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BY R ICK LEVINMOVIES

SEEING-EYE DOGS
A curious love triangle brings out sibling rivalry  

in the romantic comedy My Blind Brother

O
f all the literary devices used to grant a physical wallop to a character’s metaphysical 

situation, I suppose making a pathological narcissist blind isn’t the worst. I mean, 

it ain’t Ahab’s missing leg or the impotence of Jake Barnes, but what the hell? It 

works, in a slight to middling way.

That’s the conceit at the center of writer and director Sophie Goodhart’s odd 

romantic comedy My Blind Brother: Robbie (Adam Scott) is a blind man who uses — and 

I do mean uses — his visual impairment to garner attention to his celebrity cause (the 

fictional “Out of Sight” foundation) and himself, but mostly himself. As the film opens, 
Robbie is finishing a marathon, leashed to his loser brother Bill (Nick Kroll), who is 
forever foisted into the backseat (sometimes literally) of his brother’s relentless pursuit of 

fame and recognition.

Robbie is an asshole, full of blind self-regard that causes everyone and everything around 

him to become a glorified reflection of his own awesomeness. Bill, on the other hand, is a 
resentful do-nothing whose grudging obligation to Robbie hides a guilty conscience that 

won’t let him advance one centimeter in life.

Enter Rose (the wonderful Jenny Slate), an unhinged woman whose life is reeling due 

to the fact that her boyfriend walked into an oncoming bus directly after their breakup fight 
(she didn’t like his nipples, she confesses); full of self-loathing, Rose decides she now 

needs to dedicate her life to some sort of humanitarian cause, like helping baby elephants.

Rose and Bill get together in a drunken one-night stand; Bill falls in love, Rose runs 

away in a panic — to become Robbie’s assistant in his blind athletic feats of celebrity. 

Hence, a sort of love triangle forms, an obtuse isosceles with smug but unwitting Robbie 

at the base, and Rose and Robbie locked in guilty longing at sharp angles. Hilarity ensues, 

some of it obvious, some of it quite clever and biting.

My Blind Brother is a small movie in almost every sense of the word, short in length, 

shallow in depth and narrow in scope. But within the limited parameters it sets up, it does 

contain certain charms. The cast, for one, is excellent: Scott plays Robbie with just the 

right balance of unctuous self-regard and overweening vulnerability, and Kroll is attractive 
as the lovable mope whose deepest hopes have been tamped down in a slapstick of self-

sabotage.

But it is Slate who completely carries the movie, giving it an edge of exuberant political 

incorrectness it might otherwise lack. She plays Rose as a thoroughly modern version of 

the self-conscious woman: by turns girly and ferocious, hyper-critical and yearning, she 

struggles to actualize herself without becoming a total parody of co-dependence and self-

sacrifice. This tension gives Rose a loose-cannon aspect — a sort of millennial Annie Hall 
— and Slate pulls it off with comic grace.

What distinguishes My Blind Brother from other run-of-the-mill romantic comedies is 

that gentle push against our touchy-feely age of entitlement and easy sympathies. All three 

characters in the film are, in their own ways, selfish and blind, but none more blind than 
the blind guy, who turns his disability into a weapon with which he manipulates and abuses 

everyone in his orbit. The struggle, for all concerns, becomes not sight but vision.

Love, of course, is the answer to all forms of blindness. My Blind Brother gets to that 

solution in crude fashion, with lots of wincing moments and some bad manners. It’s a nice 

twist — like Todd Solondz with a heart. (Broadway Metro)

JENNY SLATE, ADAM SCOTT AND 

NICK KROLL IN MY BLIND BROTHER

LITTLE MEN (PG)
Two teens develop a growing friendship in Brooklyn, NY, while the feud 
between their respective parents continues to escalate. Written & Directed 
by Ira Sachs (LOVE IS STRANGE). Starring Greg Kinnear, Jennifer Ehle, 
Alfred Molina.

1:30, 3:30, 5:30, 7:30, 9:30

OUR LITTLE SISTER (PG)
In Japanese with English Subtitles
At their estranged father’s funeral, three twenty-something siblings learn 
that they have a teenage half sister and invite her to live with them in the 
seaside town of Kamakura. In time, her presence forces them to refl ect 
on their own lives and family ties. Based on the Japanese comic series 
Umimachi Diary.

1:00, 6:15

FLORENCE FOSTER JENKINS (PG-13)
Heiress Florence Foster Jenkins (Meryl Streep) longs to become an opera 
star in 1040s NY, despite possessing a horrible singing voice. With the 
help and encouragement of her husband (Hugh Grant) and a talented 
musician, she fi nds a very strange kind of success as a performing and 
recording artist. Stephen Frears (PHILOMENA) directed this biopic, which 
was based on the real-life socialite and opera singer of the same name.

3:45, 9:00

Serving the Eugene Community for Over 35 Years!

