange fall foliage color of the witch hazels, their elegant, tree-

like structure or, for that matter, their subtle sweet-and-spicy scent. Dawn, however, has
other virtues, not least of which is the fact that deer don’t usually bother it. (They love to

eat witch hazels.)

Dawn’s full name conveys to those in the know that it is a hybrid between two species
and is named for Bodnant, a famous garden in North Wales where it originated. Dawn has

a sibling named V. x bodnantense “Charles Lamont.”

Dawn may have the slight edge with its deeper pink color, but whereas Dawn blooms
sporadically all through late fall and early winter, opening a new batch of tight little bun-
dles of flowers with every mild spell, Charles opens all of his flowers together a little later
in the season, making a shorter but showier display. Gossler Farms Nursery offers both.

The two parents of Charles Lamont and Dawn are Viburnum farreri and V. grandi-
florum. The latter isn’t often planted, in spite of its showy pink flowers, but V. farreri is

immensely popular in Britain, conspicuous in London parks and gardens for many weeks
with its fragrant white, pink-tinged bloom in late fall and early winter.

Here it is much more common to see Dawn. There is a dwarf form of V. farreri that
grows only 3 or 4 feet tall. It may be worth growing in a small garden for some winter scent

VIBURNUM X BODNANTENSE

and color, but it makes a rather shapeless tangle of skinny
branches when the leaves fall off.

Viburnum farreri was aptly known for many years as V.
fragrans. The newer name honors Reginald Farrer, an ec-
centric explorer who introduced this Chinese favorite to the
West. The fragrance remains and is much loved. The scent of
the farreri hybrids gets mixed reviews, however. The Amer-
ican plantsman and writer Michael Dirr describes the scent
as “sweet with a slight edge.” Many British writers seem to
enjoy it, even as a cut flower. I like it in moderation, but only
outdoors. Some people downright dislike the smell. Roger
Gossler seems to like it but describes it as “musky-sweet.”
Maybe it’s the musky part that gets to me when we bring the
flowers inside.

Viburnum x bodnantense grows to 8 or 10 feet and has
splendid foliage, perfectly described by Dirr: “The leaves, 2
to 4 inches long, are heavily pleated with impressed veins,
rich green with red petioles.” The leaves may turn deep red
before they fall, although sometimes they just fall. A notable
thing about these shrubs is their structure. Young plants are
bushy and upright, but as they mature they develop a multi-

stemmed umbrella shape, arching outward to form a leafy canopy above almost naked,
rough-barked lower limbs.

Some people consider the bare stems a negative, but I like this form, which is easily

under-planted with perennials or bushy shrubs, preferably evergreen. Think hellebores,
compact Oregon grape and low-growing rhododendrons. The size of mature plants can be

controlled somewhat with regular pruning. The trick is to cut out a few of the tallest, thick-

est limbs near ground level, every one to two years. To do this easily you’ll probably need
a narrow-bladed pruning saw to reach between the crowded branches.

These viburnums are not suited for hot, dry locations, but their water needs are not
outrageous if they get some afternoon shade. Strong indirect light (read: the east or north
side of a building that is not shaded by over-hanging trees) will produce plenty of flowers.

Rachel Foster lives and gardens in Eugene. She can be reached at rfoster@efn.org. Watch for her to blog at eugeneweekly.com.
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Groups

JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES SUPPORT GROUP
Doubts? DF'd? Fading? Recovered?
Meetup.com/Jehovah's Witnesses.

Announcements

HAVE HOPE in these Uncertain Times
Global TRANSFORMATION Happening:
3-min. YouTube video “Time for Change”
share-international.org AGELESS WISDOM
SHARING = JUSTICE = PEACE

Wanted

FATHERS NEEDED! Research study for sepa-
rated/divorced fathers. You can receive up
to $150 for participating. Go to http://bit.ly/
ftcscreen to see if you are eligible.

SEEKING KIDNEY DONOR Type O is preferable
but any blood type is OK. All medical
expenses and lost wages paid. Now in great
need! Contact 541-255-5257

Pets

GREENHILL HUMANE SOCIETY Everybody
Deserves a Good Home. Open Fr-Tu 11a-6p,
closed We/Th 88530 Green Hill Rd 541-689-
1503 and 1st Avenue Shelter open Tu-Fr
10a-6p & Sa 10a-5:30p, closed Su/Mo 3970
W. 1st Ave 541-844-1777. green-hill.org See
our Pet of the Week!

