EES IV Nl ;8 BY RACHAEL CARNES

LIBERTE, EGALITE,
SORORITE

French history is chilling familiar in
OCT'’s The Revolutionists

aris, September 1793: The Bastille has fallen,
feudalism’s dead and the Rights of Man have been
declared. (That all sounds pretty good, right?)

But wait, there’s more:

Enter brilliant playwright Lauren Gunderson,
who illuminates a murky, muddling moment in history
with her bold new play, directed with strength and humor
for Oregon Contemporary Theatre by Elizabeth Helman.

The Revolutionists focuses on three figures from that
tumultuous time: Playwright and abolitionist Olympe de
Gouges, martyred assassin Charlotte Corday and infamous
Queen-of-All-Excess Marie Antoinette.

In 1793, all three women were taken into custody under
the pernicious Law of Suspects, which authorized tribunals
to try those suspected of treason against the Republic and
to punish those convicted (and most were convicted) with
death.

The thing is, the play is damn funny.

Gunderson’s confident rhythm, eclectic references and
sitcom-like gaffes allow history to leap off the page with
language that’s pleasingly anachronistic and cheeky.

Here, the three historical figures, along with one
character from Gunderson’s imagination, laugh, tell
stories, gossip and envision their country’s future. Rather
than toiling out their final days locked in prison, they take
flight, finding solace and solid ground in Gunderson’s
inventive sorority.
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Erica Towe infuses a frantic quality into the rabble-
rousing writer de Gouges, as she at once declares the
inalienable rights of women while neurotically seeking
constant artistic approval.

Hailey Henderson’s Charlotte Corday is a firebrand —
vicious and exuberant, full of devil-may-care ingénue zeal.

Janelle Rae Davis, as Gunderson’s fictitious Caribbean
revolutionary Marianne Angelle, provides sobering
counterpoint, as she raises questions of sovereignty and
slavery.

And it’s worth the price of admission to see Inga R.
Wilson’s Marie Antoinette. Speaking with a cadence that’s
part Lina Lamont and part Valley Girl, Wilson glides about
the stage with such vapidity and carefree grace that even
when doom descends and girlishness gives way to gravitas,

INGA R. WILSON AS
MARIE ANTIONETTE IN OCT’S
THE REVOLUTIONISTS

la reine seems able to call upon her happy place, as though
she’s still just tending her perfumed sheep at the palace farm.

The production benefits from a unified artistic vision.
Geno Franco’s evocative set reminds one of Hubert
Robert’s capriccio paintings, depicting gilt and ruin
simultaneously. Lighting by Kat Matthews takes leaps in
focus and mood. Bradley Branam’s sound design exposes
the characters’ emotions, down to the studs.

And Jeanette deJong’s rich, detailed costumes — from
Marie Antoinette’s frothy wig to the tricolor cockade and
the liberty cap worn by Charlotte Corday — offer tactile
shape and form to a distant time. A time that’s chillingly
relevant to our own.

The Revolutionists continues through Oct. 8 at Oregon Contemporary Theatre;
$15-$35, tickets at octheatre.org or 541-684-6988.
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To place a classified ad: CALL 541.484.0519 EMAIL classy@eugeneweekly.com
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VISIT our office Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

LINE ADS: $11/3 LINES

Foil, Epee & Saber
ADDITIONAL LINES: $4

Roosevelt Middle School
Monday & Wednesday

6:15 ~
e

EUQBHB FGHCBFS C]Ub Modern Olympic Fencing

_

O Blue Cliff Zen Center

ZEN MEDITATION and MINDFULNESS
for HEALTH & WELL-BEING

PAID IN ADVANCE! MAKE $1000 A WEEK

8 Tuesdays e Sept 27 - Nov 15

Adoption/Faily
Announcements Services

Come PLAY! SUNDAY STREETS Sept. 25
University Park, Noon to 4:00 pm
HELP SHIFT THE PARADIGM
The Great Awakening of Humanity is NOW!
A Transformed World is Being Born
Ancient WISDOM Teachers Return
share-international.org Al Will Be Well

Groups

JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES SUPPORT GROUP
Doubts? DFd? Fading? Recovered?
Meetup.com/Jehovah's Witnesses.

