THEATER X ISR

SNOW FALLING ON DUBLINERS

University Theatre takes on a musical adaptation of James Joyce'’s “The Dead”

s the stage faded to black on the final scene

of University Theatre’s current production of

The Dead, and the cast finished belting out a

musicalized version of what might be the finest

closing paragraph in all of English fiction, I
suddenly found myself clutching my head with both hands.
Yes, 1 tend to overreact. I take no pleasure in relating this,
but it must be done.

Make no mistake: Technically speaking, UT’s musi-
cal adaptation of James Joyce’s short-story masterpiece is
top-notch (save for that primary spotlight that shot spas-
modically here and there across the stage like a toddler
trying to catch a cat). The cast is strong and well-voiced,
and the sets, the live music, the choreography — it all
gelled together excellently to evoke that combination of
melancholy, nostalgia and cosmopolitan fracturing that
makes Dubliners, the collection of which this story is the
high-water mark, a sacred secular text, not just of modern-
ism but of literature itself.

Boiled down to its barest truths, Joyce’s story is about a
moment of revelation that sweeps over poor Gabriel Con-
roy, a somewhat pompous and self-obsessed but essentially
decent man, a writer, who suddenly realizes that the great-
est love in his wife Gretta’s life is not for him but for a frail
young boy who long ago died for love of her. This moment
— one of Joyce’s famous “epiphanies” — arrives at the
end of an annual holiday feast which gathers together some
of the finest patrons of Ireland’s middle classes.

Directed by Michael Malek Najjar, an assistant profes-
sor of theater arts at UO, the production — based on the
Broadway musical by Richard Nelson and Shaun Davey
— does a credible job reproducing the humid, claustro-
phobic bustle of Joyce’s holiday festivities, with its pet-
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ty rivalries, ancestral allegiances and Yuletide bonhomie.
Too much of the first act is taken up by musical numbers,
and in general the play runs much longer than it needs to,
though all in all it’s a pleasant experience living vicarious-
ly through this Irish bourgeoisie collected together at the
dawn of the 20th century.

As Gabriel and Gretta, Alex Mentzel and Kelsey Tidball
are wonderful; they very much carry the play, though the
rest of the cast, too vast to list here, provide strong support
in various classic character sketches (the nativist journalist,
the rollicking drunk, the ailing elderly hosts, the boisterous
bigmouth, etc.). The idea of turning Joyce’s prose into lyr-
ics is questionable (Yes Yes Molly Bloom: The Musical!),
but, granting that, it all comes off reasonably well.

But in the service of what? In Joyce’s “The Dead,” Ga-

briel’s moment of reckoning, as he stands at a window with
his wife weeping in bed, is rendered with exquisite and
tender quietude — the internal journey of one man’s sad,
cosmic acceptance of time and mortality, leading to such
devastatingly beautiful lines as this: “His soul swooned
slowly as he heard the snow falling faintly through the uni-
verse and faintly falling, like the descent of their last end,
upon all the living and the dead.”

In UT’s musical, Gabriel’s interior musings are made
painfully external, as he sings the words and is eventually
joined by the rest of the cast in a sort of rousing, “we’re-
all-in-this-together” chorus of dubious uplift. This gesture
mistakes individual acceptance for universal consensus,
and completely undermines and invalidates the emotional
impact of Joyce’s story. The whole thing verges on satire
— maybe not on the level of The Simpson’s Planet of the
Apes: The Musical, but still ...

Such tone-deafness to the valences and rhythms of art
is not an accident or a mistake; it arises out of bad faith, a
sense of mistrust that extends both to the work of art itself
and the audience receiving it. It’s why Hollywood feels the
need to tack crude happy endings on remakes of foreign
films that seem “too depressing” and “too dark.” The worse
the world gets, the more reassurance we need that every-
thing’s gonna be A-OK.

“Despite this seemingly sad ending,” Najjar writes in
his director’s notes, “I believe the message is quite hope-
ful. Had Gretta not confronted this melancholia inside her
soul, the Conroys’ marriage would never really have been
mature or complete.”

Really? What is this, art as speculative marriage thera-
py? What’s next, Gretta and Gabriel: Golden Years?

University Theatre’s The Dead plays through Nov. 19; tickets at 541-346-4363.
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BULLETIN BOARD

Lost & Found

Events

LOST GOLD & DIAMOND PENDANT 1st wknd in HOLISTIC EXPO NOVEMBER 12TH!