SHELTER ANIMAL RESOURCE ALLIANCE
SARA’s Treasures Gift & Thrift Shop.
Volunteer, Donate, Shop, ADOPT!
871 River Road, Open Daily 10am-6pm.
541-607-8892 sarastreasures.org
LOOK FOR THIS WEEK'S RESCUED CAT.

Auctions

STORAGE AUCTION On December 9, 2016,
Emerald Secure Storage, will be holding an
online auction listed with www.storagebat-
tles.com. The final bid will be placed by 9:00
a.m. for the unit located at 88272 Huston
Rd, Veneta, OR 97487 Unit 117, 8x20,Tony
Bryson

MUSIC/ENTERTAINMENT

Lessons

FINGERPICKING/FOLK GUITAR Oldtime banjo
and mandolin, fiddle, recorder, ukulele les-
sons. Patient, experienced teacher All ages/
levels. Emily Fox 541-345-5119

FOR SALE

Furnishings

QUALITY FURNITURE Clean, modern &
antique, furniture, electronics, tools & col-
lectibles. New estates arriving daily. We are
also buying! 939 River Road, 6839-4554,
riverroad2ndhand.com CHECK US OUT!!

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

CERTIFIED SUPPORT PROVIDERS NEEDED:
Starting at $11.50/hr. Help improve the
lives of people with DD and MH needs in the
Eugene and Creswell area. Meaningful and
rewarding work with opportunities for
advancement! Variety of shifts available
and all training is paid! Benefits include
PTO, Employee Assistance Program, Verizon
discounts, Health & Dental, among others.
Apply at renewconsulting.com

CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVES
Whether you are brand new to the call-cen-
ter industry or a seasoned pro, you can
build a great career with FCR. We currently
have f/t CSR positions available. Apply
On-line: www.gofcr.com. Select Veneta and
Customer Service Representative. FCRis an
equal-opportunity Employer.

$DANCERS$ Tired of your current club!
SWEET ILLUSIONS has day & night shifts
available. No experience, can train.
Excellent tips! 541-852-8625 or 541-517-
7196 THE HOTTEST CLUB IN LANE COUNTY!

PAID IN ADVANCE! MAKE $1000 A WEEK
Mailing Brochures From Home No
Experience Required. Helping home work-
ers since 2001! Genuine Opportunity. Start
Immediately!  www.WorkingCentral.Net
(AAN CAN)

SEEKING EMPLOYMENT

LOST YOUR JOB? Place a free line ad here
(up to 4 lines, 160 characters) for 2 weeks.
Briefly list your skills/experience & contact
info. Email to: office@eugeneweekly.com or
call 541-484-0519

NEED WORK-19 YRS IN FLOORING. Carpet/tile,
kitchen/bath, demo, framing, sheetwork/
finish. Plumbing/electric, cabinets/paint.
Blueprints/design. Ray 541-620-0267

Career Training

ADDICTIONS COUNSELOR TRAINING PROGRAM
Serenity Lane, 52-week no cost Addiction
Counselor Training Program. For more infor-
mation visit www.serenitylane.org, click on
Employment  Opportunities, then on
Serenity Lane’s Counselor Training Program
Opportunities. Or call 541-284-5¢702.

TATTOO ARTIST TRAINING
gardenofinktattoo.com/tattoo-school
One spot open for January 2017

LINE ADS: $11/3 LINES cesscessscescane cecsssccccsssaee
ADDITIONAL LINES: $4

GOT nail
FUNGUS ?

EUGENE

Try Kundalini Yoga!
$20 FOR 20 DAYS

We can help

cascadelaserclinic.com
541-689-3021

for those new to our studio
3635 Hilyard | yogawesteugene.com

n | Massage Therapy (S
: *Dieep Tissue » Swedish » Onsen
* Myofacial and Functional Release
* Cranio Sacral
Highly efective, proven massage techniques
1o help you achieve relaxation or pain relizf

Robert Phaigh, LMT (Lic. #1670)
[ Reasonable rates 541-688-2423
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Gentle and Effective
39 years experience

jeffreyburch.com
(541) 689-1515 v Lic #9092

f by y (T N P
E LS

EUGENEWEEKLY.COM ® NOVEMBER 23, 2016 m