Wanted

CASH FOR CARS: Any Car/Truck 2000-2015,
Running or Not! Top Dollar For Used/
Damaged. Free Nationwide Towing! Call
Now: 1-888-420-3808 (AAN CAN)

Pets

GREENHILL HUMANE SOCIETY Everybody
Deserves a Good Home. Open Fr-Tu 11a-6p,
closed We/Th 88530 Green Hill Rd 541-683-
1503 and 1st Avenue Shelter open Tu-Fr
10a-6p & Sa 10a-5:30p, closed Su/Mo 3970
W. 1st Ave 541-844-1777. green-hill.org See
our Pet of the Week!

SHELTER ANIMAL RESOURCE ALLIANCE
S.ARA’s Treasures Gift & Thrift Shop.
Volunteer, Donate, Shop, ADOPT!
871 River Road, Open Daily 10am-6pm.
541-607-8892 sarastreasures.org
LOOK FOR THIS WEEK’S RESCUED CAT.

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION? Call us
first. Living expenses, housing, medical,
and continued support afterwards. Choose
adoptive family of your choice. Call 24/7.
877-362- 2401 (AAN CAN)

Clothing

ASSISTANCE LEAGUE® THRIFT SHOP
COME THRIFT WITH US!
1149 Willamette St. Tu-Sa 10-4

Furnishings

QUALITY FURNITURE Clean, modern &
antique, furniture, electronics, tools & col-
lectibles. New estates arriving daily. We are
also buying! 939 River Road, 689-4554,
riverroad2ndhand.com CHECK US OUT!!

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

$DANCERSS Tired of your current club!
SWEET ILLUSIONS has day & night shifts
available. No experience, can train.
Excellent tips! 541-852-8625 or 541-517-
7196 THE HOTTEST CLUB IN LANE COUNTY!

Mailing Brochures From Home No
Experience Required. Helping home work- >
ers since 2001! Genuine Opportunity. Start
Immediately!  www.WorkingCentral.Net

688-6574 * eugenefencersclub.org « USFA/USFCA Certified Coach

From 7:30 pm to 9:30 pm

details at www.bluecliffzen.org

(AAN CAN)

SEEKING COUNTER/CASHIER AT RON’S ISLAND
GRILL. Must be friendly, helpful & have neat
appearance. Must be available weekdays.
Drop off resumes or email to debbies.
island@gmail.com

SEEKING EMPLOYMENT

LOST YOUR JOB? Place a free line ad here
(up to 4 lines, 160 characters) for 2 weeks.
Briefly list your skills/experience & contact
info. Email to: office@eugeneweekly.com or
call 541-484-0519

w

Eugene

assistance league’

assistance league thrift shop

OPEN DURING CONSTRUCTION!
COME THRIFT WITH US!

[ 149 WILLAMETTE | TUES-SAT 10-4
eugene.assistanceleague.org

Career Training

ADDICTIONS COUNSELOR TRAINING PROGRAM
Serenity Lane, 52-week no cost Addiction
Counselor Training Program. For more infor-
mation visit www.serenitylane.org, click on
Employment  Opportunities, then on
Serenity Lane’s Counselor Training Program
Opportunities. Or call 541-284-5702.

WELLNESS

Acupuncture

RELIEVE STRESS & PAIN AFFORDABLY Wise
Turtle Acupuncture offers community acu-
puncture Sliding scale $15-35. 500 Main
Suite  C1,  Spfd  541.731-1466
WiseTurtleAcupuncture.com

Y3
WEST

EUGEMNE

Yogic Numerology:

Who Are You Born to Be?
Uncover your lessons & gifts.
Understand others deeply.
Saturday, Oct. 15, 2-5 pm
$25 Pre-reg/ $35 door
Jai Kartar/ Joan 541-344-8332

DANCE CLASSES
- START OCTOBER 13
8 Weeks / Thursday Nights

Meet Other Singles
or Dance with
Your Partner

CROSS STEP WALTZ
and SWING

Registration Deadline
September 30, 2016

Download Registration Forms at

www.danceeugene.com or (541)342-3058
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