August- | was in a bike wreck & went to
Peace Health. | lost the pendant in the wait-
ing room. SO SPECIAL to me. Canna-friendly
reward. Christine 458-205-9540

LOST GREY CAT with white chest/paws and
blue collar. Male, 1.5y, friendly, responds to
“Hermann”. Last seen on 11/3 at Madison
and 10th (West Jefferson area). Please call
(208) 559-5582. Thank you

Wanted

SEEKING KIDNEY DONOR Type O is preferable
but any blood type is OK. All medical
expenses and lost wages paid. Now in great
need! Contact 541-255-5257

Announcements

HOLISTIC & Green Living EXPO
THIS Saturday, November 12, 9:30-6:00
SHARE INTERNATIONAL Booth
SHARING = JUSTICE = PEACE
Global TRANSFORMATION Happening!
share-international.org SHARE HOPE

Willamalane Sports Center on Saturday,
November 12 from 9:30-6 for the first annu-
al Eugene-Springfield Holistic and Green
Expo! 80 exhibitors, speakers, readings
and more! 541-579-9855.
EugeneSpringfieldHolistic.expo.com.

MUSIC/ENTERTAINMENT

Lessons

FINGERPICKING/FOLK GUITAR Oldtime banjo
and mandolin, fiddle, recorder, ukulele les-
sons. Patient, experienced teacher All ages/
levels. Emily Fox 541-345-5119

PIANO LESSONS IN MY HOME, Beginning and
Elementary. Ages 6+ Email kd16mcdiar-
mid@gmail.com

FOR SALE

Furnishings

Pets

GREENHILL HUMANE SOCIETY Everybody
Deserves a Good Home. Open Fr-Tu 11a-6p,
closed We/Th 88530 Green Hill Rd 541-689-
1503 and 1st Avenue Shelter open Tu-Fr
10a-6p & Sa 10a-5:30p, closed Su/Mo 3970
W. 1st Ave 541-844-1777. green-hill.org See
our Pet of the Week!

SHELTER ANIMAL RESOURCE ALLIANCE
S.ARA’s Treasures Gift & Thrift Shop.
Volunteer, Donate, Shop, ADOPT!
871 River Road, Open Daily 10am-6pm.
541-607-8892 sarastreasures.org
LOOK FOR THIS WEEK’S RESCUED CAT.

QUALITY FURNITURE Clean, modern &
antique, furniture, electronics, tools & col-
lectibles. New estates arriving daily. We are
also buying! 939 River Road, 689-4554,
riverroad2ndhand.com CHECK US OUT!!

Sports Equip.

PROF MASSAGE TABLE, adjustable, face plate,
good condition. $200, call 541-606-3099

sesesescscscesce

LINE ADS: $11/3 LINES
ADDITIONAL LINES: $4

NWYC

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

Tuesday & Thursday

CERTIFIED SUPPORT PROVIDERS NEEDED:

Starting at $11.50/hr. Help improve the 6:15pm %
lives of people with DD and MH needs in the to ,*'—
Eugene and Creswell area. Meaningful and 8:30pm F .
rewarding work with opportunities for -.’P_':
advancement! Variety of shifts available 3

and all training is paid! Benefits include 5},"

PTO, Employee Assistance Program, Verizon
discounts, Health & Dental, among others.
Apply at renewconsulting.com

Eugene Fencers Club

Foil, Epee & Saber ¢ Beginner & Advanced

Modern Olympic
Fencing

2621 Augusta St. \\
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688-6574 * eugenefencersclub.com « USFA/USFCA Certified Coach

Deep Tissue » Swedish * Trigger Point
Mpyofascial Release * Essential Oils

L

- LMT

541 . 683 . 328 6 Days, Evenings, Weekends

N

Nationally Certified LIC. # 8250

CO-COORDINATOR .75 - 1FTE collaborates in
budgeting, data analysis, operations, pro-
gram development and performance to
meet community and funders’ needs. Open
until filled. Apply at whitebirdclinic.org

CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVES
Whether you are brand new to the call-cen-
ter industry or a seasoned pro, you can
build a great career with FCR. We currently
have f/t CSR positions available. Apply
On-line: www.gofcr.com. Select Veneta and
Customer Service Representative. FCRis an
equal-opportunity Employer.

$DANCERSS Tired of your current club!
SWEET ILLUSIONS has day & night shifts
available. No experience, can train.
Excellent tips! 541-852-8625 or 541-517-
7196 THE HOTTEST CLUB IN LANE COUNTY!

DO YOU WANT TO BE PART OF A NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION THAT ASSISTS THOSE WITH DIS-
ABILITIES? Alvord-Taylor has openings for
Direct Support Professionals and Program
Managers! For complete job descriptions
and to apply, visit www.alvordtaylor.com
and click on the ‘Work Here’ tab”.

Real Estate Broker ® 541-543-9345
HannahSellsHomes.com

GOT nail
FUNGUS ?

We can help

cascadelaserclinic.com
541-689-3021

LOCAL
LIVE CALL-IN

< v TV SHOWS!
WEDNESDAYS
6-8PM
ON COMMUNITY TV

COMCAST CH. 29
EUGENE -SPRINGFIELD
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