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CAMPAIGN           
DONATIONS & 
THE WARD 1 CITY 
COUNCIL RACE

T
he Eugene City Council Ward 1 race is a contest 

of progressive candidate versus progressive candi-

date. The list of supporters and donors to opponents 

Emily Semple and Josh Skov reads like a who’s 

who of Eugene Democrats. 

Recently, however, other donors have raised eyebrows.

Skov supporter Marshall Wilde (see his letter this issue) 

pointed out that Semple had accepted a $300 campaign do-

nation from Robert Macherione, the Our Money, Our Tran-

sit founder known for his vehement opposition to Eugene’s 

EmX bus rapid transit.

Skov said of the donation, “I’m surprised that she ac-

tually accepted that money from the angriest anti-transit 

voice in the community, but I’m hoping it was just a slip-

up. There’s still time for her to return the money, of course.”

Semple says that the money would not affect her votes 

were she to be elected to the City Council, and support 

from Macherione “points to my ability to get along with di-

vergent viewpoints, which is one of the strengths I bring.” 

She says her background facilitating consensus meet-

ings — where all participants must agree on a decision 

— with Occupy Eugene taught her “how to listen to ev-

erybody. As grueling as it was, people at least felt heard.”

Semple’s donations since also include longtime pro-

gressive politico Scott Bartlett ($1,500), Deborah Noble 

of the Be-Noble Foundation, ($1,550) EW co-owner Art 

Johnson ($1,000), Helen Shepherd of Eugene Sexology 

($4,610) former city councilor Bonny McCornack ($100), 

Beyond Toxics board president David Monk ($100) and 

County Commissioner Pete Sorenson ($100). Semple has 

raised a total of almost $30,000 according to the OreStar 

database.

Skov has raised almost $56,000. He says that while The 

Register-Guard reported that he has spent almost $30,000 

with New York-based political consulting firm Berlin-

Rosen, it was not reported that “more than three-quarters 

of the money spend on BerlinRosen went to an Oregon-

based union print shop to print on recycled paper with soy-

based ink.”

Skov’s recent progressive donors include Shawn Do-

nille of Mountain Rose Herbs ($2,000), EWEB commis-

sioner John Brown ($500), Tom Bowerman of PolicyInter-

active ($1,000) and Mayor Kitty Piercy ($250). Also on his 

list of donors is John Rowell of Rowell Brokaw Architects 

($500) which, together with The Miller Hull Partnership, 

did the design for the new Eugene City Hall. 

Skov says Rowell is among his donors “who are very 

interested in downtown” and are “concerned about home-

lessness and public safety and a humane and workable so-

lution.”

The most recent projected cost for the design, demoli-

tion work and site preparation for City Hall was estimated 

at about $28 million.

Skov also received donations from Gary and Julaine 

Wildish ($100 each). Gary Wildish is a former project 

manager for Chambers Construction and former vice presi-

dent of Wildish Land Company. 

• International Association for the Advancement of 
Creative Maladjustment says it hosts a “little peaceful 
Speak Out Against Psychiatric Dosing” event in Kesey 
Square 1:30 pm Friday, Nov. 4. Organizer David Oaks says, 
“After speakers and an open mic, we will march together to 
the office of Rep. Pete DeFazio, to object to his 
co-sponsorship of a bill that would increase outpatient 
coercion in mental health.” Free.

• The McKenzie Watershed Council holds its monthly 
meeting at McKenzie Fire and Rescue in Leaburg, 5 pm 
Thursday, Nov. 10. Melanie Giangreco of MWC says, “There 
will be a public comment session at the beginning of the 
meeting. The main item on the agenda that will be of 
interest to the public is a presentation on pharmaceuticals 
in the McKenzie River, which will be led by staff from the 
Eugene Water and Electric Board (EWEB), the city of 
Eugene Wastewater Division, and the Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ).” 

• Community Ecstatic Dance: A Benefit for Hurricane 

Matthew in Haiti Relief is 7:15 pm Thursday, Nov. 3, at 
WOW Hall. All donations are voluntary; $5 to $20 suggested. 
More info at mmeyer@efn.org or 541-222-0632. Meyer 
says, “Hurricane Matthew — the most brutal Caribbean 
storm in a decade — devastated Haiti. And, when disaster 
strikes, children are the most vulnerable.”

• Luna & Larry’s Coconut Bliss will be holding its annual 
community benefit, A Night of Bliss, 5 pm Saturday, Nov. 
5, 2016 UUCE 1685 W. 13th Avenue. Luna & Larry’s says, 
“This will be a divine evening of family fun including 
endless Coconut Bliss sundaes, live music, local food and 
beverages, raffle prizes and silent auction.” Last year the 
benefit raised more than $17,700. This year’s beneficiary 
is environmental and enviro-justice group Beyond Toxics. 
Suggested donation is $10-$25 per person or $25-$50 per 
family.

24th & Hilyard � 541-343-9142 � open daily 7am-11pm

NATURAL FOODS
Individuals Nourishing Community Since 1971

Local merchants, the heart of our community

This Sunday! (11/6)

 12pm-4pm 

Fall Tasting!
45 Varieties of Organic Apples & Pears

• Radical Wraps
• Oakleaf Creamery

• La Mariposa Cheese
• Ferns Edge Goat Cheese

• Avellana Handcrafted Vegan Cheese
• Organic Vegan Holiday Treats (Pie!) from our Kitchen

• Rookshire Lane Orchards Hard Cider
• Rivercider Hard Cider
• Sam Bond’s Brewing
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The choice is

SEMPLE
EMILY

www.EmilySemple.org

“Emily is the heart of Ward One. 
We need outsiders on the inside. 
She’s one who will make Eugene a 
better place for all of us — not just a 
select few. I support her and I hope 
you will too.”

— Pete Sorenson
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