TICKET PRICES: MATINEE before 6pm $5
ADULT $8 | STUDENT $7 | SENIOR 62+ $5

CHILD age 12 & under $5

Local beer, wine and cider... & now kombucha on tap!

bijou-cinemas.com

Sept. 23-29

 492 E. 13th Ave 
541-357-0375

FILM.
FOOD.

FRIENDS.

THE HOLLARS 
 12:00 2:25 4:50 7:15 9:40
THE BEATLES: EIGHT DAYS A WEEK –  
THE TOURING YEARS 
 11:45 2:35 5:25 8:15
HELL OR HIGH WATER 
FRI 12:30 2:45 7:15 
SAT  2:45 7:15 
SUN-TUE 12:30 2:45 7:15 
WED 12:30 2:45 
THU 12:30 2:45 7:15
DON'T THINK TWICE 
FRI-TUE 5:05 9:30 
WED  9:30 
THU 5:05 9:30
CAPTAIN FANTASTIC 11:50 4:45
MY BLIND BROTHER 9:30
HUNT FOR THE WILDERPEOPLE 
 2:25 7:15

METROARTS 
PREMIUM EVENT PRICE

GLOBE THEATRE: RICHARD II 
SAT 11:00   
WED 6:00

COMING SOON: DEMON, MIA MADRE, GIRL 
ASLEEP, AMERICAN HONEY, MISS HOKUSAI

THIS WEEK AT THE METRO  SEPTEMBER 23-29

THE BEATLES: EIGHT DAYS A 
WEEK – THE TOURING YEARS
HELD OVER

43 W. BROADWAY 
(541) 686-2458

BUY TICKETS ONLINE AT 
BROADWAYMETRO.COM

REGULAR ADMISSION 
$9 ADULTS 

$8 STUDENTS 
$6 SENIORS/CHILDREN 

$6 BEFORE 5 PM

OPEN EVERY DAY

ALL AGES

FRI SEP 23RD - THUR SEP 29TH

762-1700 | 180 E. 5TH AVE
DAVIDMINORTHEATER.COM

$3 TUESDAYS

TIX 
$7

$3 
TUES

STUDENT
& SENIOR
DISCOUNT

$5 
SUN

WILLY WONKA

5:10

NEIGHBORS 2

7:00

MIKE & DAVE NEED 
WEDDING DATES

5:25

CAFE
SOCIETY

7:10

NERVE
8:55

THE LOBSTER
8:40

BAD MOMS (DIG) (R)

11:25, 2:05, 4:55, 7:45, 10:20

BLAIR WITCH (DIG) (R)

11:35, 1:55, 4:30, 7:25, 9:50

BRIDGET JONES’S BABY 

(DIG) (R)

12:20, 3:30, 7:05, 10:00

DON’T BREATHE (DIG) (R)

12:10, 2:30, 5:10, 7:40, 10:10

FINDING DORY (DIG) (PG)

11:40, 2:20, 5:00, 7:50

JASON BOURNE (DIG) (PG-13)

12:25, 3:25, 7:00, 10:00

KUBO AND THE TWO STRINGS 

(DIG) (PG)

11:00, 1:35, 4:20, 7:35, 10:20

THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN (DIG) 

(PG-13)

11:15, 12:35, 2:35, 4:05, 6:05, 

7:10, 9:20, 10:15

PETE’S DRAGON (DIG) (PG)

11:05, 1:45, 4:35, 7:20, 10:05

SAUSAGE PARTY (DIG) (R)

12:05, 2:25, 5:05, 7:55

THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS 

(DIG) (PG)

11:20, 1:50, 4:15, 6:50, 9:40

SNOWDEN (DIG) (R)

12:00, 3:20, 7:00, 10:05

STAR TREK BEYOND (DIG) 

(PG-13)

7:15, 10:15

STORKS (3D) (PG)

SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $3.00 

UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS

4:45, 9:50

STORKS (DIG) (PG)

11:45, 2:15, 7:15

SUICIDE SQUAD (DIG) (PG-13)

12:30, 3:35, 6:55, 9:55

SULLY (DIG) (PG-13)

11:30, 2:10, 4:50, 7:30, 10:10

WAR DOGS (DIG) (R)

10:25

WHEN THE BOUGH BREAKS (DIG) 

(PG-13)

10:25

THE WILD LIFE (DIG) (PG)

11:10, 1:40, 4:25
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mon-fri: lunch 11am to 3pm

 dinner 4:30pm to 9pm springfield / 10pm eugene

sat-sun: 12 noon to 9pm springfield / 10pm eugene

springfield
1410 mohawk blvd.

541.505.8987

eugene
1200 oak street
541.343.1230

serving you in two locations

open seven days a week

thank you for voting us eugene’s

BEST THAI
in eugene weekly’s best of eugene

 for 8 years in a row  

2008–2016

gluten-free options • vegetarian-friendly • no dairy • no msg


